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NOTICE 
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appears in it will be published instead in the JPRS NEAR EAST/SOUTH ASIA 
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discontinued. Vietnam material will subsequently be incorporated into the 
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BRIEFS 





WAGE FREEZE--Australia is to have a wage freeze but the length of it will differ 
among the states. The commonwealth and the non-labor states--—Oueensland, Western 
Australia and Tasmania--will have a 12-month freeze while in the labor states-- 
New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia--it will be for only 6 months. The 
decision was made after an all-day special premiers conference with the federal 
government in Canberra. The government presented a 2l-point plan for economic 
recovery centering round a 12-month wage freeze. But treasurer Howard told the 
premiers there was no extra federal money available for job creation programs 

and no allowance for a catchup pay rise at the end of the freeze. However, 

from money saved by the wage freeze, the government proposed spending $300 million 
in creating 10,000 new jobs and there would be a scheme for the unemployed 

to earn extra money. The three labor premiers--Wran of New South Wales, Cain 

of Victoria and Bannon of South Australia--argued for a 6-month wage freeze and 
other concessions from the government. But Howard remained firm that the budget 
deficit could not be allowed to increase further. Originally estimated at less 
than $1,700 million, the government now has revised the [word indistinct] to 
$4,000 million to allow for increased unemployment and drought relief. Cain 
criticized the government for failing to do its economic homework. He said 

there had been no real evaluation of what would occur in either jobs or prices 

if everything fell into place in the 2l-point recovery plan. [Text] [BK071013 
Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0830 GMT 7 Dec 82) 


cso: 4200/198 








BANGLADESH 


PRESS REPORTAGE ON ERSHAD‘'S VISIT TO NEPAL 
Dhaka Airport Remarks 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 11 Nov 82 pp 1, 8 
(text] Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt General H.M. Ershad yesterday 
indicated that Nepal's cooperation might resolve the issue of augmenting the 


dry season flow of the Ganges for collective benefit of the countries 
concerned, 





The General was talking to newsmen at the Zia International Airport on the 
eve of his departure for Kathmandu on a three-day official visit to the 
Himalayan Kingdom, 


He said the cooperation of Nepal for augmentation of the Ganges flow is 
imperative as "she is the source of the Ganges water. He would discuss 
with the Nepalese leaders the question of harnessing the water resources 
particularly in the context of augmentation of the Ganges waters, he said. 


In this regard the CMIA referred to the recent statement of King Birendra 
in the Nepalese Panchayet and said it was a matter of satisfaction that 
Nepal was interested to share the Ganges waters with the other co-riparian 
countries. 


Replying to another question, the General said he would hold the discussions 
with the Nepalese leaders on the Ganges waters in the light of the interest. 


They said both Bangladesh and Nepal had agreed to maintain close contacts 
at the highest level. In this context the Bangladesh spokesman pointed out 
that the two countries were already maintaining such contacts at the top 
level. 


Former Bangladesh head of state had visited Kathmandu twice--in 1977 and 
1981, while the Nepalese monarch visited Dhaka in 1978 and 1980, 


The spokesman said during hee talks held in a cordial and friendly atmosphere, 
the two sides found close similarity and identity of views. 

















Water Issue 


Replying to a question, the Nepalese spokesman said the two leaders had also 
discussed the question of harnessing the water resources for regional benefit. 


In principle Nepal is committed to the development of water resources both 
for regional and bilateral interest, he added. 


Asked if Nepal would be involved in the process of sharing the Ganges waters, 
the Nepalese spokesman said it would definitely come up for discussion in 
the next meeting of Indo-Bangladesh Joint Rivers Commission in New Delhi 
next month. 


Besides a Joint Economic Commission, Nepal and Bangladesh have five agree- 
ments in the fields of trade, transport, technical cooperation, Civil 
Aviation and culture. 


The Joint Economic Commission, the Bangladesh spokesman said, had so far 
held three meetings and identified the areas of cooperation in various 
fields. 


South Asian Forum 


On the South Asian forum, the Bangladesh spokesman said the Foreign 
Secretaries of the seven countries would hold their next meeting in Dhaka. 


Those present at the talks from Bangladesh side were Foreign Minister A.R. 
Shamsud-Doha, Agriculture Minister A.Z.M. Obaidullah Khan and Additional 
Foreign Secretary Reaz Rahman, from Nepal side present at the talks were 
Foreign and Water Resources Minister Padma Bahadur Khatri and Finance 
Minister Dr Y.P. Pant. 


Red-Carpet Reception 


Gen Ershad was accorded a red-carpet welcome when he arrived here this 
morning on a three-day official visit. 


The CMLA, who is accompanied by Begum Roushan Ershad, was received at the 
Tribhuvan International Airport by the Nepalese Prime Minister, Mr Surya 
Bahadur Thapa and Mrs Thapa, 


The other members of the CMIA‘s entourage include Foreign Minister Mr A.R. 
Shams-ud-Doha and Agriculture Minister Mr A.Z.M. Obaidullah Khan, 


The panchkanyas (five girls) garlanded the CMIA and Begum Ershad to 
welcome the distinguished guests in traditional Nepalese way. 


Gen Ershad was then conducted to a specially erected rostrum from where he 
took salute from a contingent of Royal Nepalese armed forces while the 
national anthems of both the countries were played. 














After placing wreaths, the CMIA exchanged greetings with the people assembled 
there and talked to them freely, he also signed the Visitor's Book at the 
memorial, 





Khatri Calls on Ershad 


The Nepalese Foreign Minister, Mr Padma Bahadur Khatri called on the CMIA 
at the royal guest house "“Shital Niwas" in the evening and stayed with 
him for some time. 





Attends Reception 


Gen Ershad attended a reception given in his honour by Nepalese Foreign 
Minister Padma Bahadur Khatri this evening. 








Held at the royal guest house "“Shital Niwas" where the CMIA is staying, 
the reception was attended by Begum Roushan Ershad, Foreign Minister Mr 
A.R. Shams-ud-Doha, Agriculture Minister Mr A.Z.M. Obaidullah Khan, 
Nepalese Minister Heads of diplomatic missions and elite of the city. 

















Text of Ershad 11 Nov Speech 








Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 12 Nov 82 pp 1, 8 


[text] Kathmandu, Nov 11--The Chief Martial Law Administrator, Lt Gen 
H.M, Ershad today expressed his confidence that the friendship between 
Bangladesh and Nepal would endure and flourish as long as the peaks of 
mighty Himalaya stood proud and firm, reports BSS. 


He was speaking at a civic reception given in honour of him and Begum Ershad 
by the Kahmaandu Nagar Panchayat at the Rashtriya Sabha Griha this afternoon. 


The CMIA told the colourful reception that Bangladesh had always taken 
keenest interests in the development of Nepal, He lauded the progress 
made by Nepal in different spheres of life and said that the Nepalese 
people had taken “confident strides" towards creation of a society free 
from exploitation, 


Earlier, on arrival at the Sabha Griha, the CMIA and Begum Ershad, now in 
Nepal on a three-day official visit, were received by the Pradhan of the 
Nagar Panchayat Mr Kama, Chitrakar and his wife. 


They were given a warwg ovation by the members of the Nagar Panchayat, all 
of whom presented them with bouquet amid applause from the audience. 





The Bangladesh leader was presented with replica of the Nagar Panchayat, 
a national cap of Nepal and replica of a sword, 


Referring to remarkable progress made by Nepal, the CMIA said constitutional 
provisions were geared to ensuring class coordination and a. decentalised 
administration that could reach all sections of the Nepalese people, 











The CMIA was then introduced to the Chief Justice of Supreme Court and 
Mrs Khatri, the Chairman of the Nepal Panchayat (National parliament) and 
Mrs Singh, Ministers, heads of diplomatic missions and high ranking civil 
and military officers. 


The airport was tastefully decorated with the national flags of both the 
countries, festoons and buntings. 


The airport ceremony over, Gen Ershad, accompanied by Prime Minister Thapa 
drove in a ceremonial motorcade to the royal guest house--Shital Niwas--where 
he will be staying during his visit. 


Welcome banners inscribed with "Long Live Nepal-Bangladesh Friendship" were 
hung and national flags of both countries fluttered at several vantage 
points along the two-mile route from the airport to the guest house. 


School children stood alongside the road with miniature flags in hand to 
greet the distinguished guest from Bangladesh, 


Message to Indira 


Earlier, while overlfying Indian teritoryy on his way to Nepal, Gen Ershad 
sent a message of greetings to Prime Minister Mrs Indira Gandhi wishing 
continued peace, progress and prosperity for the friendly people of India. 


The CMIA also conveyed his best wishes to Mrs Gandhi for her personal health 
and happines. 


Press View 


Meanwhile, the Nepalese newspapers today welcomed the visit of the Chief 
Martial Law Administrator, Lt Gen H.M, Ershad here saying that it would 
further strengthen the already existing good bilateral relation between 
the two countries. 


Leading newspaper, the Rising Nepal said that the visit of the CMIA was 
“entirely befitting for the two who not only share similar aspirations for 
peace, stability and development but also subscribe to such exemplary 
doctrine of international conduct as mutual respect to each other's sovereign 
equality and non-inter erence to each other's domestic affairs," 


The Rising Nepal and the Gurkhapatra, published front page stories with 
photographs if the CMLA and Begum Ershad welcoming their visit. 


Visits Martyrs Memorial 


In the afternoon Gen Ershad visited the Martyrs’ Memorial at Tundikhel in 
the city and placed wreaths there. 


The memorial is dedicated to the martyrs who laid down their lives for the 
cause of democracy in i951. 














"We, in Bangladesh," the CMIA said, “have taken keen interest in this 
process, particularly the three-tier structure of the Panchayat system with 
the village and town Panchayats at its base and the Rashtriya Panchayat 

the unicameral legislature at the apex." 


Gen Ershad pointed out that the primary aim of his government was to 
ameliorate the welfare of the ninety million people cf Bangladesh. 


He said the Government in the seven months since it assumed office, had 
dedicated itself with total commitment to the task of national reconstruc- 
tion, The key to this policy, he said, was to achieve administrative 
decentralisation by taking the Government closer to the people. 


The CMIA said with this end in view thana would be transformed into the 
basic unit of administration in Bangladesh. "It is from here that we can 
direct and channelise our developmental efforts for the benefit of the 
68,000 villages of Bangladesh," he said. 


Gen Ershad told the reception that far-reaching measures had already been 
initiated in all spheres of activities. "Reforms in our judicial and 
educational systems have been instituted," he said, adding steps had also 
been taken for improving social welfare, health and population control, 


The CMIA expressed his firm belief that given the resolve and dedication 
of “our people born out of sacrifice and suffering, we shall succeed 
through perseverance." He said Kathmandu is a city which palpably demon- 
strates the unique blend of a rich past, a vibrant present and a promising 
future which, he observed, the Nepalese nation was engaged in building 
under the dynamic leadership of King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev. 


In his address of felicitation to Gen Ershad, the chief of Kathmandu Nagar 
Panchayat said, "We feel honoured and proud to say that Bangladesh is one 
of the first countries to welcome heartily the historic call of King 
Birendra for regional cooperation for the utilization and development of 
water resources," 


He said development of waterways was the need of the hour to facilitate all 
viable transport:in Nepal facing difficulties in development because of her 
landlocked nature, 


Following is the text of speech by Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt Gen 
H.M, Ershad at the civic reception given in his honour by Kathmandu Nagar 
Panchayat on Thursday: 


Mr Chairman, Members of the Kathmandu Nagar Panchayat, Citizens of Kathmandu, 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen. 


I bring to you the friendly greetings and good wishes of the people of 
Bangladesh, 

















My wife and I and the members of my delegation are deeply touched by your 
open-hearted welcome and generous hospitality. They are an eloquent 
testimony to the deep and abiding friendship between our two nations and 
peoples. This is a memorable occasion which I shall truly cherish. As I 
look around this beautiful and historic valley nestled in the lap of the 
Himalayas, I cannot but be impressed by the vision inspired by the soaring 
peaks surrounding us. A vision of peace, progress, stability in permanency 
for this great country of Nepal--the proud sentinel of our own South Asian 
region. 


It gives me immense pleasure to be here in this historic city of Kathmandu 
with its abundant cultural and artistic riches where the modern mingles with 
traditional and growth is everywhere evident. Indeed, Kathmandu is more 
than the capital of Nepal. It is not only the seat of the Government and 
the main centre of commerce, crafts, education and industry, but Kathmandu 
symbolises the growth of the Nepalese Nation, its pride and indomitable 
spirit, the unity of its people among diversity and its fiercely independent 
heritage, It is a city which palpably demonstrates the unique blend of a 
rich past, a vibrant present and a promising future. A future that this 
great Nation is engaged in building under the dynamic and enlightened leader- 
ship of His Majesty King Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev. 


As a close neighbour of Nepal with centuries of uninterrupted contact 
between our peoples, Bangladesh has always taken the keenest interest in 

the developments in Nepal. We have watched with admiration the remarkable 
progress achieved in various spheres of life--social, political and economic. 
Confident strides have been taken towards the creation of a society free of 
exploitation. Constitutional provisions are geared to ensuring class coordi- 
nation and a decentralized administration that can reach all sections of the 
Nepalese people. We have taken keen interest in this process and particu- 
larly the three-tiered structure of the Panchayat System with the ve. llage 
and town Panchayats at its base and the Rashtriya Panchayat--the unicameral 
legislature at the apex. A system that conforms to the genius of the 

people of Nepal and its time-honoured traditions. 


We in Bangladesh also, in our twelve years of independent nationhood, have 
passed through difficult and challenging times. Our primry aim remains 
that of ameliorating the welfare of our 90 million people, the great majority 
of whom live in rural Bangladesh, This Government in the seven months since 
it assumed office, has dedicated itself with total commitment to the task 
of national reconstruction and upliftment of our people. We mean to ensure 
to our people their rightful participation in the Government which must 

be so geared as to respond effectively to their needs. The key to this 
policy is to achieve administrative decentralisation by taking the Govern- 
ment to the people. To this end we will be transforming the Thana into 

the basic unit of administration in Bangladesh. It is from here that we 
can direct and channel our developmental efforts for the benefit of the 
68,000 villages of Bangladesh. 

















Far-reaching measures have already been initiated in all spheres of 
activities. Reforms in our judicial and educational systems have been 
instituted, measures for improving social welfare, health and population 
control and for mobilising our abundant human and natural resources have 
been generated--measures that will effectively contribute to the building 
of a society free from hunger and deprivation. It is our firm belief that 
given the resolve and dedication of our people borne out of sacrifice and 
suffering we shall succeed through perseverance, 


Mr Chairman, our two countries are bound by countless affinities arising out 
of geography, history, common culture, traditions and shared perceptions. 
Our contacts and interaction in all aspects of human endeavour date back 
from time immemorial. We have common problems, common aspirations and a 
virtual identity of views on all issues of global and regional concern. 


Today our priorities are clear-cut. At home we mist lay the foundations 
of peace through mutual trust and cooperation with all our neighbours. 
Each of us have a legitimate stake in the other's welfare and we mst 
redouble our efforts to remove past differences if any, and to build for 
tomorrow new ties of confidence and understanding. Regionally, we must 
create an environment of peace through structured cooperation and mintain 
the momentum in making this process of cooperation self-sustaining so that 
our region can be free from conflict and an area of constructive good- 
neighbourly relations. Internationally, our consistent commitment to the 
United Nations Charter and the Non-Aligned Movement obliges us to exert 
our utmost efforts to lessen international tension and seek constructive 
solutions to critical issues that divide and threaten our world. It is 
through our joint efforts that we can strengthen the rule of international 
law and give meaningful substance to the interdependence of our global 
society. 


As we stand at the foot of these mighty mountains, humbled by their mijesty, 
we are confident that as long as these peaks stand proud and firm, the 
friendship between our two countries and peoples will endure and flourish. 


Thank you, 


CSO: 4600/1348 








BANGLADESH 


LEADERS SEND CONDOLENCES ON BREZHNEV DEATH 


Chowdhury, Others 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 12 Nov 82 pp 1, 8 


(Text] President Ahsanuddin Chowdhury has condoled the death of Soviet 
President Leonid [llyich Brezhnev, reports BSS. 


In a message to the Presidum of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, President 
Ahsanuddin said: "We have been deeply grieved to learn about the passing 
away of his excellency, Mr Leonid Illyich Brezhnev, President of the Supreme 
Soviet of the USSR. 








"The government and the people of Bangladesh share the sorrows of the Soviet 
people at this hour. Please accept our most sincere condolences at your 
great national loss." 











Our staff correspondent adds: different political parties have issued 
statements condoling the death of Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev. 


Mr M.A. Matin, Acting President of Bangladesh Muslim League (Sabur), in 
his statement said that the present problem-ridden world lost a great 
leader in the death of Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev. He said that the 
world now full of conflicts had lost a great leader and only the future 
could say when this loss could be met up. He expressed his condolences to 
the people of the great Soviet Union. 











Professor Muzaffar Ahmed and Pir Habibur Rahman, President and General 
Secretary of National Awami Party (Muzaffar) in a joint statement said that 
the peace-loving people all over the world would remember the glorious 
contribution of President Brezhnev to world peace, detente and disarmament. 
He was the dependable and trusted friend of the oppressed and exploited and 
an undaunted fighter for peace, independence and socialism, 














The Executive President, Mr Khabiruddin Ahmed and General Secretary Mr 
Abdullah Tark of Bangladesh Chhatra Samity, in a statement condoled the 
death of Soviet President Brezhnev and expressed their deep sympathy to 
the people of the Soviet Union. 











Ershad Message 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 12 Nov 82 pp 1, 8 


[text] The Chief Martial Law Administrator, Lt Gen H.M. Ershad, has sent 
a message condoling the death of Soviet President Leonid Illyich Brezhnev, 
reports BSS. 


The CMIA, now on an official visit to Nepal, said that the late Soviet 
President, during his long leadership had undoubtedly influenced the course 
of developments in the Soviet Union as well as the outside world. 


The CMIA's message sent to the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republic said: 


[It is with a sense of profound sorrow that we in Bangladesh have received 
the news of the sad demise of His Excellency Mr Leonid Illyich Brezhnev, 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. 


"During his long leadership, he has undoubtedly influenced the course of 
developments in the Soviet Union as well as the outside world. 


"At this time of your national bereavement, I wish to express on behalf of 
the government and the people of Bangladesh and on my own behalf our deepest 
condolences and most sincere sympathies to the government and the people of 
the USSR." 


President 


President Ahsanuddin Chowdhury has condoled the death of Soviet President 
Brezhnev. 


In a message he said: We have been deeply grieved to learn about the 
passing away of His Excellency, Mr Leonid Illyich Brezhnev, 


"The government and the people of Bangladesh share the sorrows of the 


Soviet people at this hour, Please accept our most sincere condolences 
at your great national loss," 


CSO: 4600/1348 
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BANGLADESH 


PLANNING BODY FOR ISLAMIC FOREIGN! MINISTERS MEETS 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 2 Nov 82 p 1 


(Text] A National Committee headed by Chief Martial Law Administrator 

Lt Gen H.M. Ershad, has been formed to oversee the preparation of the forth- 
coming Islamic Foreign Ministers’ Conference to be held in Dhaka by the 
second half of December 1983. 


The first meeting of the National Committee will be held today (Tuesday). 


The high-powered National Committee includes Rear Admiral M.A. Khan, DCMIA 
Foreign Minister Mr A.R.S. Doha, Works Minister Major General Abdul Mannan 
Siddiky, Industries and Commerce Minister Mr Shafiul Azam, Home Minister 
Major-General Mohabhat Jan Choudhry, Finanee and Planning Minister Mr A.M.A. 
Muhith, Information Minister Syed Najmddin Hashim, local Government Minister 
Mr Mahbubur Rahman, PSO to the CMIA and the Chief of General Staff of the 
Bangladesh Army. 


Mr Faruq Ahmed Choudhury until recently Bangladesh Ambassador to Brussels 
will act as the Member Secretary of the National Committee. He will also 
be the Chief Coordinator of the forthcoming Islamic Foreign Ministers' 
Confrence. 


The 14th Islamic Foreign Ministers’ Conference will be the biggest inter- 
national moot to be held in Dhaka. And to conduct the conference properly 
the government is preparing for it well ahead of tim, 


Besides, the National Committee which will work under the personal direction 
of the Chief Martial Law Administrator nine other sub-committees have also 
been formed, Eight of the nine sub-committees will be headed by the Cabinet 
Ministers and the other one will be headed by the PSO to the Chief Martial 
Law Administrator. 


The nine sub-committees formed are on confererence hospitality, conference 
centre security, Press and publicity, city development and civic reception, 
trade fair transport, cultural and telecommnication. 


The proposal for making Dhaka the venue of the 14th Islamic Foreign Ministers 
Conference as made at the Baghadad conference and was confirmed at the 
last Islamic Foreign Ministers Conference held in Niamey. 


ll 

















A special cell in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the conference has 
been created, 


Over six hundred persons including delegation members, media representatives 
will be coming to Dkaha, Besides, a large part of the Islamic Secretariat 
will move to Dkaha to provide the logistic support. 


The conference will be held at the new Parliament House. Ariingement is 


being made for simultaneous translation of the proceedings in Arabic, 
French and English, the official languages of the Islamic conference. 


CSO: 4600/1329 
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BANG LADESH 


LABOR MINISTER REPORTS ON VISIT TO ARAB GULF 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 6 Nov 82 pp 1, 16 


(Text] The Government has decided to open two missions, one each at Omn 
and Bahrain with the objectives of strengthening bilateral relations with 
the two countries and getting more job opportunities for Bangladeshis there. 


Disclosing this to BSS, Air Vice Marshal (Retd) K.M. Aminul Islam, Minister 
for Labour and Manpower, said that formalities in this regard were being 
cleared. At present Bangladesh has no mission in Jordan, Bahrain and Oman, 
he added, 


—— — — 


The Labour Minister who returned to Dkaha on Monday from Dubai after a 
month long visit to UAE, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait, Jordan, Oman and Saudi 
Arabia pointed out that in the absence of our missions Bangladeshis working 
there found themselves in great difficulty in solving their numerous 
problems including remittance of their money and renewal of passports. 

For lack of legal channels many felt constrained to send their income home 
through “hundi system." 





In reply to a question, he said that more than 20,000 Bangladeshis were 
now working in Oman. Their number in Bahrain and Jordan stood at seven 
thousand and five thousand respectively. The setting «p of missions in 
those countries would enormously boost employment oppo: tunities of our 
nationals besides solving mny day to problems of those already working 
there. 


Air Vice Marshal Islam said that he had signed a memorandum of understanding 
with Oman on the employment of Bangladesh nationals during his visit there, 

Jordan was also willing to sign a bilateral agreement with us on the employ- 
ment of Bangladeshis there and it had put up a draft on this matter for our 

consideration. 


Describing the visit as fruitful he noted that the prospect of boosting 
employment opportunities in seven Middle Eastern countries was very bright. 
This prospect is not diminishing, rather it is going on at the same level 
as before, he said. 
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The Labour Minister who in course of his visit to the Middle Eastern 
countries held discussions with his counterparts and personnel of other 
ministries and agencies connected with manpower employment and employers 
in the private sectors said that his aission aimed at improving prom tion 
activities for increased employment opportunities for our nationals and 
finding out problems being faced by the Bangladeshis in those countries. 
He was of the view that constant promotional efforts would help increase 
employment opportunities of the Bangladeshis in those countries. What we 
need most at the moment is to have constant liaison with these countries 
at all levels, he said. 


The Minister was happy to note that there was a great deal of goodwill in 
those countries for the people of Bangladesh. All the authorities and 
employers concerned he had met expressed their satisfaction to him at the 
conduct and performances of the Bangladeshi employees. The employers of 
the Middle Eastern countries were particularly happy with the Bangladeshi 
workers as “they are very much law abiding, obedient and disciplined and 
they do not create law and order situation.” 


Summing up his tour impression, the Minister said that the visit had helped 
establish direct rapport with the important personalities of the private 
sectors in thosecountries and it would be easy for Bangladeshi missions at 
those places to maintain direct liaison with the appropriate agencies. 
From now on appropriate delegations from Bangladesh would be visiting the 
Middle Eastern countries to sustain promotional activities on employment 
of Bangladeshi nationals. Appropriate delegations from those countries 
would also be visiting Bangladesh on regular basis for recruitment of 
manpower, Delegations from Jordan and Oman would come to Bangladesh soon 
to streamline the process of recruiting our people, he added, 


CSO: 4600/1338 
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BANGLADESH 


PEOPLE WARNED AGAINST 'SURREPTITIOUS ACTIVITIES’ 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 3 Nov 82 p 1 


(Text] It has come to the notice of the Government that some elements are 
trying to indulge in activities of a political nature, including holding of 
meetings and distribution of leaflets under cover of and in the name of 
social, cultural or religious functions. They are trying to utilise seen- 
ingly immocent gatherings to promote their political aims and objectives at 
a time when all political activities are prohibited under Martial Law, says 
a handout, 


The Government cannot but take a serious view of the matter and would like 
to remind all concerned that taking out processions, raising of slogans, 
holding of meetings of a political nature and distribution of leaflets 
containing political materials are punishable under Martial Law Regulations. 
Any violation of such Regulations on ome pretext or the other cannot be 
ignored by the Government which has the responsibility of ensuring tranquil- 
ity and security of life of the peace-loving citizens. In the event of 
wilful violation of any Martial Law Regulation or Order, the Government 

will have no option but to set in motion the provisions of the law for 
taking care of such violations. 


cso: 4600/1331 
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BANGLADESH 


CONVICTED SPY SENTENCED TO 5 YEARS IN PRISON 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Nov 82 p 1 


[Text] The Special Martial Law Court No 1 Zone--A. Dhaka has found Md 
Akbar Ali of village Bouglarkuthi P.S. Bhurungamri district Rangpur guilty 
under Sections 3 and 9 of the Official Secrets Act 1923 read with Special 
Powers Act 1974 and sentenced him to suffer R I for 5 years, reports BSS. 


Another accused, A. Karim, was found not guilty and was acquitted. 


According to the case story on 20 November 1978 a patrol party found two 
persons talking near the international border at Bhurungamri. 

challenged one of them fled away across the border and the other was caught 
from a nearby house inside Bangladesh where he was hiding. The man named 
Sakander was arrested and some papers and a secret document was found in 
his possession and seized. During investigation Sakander died. Some 
letters appear to have been written by accused Akbar Ali, was also seized 
from him. 


Accused Akbar Ali who is son of deceased Sakander Ali made a confessional 
statement before a mgistrate admitting that he used to send information 
to a foreign country and that he actually sent the document seized from 
his father near Bhurungamari border, 


The court found that accused Akbar Ali not only divulged official secrets 
but was also engaged in the heinous act of espionage sending vital inform 
tion to a foreign country endangering the defence of the state. The seized 
letters showed that the accused had intimacy with some foreigners and that 
he was in correspondence with them. 


As such he deserved deterrent punishment but considering the fact that he 
had already suffered imprisonment in the hajat for about 4 years he was 
awarded the sentence of R I for 5 years. 


Nine prosecution witnesses were examined in the case. The prosecution was 
conducted by the Chief Special Public Prosecutor and Deputy Attorney General 
Mr Maqsudur Rahman assisted by Special Public Prosecutor Mr Rafiuddin Ahmad, 


CSO: 4600/1349 


16 








BANGLADESH 


DISAGREEMENT ON POSITION OF THANA CHAIRMEN NOTED 

'NEW NATION' Report 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 4 Nov 82 pp 1, 8 
[Article by Matiur Rahman] 


[Text] The model structure for the proposed thana administration has 
undergone drastic changes vesting more powers and authority to the bureau- 
crat and member of the setup. 


According to the changes the chairman to be elected by the local people 
will be a mere figurehead at the top of what is called thana parishad 
virtually with no effective power or control over the thana administration. 


A government notification issued recently to different ministries carried 
an annexure showing the deviation or departure from the government's much- 
publicised scheme of moving the administrative unit from the district to 
the thana level. 


The notification carried the annexure showing a weighty position for the 
newly posted ‘commissioner’ who will have total control over the other thana 
level officers and their setup. 


According to the notification the thana police has been given an independent 
status along with the thana judiciary. The original scheme prepared after 
the review of the administrative reorganization and reforms committee's 
reports included thana police under the new administrative setup as its 
subordinate functionary. 


The original scheme visualised by the martial law government provided that 
an elected chairman through numerous functional or subject committees 
comprising officials of other departments will run the thana administration 
with the help of the executive body of thana parishad. The commissioner 
will work as his staff officer to help run the administration properly. 
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There was no mention of such functional committees either in the notifica- 
tion or its ammexure, Rather all the thana-level officers have been 
placed directly under the thana commissioner who is also empowered to 
write annual confidential records of the officers of functional groups. 


The new annexure which did not define any specific position to be occupied 
by the elected chairman in the thana setup showed neither any direct or 
indirect link with other thana working officers thus setting him outside 
of the chain of command of the thana administration. 


The original plan for thana administration under “reorganization and 
reforms of administration" had provided that the chairman to be elected 
by the local people would be the chief executive and chief of coordination 
in all local matters including development of a thana. 


The annexure showed eleven thana level officers such as circle officer 
(revenue), medical officer, education officer, health and population officer, 
engineering officer, Ansar and VDP head, agriculture officer, cooperative 
officer (Regulation), cooperative officer (development), livestock officer 
and fisher officer--all will be placed directly under the newly-posted 
commissioner. 


It is learnt four more officers will be posted at thana level soon and they 
are mass communication officer, statistics officer, social welfare officer, 
and rural development officer, 


An official source indicated that five to six more officers might be posted 
at thana level in the near future, 


An educationist pointed out to this correspondent that the government had 
launched crusade against corruption and in doing so it wanted to decentralise 
the administration giving it a democratic foundation at the grassroots level. 
But the new setup with a government servant at the top will open "“flogate" 

of corruption. All his subordinate officers will not bother about the welfare 
of the people. 


It is further learnt that the thana commissioners will be directly linked 
with the establishment and cabinet divisions. 


Initially 45 thanas in different districts are going to the new administra- 
tive setup from November 7. Another 55 thanas will be upgraded by December 
next. The rest 346 thanas of the country will be brought under the new 
administrative setup by the end of next year. 


The government is contemplating creating another elective post--vice-chair- 
man--for the thana parishad. If decision to this effect is taken both 
chairman and vice chairman for thana parishad will be elected together 
directly by the people. 
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As soon as the government makes up its mind, election commission will be 
given the green signal for holding the election for the local bodies 
probably by the end of next year. 


A highly placed source told this correspondent that about 40 lakh voters 
would be enrolled when new voter lists would be prepared by the election 
commission before holding the election of the local bodies. 


According to latest indications available from a highly placed source, the 
designation of the newly posted ‘commissioner’ at the thana may be changed 
to 'thana executive officer." 


Government Refutation 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 5 Nov 82 pp l, 8 


[Text] The attention of the Government has been drawn to a news item 
published in a section of the Press on 4 November 1982 about the functions 
of Thana Nirbahi Officer (formerly known as Thana Commissioner) and their 
effect on the administrative setup in the upgraded Thanas. The news item 
is misleading and is far from the fact as has been notified by the Govern- 
ment, according to a PID handout, 


In the new organisational setup of the upgraded Thanas the Thana Nirbahi 
Officer will be an executive officer to the elected Chairman and the Chair- 
man will be the Chief Executive of the Thana. The Chairman as the Chief 
Executive of the Thana will have total administrative control over all the 
Thana level officers, Thana Nirbahi Officer will assist the Chairman as 

an executive officer in performing his duties and in coordinating the duties 
of other departmental officers of Thana. The Annual Confidential Report 

of the Thana Nirbahi Officer will be written by the Chairman, The Thana 
Nirbahi Officer will be answerable to the Thana Chairman for all his 
activities in the discharge of his duties. About writing Annual Confidential 
Report of the Thana level officer, it may be mentioned that the Thana 
Nirbahi Officer will merely initiate the reports and the elected Chairman 
will finally scrutinise and countersign the report with his remarks. 
District officers of respective departments will be the technical reporting 
officers of Thana level officers. 


In the new organisational setup the Thana Nirbahi Officer will have 
development functions as well as regulatory functions. Certain functionary 
heads like Police Ansar and VDP Revenue and Statistics have been kept under 
regulatory functions under the overall control of Thana Parishad Chairman, 
Only the Munsiff-Magistrate will have independent judiciary function, 


In the interim period till election Thana Nirbahi Officer my also act as 
Chairman of Thana Parishad and some nominated individuals at some selected 
Thanas may also act as Chairmen of Thana Parishad. 


The upgraded Thanas will be directly administered by the Districts instead 
of Sub-Divisions and will have no direct link with Cabinet or Establishment 
Division, 
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Charter of duties of Thana Nirbahi Officer as approved by the Government are 
given below: 


a. He will be staff officer to the elected Chairman of Thana Parishad who 
will be the Chief Executive of Thana. He will also be the chief executive 
officer of Thana Parishad, shall be responsible to the Chairman of Thana 
Parishad and assist him in implementation of policies and decisions of the 
Thana Parishad. 





b. Assist the Chairman in supervising all Thana level development and 
administrative work, 


c. Assist the Parishad in preparing a co-ordinated development plan of the 
Thana and ensure its execution. 


d. Exercise preventive jurisdiction of a First Class Magistrate under 
sections 133, 144 and 145 of the Cr.P.C. in order to maintain law and 
order in the Thana area, 


e. Initiate Annual Confidential Report of all Thana level officers except 
Magistrate Munsiff, The Chairman, Thana Parishad will be the counter- 
signing officer. District Officers of respective <\epartments will be the 
technical reporting officers of Thana officers. 

f. Attend emergency duties, such as relief duties »‘ollowing natural 
calamities, receive stores including food and distribute relief materials 
as directed by Thana Parishad. 

g. Protocol duties. 

h. Supervise and control revenue and budget administration of the Thana. 


i. Emsure that the Government directives on Thana administration are 
followed, 


j. Co-ordinate all Thana level training activities, 

k. Act as Treasury Officer. 

1. Perform such other fumctions as may be entrusted to him by the Government 
or the Thana Parishad Chairman or as may be conferred on him by the Govern- 
ment under any law. 


Hence there should be no cause for apprehension that the elected Chairman 
will not exercise full control over the Thana administration. 


CSO: 4600/1335 
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BANGLADESH 


REPORT ON FOREIGN AID DISBURSEMENT FOR 1981-82 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 1 Nov 82 p 1 


[Text] The total disbursement of foreign assistance in the form of grants 
and loans under the categories of food, commodity and project aid totalled 
1236.1 million US dollars during the last fiscal year 1981-82. The 
availability of foreign assistance during the period was 5068.1 million 

US dollars of which an amount of 1943 million US dollars accounted for 
fresh aid commitment and the rest of the amount accounted for the opening 
pipeline as on July 1, 1982. While the disbursement of food aid during 
the period under review was quite satisfactory with the utilised portion 
standing above 90 percent, the project aid disbursement greatly faltered 
at the level of only 584.2 million US dollars against the total availability 
of project aid, however, accounted for a fresh aid commitment of 1233 
million US dollars during the fiscal year 1981-82, 


The non-utilisation of a large portion of the project aid was due to the 
lesser disbursement of commodity aid by way of which the internal counter- 
part fund is mobilised. The lower degree of commodity aid disbursement, 
while posing hindrance to the optimum utilisation of project aid is 
considered economically unviable by the donor countries and agencies, As 
commodity other than in the form of aid can provide economic benefits to 
the donor countries and agencies from the world market. 


The commodity or in other words the non-project aid disbursed during the 
period under review totalled 421.4 million US dollars against the availability 
of 856.7 million US dollars of which 492 million US dollars was the commit- 
ment of fresh aid. 


The opening pipeline of foreign assistance as on July 1, 1982 stood at 
3832 million US dollars of which food aid accounted for 46.3 million US 
dollars, non-project and 435.3 million US dollars and project aid 3350.4 
million US dollars, 


Meanwhile the commitment of foreign aid during the ..-rent fiscal year has 
been estimated at 1900 million US dollars with the estimated disbursement 
level of 1300 million US dollars involving food commodity and project aid. 


CSO: 4600/1325 
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BANGLADESH 


AGREEMENTS ON FRG GRANTS TO BANGLADESH SIGNED 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Nov 82 p 1 


(Text] Bangladesh will receive Taka 126 crore (140 million DM) as grant 
during 1982-83 from the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG) under two separate 
agreements signed between the two countries in Dhaka on Tuesday, reports 
BSS. 


The FRG also agreed to give Bangladesh an additional amount of Taka 40.5 
crore (45 million DM) as technical assistance during the period. 


The agreements came after three days of talks between Bangladesh officials 
and the visiting FRG economic delegation led by Dr W. Ehmann which arrived 
in Dhaka last Tuesday. 


Of the Taka 125 crore available under FRG development assistance, Taka 45 
crore will be in the form of general commodity aid and 81 crore will be in 
project aid. 


The commodity aid will be utilised to finance the import of urgently 
required goods and spare parts andthe project aid will be used mainly to 
improve and expand the Ashuganj Power Station. 


The Taka 40,5 crore technical assistance will support rural development 
projects like seed production, plant protection, irrigation and feeder 
road construction with a view to improving food production in the country. 


Of the total Taka 81 crore project aid Taka 13.5 crore (15 million DM) has 
been earmarked for oil and gas exploration programme, 


The FRG has already provided 25,000 metric tons of wheat in response to 
the urgent need of the Bangladesh Government during the current fiscai 
year and the total contribution for the year would go up to Taka 185 crore 
(200 million DM). 


The agreements were signed by Mr Shafiul Alam, Additional Secretary of the 
External Resources Division and Dr Ehmann, Under Secretary of the West 
German Ministry for Economic Cooperation, on behalf of their respective 
countries, 
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West Germany is one of the major donor countries to Bangladesh and till now 
its financial assistance amounted to about Taka 2,000 crore, (2.2 billion DM) 
for various development projects and food aid. In addition, more than 700 
Bangladeshis received training in Germany and abroad under its assistance 


programme, 


Speaking on the occasion, Dr Ehmann said Bangladesh was the major partner 
of FRG in the field of economic cooperation, would continue to receive 
priority in getting W. German development assistance. Bangladesh is the 
third largest recipient of FRG assistance, he added, 


Mr Shafiul Alam thanked the FRG Government for extending substantial economic 
assistance to Bangladesh over the year. 


CSO: 4600/1349 
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BANGLADESH 





PROBLEMS OF ANNUAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNED EXAMINED 

Performance Termed Poor 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 31 Oct 82 pp L, 8 
[Article by Kazi Montu] 


[Text] Performance in the implementation of the Annual Development Programme 
(ADP) for 1982-83 was very poor in the first quarter of the year. 





The autonomous bodies received less than 15 percent of the total local 
currency allocation in the current development programme despite simplifi- 
cation of the fund release procedure, it is learnt. 


A total of Tk 2111.16 crore for 532 core projects was allocated in the ADP, 
This amount includes a local currency provision of Tk 1235 crore, out of 
which Tk 921 crore was earmarked for the autonomous bodies. 


The autonomous bodies drew in the last July-September period only Tk 138 
crore out of Tk 921 crore. 


The fund release procedure was simplified in order to enable the ministries 
to release the local currency fund during the first three quarters of the 
year for the core projects undertaken by the autonomous bodies without the 
approval of the Finance Division, 


It is learnt that the delay in working out the fund release procedure and 
finalization of the ADP caused loss of six weeks in the process, 


Reviewing the pecformance of different ministries and divisions in the 

implementation of their projects on the basis of available information the 

Finance Minister observed in a paper that the pace of progress was not 
‘in keeping with the target strategy and modalities. 


According to a source in the Finance and Planning Ministry out of 419 


projects included in the current development programme, 107 
are yet to be received by the Ministry. 
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Twenty-two out of the 66 unapproved projects which were to be considered 
for approval after revision have so far been approved while 228 out of the 
358 unapproved schemes were recommended by the relevant authority. 


It is gathered that the schemes which will not be received by October 31 
by the Planning Ministry will find themselves automatically dropped from 
the revised ADP. 


These physical plans required for meaningful and planned incurrence of 
expenditure were scheduled to be submitted by August 31, but mny 
ministries and divisions have failed to submit the plans by the given time- 
table they have been advised by Finance and Planning Ministry to send afresh 
their physical plans to the PMB and the Planning Commission by October 31. 


The Finance Ministry is learnt to have deplored gross negligence on the part 
of many ministries to monitor the progress of their project works. 


The Finance Ministry has suggested for monthly review of project performance 
at the respective level of the ministries and divisions on a regular basis 

in order to facilitate identification and removal of bottlenecks and solution 
of problems. 


Different ministries and divisions were asked earlier to submit their reports 
on the progress of implementation of their projects during the first quarter 
of the current fiscal year by October 31. 


Allocation Revision Studied 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 1 Nov 82 p l 


(text] The Planning Commission is revising the allocations of the different 
projects in the Annual Development Programme (ADP) for the year 1982-83, 
The size of the ADP, however, remains unchanged at Taka 2700 crores. 


Talking to this correspondent on Sunday, Finance and Planning Minister 
Mr AMA. Muhith said that the revision of the allocations of different 
projects under ADP is required to place necessary funds for timely 
completion of the projects. He denied the report that the ADP is being 
revised again. 


The Finance Minister said that the relevant Ministry is now empowered to 
release funds for implementation of the projects. 


He expressed his satisfaction at the release of 15 percent funds during the 
first quarter of the current financial year for the autonomous bodies. He 
said that the amount was only 5 percent during the same period last year, 
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Nationai Economic Council Meeting 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 6 how 82 p 1 


[Text] The National Economic Council met in Dhaka on Friday with the Chief 
Martial Law Administrator, Lt Gen H.M. Ershad in the chair, and reviewed 
the progress of implementation of the Annual Development Programme for the 
year 1981-82, reports BSS. 


The meeting identified problems of implementation of the last year's 
development programme and had elaborate discussions on then. 


It took number of proposals for proper implementation of the current year's 
fiscal development programme in the light of past experience. 


The meeting stressed the need for taking special care for proper and timely 
implementation of the development programmes of national importance. 


It adopted proposals for further strengthening the monitoring arrangement 
and simplification of disbursement procedure of project money. 


The meeting also stressed on identification of realistic programmes in view 
the availability of resources, 


The meeting was informed that out of a total outlay of Taka two thousand 
seven hundred and fifteen crore including Taka one thousand crore project 
aid in the ADP of 1981-82, Taka two thousand two hundred and eighty-two 
crore representing eighty four percent was spent. 


The CMIA directed that effective steps must be taken to see that last 
year's shortfall in performance is not repeated in future particularly 
physical programme and that strengthening monitoring arrangements and 
regular review of progress be made with regards to the implementation of 
the projects. 


csO: 4600/1325 
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BANGLADESH 


FOOD-FOR-WORK PROGRAM ADVANCED TO AID NEEDY 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 1 Nov 82 p 1 


[Text] The Food-for-Work Programme for the current financial year begins 
throughout the country today, (Monday) with the allocation of 4 lakh 
metric tons of wheat, reports BSS. 


Valued at over Taka 160 crore the 1 crore 7 lakh 20 thousand maunds of 
wheat will be used as wage to labourers for the implementation of 
4 thousand projects under the programme. 


An official source toid the agency that the Food-for-Work Programme has 
been advanced this time by more than two months to provide relief to the 
people particularly to those who were badly affected by drought. It was 
in accordance with the directive of Chief Martial Law Administrator Lt Gen 
H.M. Ershad, the source added, 


The allocation for last fiscal year was 2,55000 metric tons having 3500 
projects in the programme. Generation of rural employment, stabilisatim 
of price and nutrition supplement to the people remained the basic objec- 
tives of the programme. The programme is expected to generate over ten 
crore man-days, the sources said. 


The World Food Programme with the contribution of 1,75,000 tons of wheat is 
the single largest donor to the programme followed by the United States 
with a contribution of one lakh tons to be channelled through USAID, The 
other major contributors to the programme are Australia, Canada and the 
United Kingdom. The wheat to the programme received from external sources 
is in the form of grant. The government will participate in the programme 
by contributing about 65,000 tons of wheat, 


The source said from this year a fundamental change in the approval of 
projects in the programme has taken place, From now on all projects under 
the programme will be approved by the subdivisional project implementation 
committee while subdivision-wise allocation of the quantum of wheat will 

be made by the ministry. Last year 83 percent of the wheat was utilised and 
this year “we expect to utilise 90 percent because we are better prepared 
and have more time," the source added, 


CSO: 4600/1326 
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DHAKA TO IMPLEMENT LAW ON SOJOURNS ABROAD 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 1 Nov 82 p 1 


[Text] The Government has decided to take action under Martial Law Order 
No 9 of 1982 against 164 Government employees who overstayed abroad for 
more than one year without official approval or sanction, according to an 
official handout in Dhaka on Sunday, reports EM. 


The handout said about 582 government employees from different fields who 
went abroad years ago on specific scholarship deputation training or employ- 
ment keeping their services in lien with the parent departments or institu- 
tions have been overstaying in different countries. In some cases even for 
more than five years. 


The Government took serious view of the matter in cognizance of the offences 
committed by these persons having violated their contracts with the Govern- 
ment and institutions concerned, the handout said. 


These persons belonging to Government administration and educational insti- 
tutions such as universities and colleges have failed to report to their 
parent departments or institutions for new assignments causing anomalies in 
those places affecting the efficiency of the administrative machinery in 
general, the handout said. 


The Government expected that a sense of responsibility and dedication would 


prevail upon them and they would return home to take assignments in the 
greater interest of the country. 


CSO: 4600/1326 
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REPORTER TOLD OF ‘DEVASTATING’ DROUGHT IN JESSORE 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 2 Nov 82 pp 1, 8 


(Text) Jessore, Nov 1--Ramzan Ali sat like a dead man, eyes stretched 
into the endless nothingness of clear blue skies, His daughter Rabia 
had committed suicide. 


Ten-year-old Rabia of village Alipur of Jessore district hanged herself 
after failing to share with her dear ones the pains of continued hunger. 
Ramzan Ali had no option. He did not have any work. The drought had 
destroyed his crops. He had no money to buy food from the market. So 
Rabia used her final option. 


Ramzan Ali was all in tears when he talked to the New Nation, “What 
could I do. I have no work and no money to buy food from the mrket. 
Look to my field and see what had happened. The sun has burnt my fields 
and my family as well." 


But Ramzan Ali is not the lone unfortunate one who had lost his dear ones 
for want of food. Kulsum (11), daughter of Sultan Hossain of village 
Dikdana faced similar situation and ended her life by taking pesticide. 


“Only Allah knows how many people will suffer this year," said Ramzan Ali 
and added, "I have never seen a drought like this in my life." Some others 
sitting by his side nodded in approval and almost simultaneously looked 
towards the fields that lay barren under the burning sun. 


The devastating drought has hit 14 out of 21 thanas of Jessore district, 
These Thanas are Sarsa, Jhikargacha, Moheshpur, Chowgaccha, Kotchandpur, 
Manirampur, Keshabpur, Abhainagar, Bagharpara, Kotwali, Jhenaidah, Ksliganj, 
Narail and Shalika,. 


About 70 percent of the standing aman crop had been damaged in the district 
by the severe drought this year, according to latest assessment of the 
Agriculture Department. 


According to the sources in the Agriculture Department of the district, 
40,000 out of shree lakh acres of land earmarked for cultivation of trans- 
planted aman could not be sown while the standing transplanted aman crop of 
20,000 acres of land has been damaged by the drought. 
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The harvest of aus crop was also extremely poor in the district due to the 
drought. Consequently, the economic condition of the people has become 
alarming. 


The drought has brought in its wake widespread starvation, hunger, disease 
and death all pointing to the prevalence of a famine condition in the 
drought-affected areas of the district. 


Meanwhile, cholera and diarrhoeal diseases have broken out in the district 
in epidemic form already, claiming 200 lives in the drought-hit areas. 


Aman crop in Hazaribagh and Bankra unions have been totally damaged, The 
farmers of the two unions have lost their purchasing power completely as 
there is no scope for work in the area worst hit by the drought. 


Already more than 800 drought stricken people of the two unions have fled 
their homesteads for the urban areas in search of food and work. 


None of the district officials has yet visited the two unions. Only a 
couple of days ago the Circle Officer (Development) and Thana Agriculture 
Officer of Jhikargachha thana went to the area, but the hungry people 
gheraoed them for food and work, 


Dr Yusuf Majumdar, Regional Director of Khulna Divisional Agricultural 
Office along with the District Agriculture Officer visited the unions on 
October 28, He described the situation in these areas as grievous. 


He said after his return from the drought-hit Bankra union, "Aman crop has 
been totally damaged there," 


Distribution of rice through the open market operation could not be under- 
taken in Bankra union as there is no dealer there who has capacity to lift 
50 maunds of rice at a time, Rice is now selling at Tk 8 per seer while 
ata at Tk 5 seer. 


People of Kotwali, Jhikargachha and Sarsa thanas are using the burnt stalks 
of aman crop as animal fodder, The extent of damage in these thanas is 
about 80 percent, 


According to the district administration, about 5,000 drought stricken 
persons have fled their homesteads in search of food and work, 


Meanwhile, the District Agriculture Office has adopted necessary measures 
to protect the remaining aman crop on the fields from further damage, 


They have fielded a total of 115 one-cusec mobile power pumps in 19 thanas 
on October 21 to provide irrigation facilities to about 30,000 acres of 
land, 














It is learnt that 2300 shallow tubewells, 600 power pumps and 480 deep 
tubewells are there in different areas to irrigate the land under aman 
cultivation, The agriculture officers claim that the measures taken by 
them would save crop on 30,000 acres of land. But the agricultural 
experts maintain that the success of the programme depends on the avail- 
ability of water. 


CSO: 4600/1330 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


ERSHAD'S TENURE EXTENDED--The tenure of service of the Chief of Ary Staff 
Lt Gen H.M, Ershad has been extended for a period of two years with effect 
from December 1, 1982 according to an ISPR Press release in Dhaka on Thurs- 
day reports BSS, The decision was taken at a meeting of the Council of 
Ministers held on Tuesday, last. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER 

in Erglish 30 Oct 82 p l 


NEW IRANIAN AMBASSADOR--The new Iranian Ambassador in Bangladesh, Mr Mohammad 
Mehdi Akhund Zade Hbasti presented his credentials to President Ahsanuddin 
Chowdhury at the Bangabhaban on Wednesday morning, reports BSS. Presenting 
his credentials the envoy said he would endeavour his best to promote further 
the existing bond of friendship and mutual understanding between the two 
countries. The President reciprocated the sentiments expressed by the 

envoy and assured him of all cooperation and assistance in the discharge 

of his duties and responsibilities during his tenure of service in Bangla- 
desh. The envoy earlier on arrival at the Bangabhaban took the salute 
presented by a smartly turned out contingent of the President's Guard 
Regiment and inspected the guards, [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER 
in English 18 Nov 82 p 12] 


— — —— — — — 


PROMOTION BAN LIFTED--Ban on the promotion of deputy secretaries, joint 
secretaries and additional secretaries has been lifted to ensure dynamism 
in the government services and to remove frustration from among then, 
The Council of Ministers in its meeting held on October 8 reviewed the 
situation arising out of the ban on the promotion of the senior officers 
imposed following the proclamation of Martial Law. It was observed in 
the meeting that the prohibition on promotion had caused a sense of frus- 
tration in the minds of the deputy secretaries, joint secretaries and 
additional secretaries, The meeting, however, resolved to consider the 
cases of competent officers. [Excerpt] [Dhaka THENEW NATION in English 
3 Nov 82 > i 


AMBASSADOR TO MEXICO--The Government has decided to concurrently accredit 
Mr H.R. Chowdhury, at present Bangladesh Ambassador to the United States 
of America, as Ambassador to Mexico, it was officially announced in Dhaka on 
Thursday, —_ BSS. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 


6 Nov 82 p 3 
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AID FROM NORWAY--Representatives of Bangladesh and Norway on Thursday 
finalised 2 four year programme of assistance, says a PID handout. Under 
the programme Norway will support measures for Primary Health Care, 
especially mother and child care and Family Planning. The other min area 
of cooperation is Inland River Transport, while some funds will also be 
devoted to IRWP and Women's Community Centres. The greater part of the 
Norwegian financial resources will, however, be devoted to balance of 
payments support in accordance with the priority needs of Bangladesh in the 
current balance of payments situation, These funds will be used minly 

for import of essential goods from other developing countries in the area, 
For the first time, donor funds have been committed for import of crude 
petroleum. The Norwegian financing amounts to a total of Taka 48 crore 
annually, all in the form of grants. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER 


in English 5 Nov 82 p 1] 


IDB LOAN GRANTED--Bahrain, Nov 4--The Islamic Development Bank, IDB, said 
yesterday it had lent Bangladesh 10 million dollars to finance the import 
of cotton and a further 10.4 million dollars to buy a 15,000-on cargo 
vessel, the official Saudi press agency said, reports Reuter. The Jeddah 
based bank also lent Jordan 10 million dollars to buy crude oil and paid 
4.3 million dollars, acquired shares in a cement factory in Casablanca, 
Morocco. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 5 Nov 82 p 1] 


PACT WITH BULGARIA--Bangladesh and Bulgaria in Dhaka on Thursday signed a 
cultural exchange programme to promote and facilitate cooperation in the 
fields of education, information, culture, sports, science and technology 
between the two countries, reports BSS. Under the programme the Bulgarian 
government will offer five scholarships every year to Bangladeshi students 
and in return Bangladesh will offer one scholarship to Bulgaria. Both 
governments, as per the programme, will arrange exchange of scientists, 
writers, cultura! troupe, folk ensemble, musicians and experts in archeology. 
The two countries will also hold exhibitions of photographs in each other's 
country. The central libraries of both countries will exchange books on 
economics, social and cultural development of the country published in 

their most widespread languages. Both countries will also establish contact 
between sport teams and information and materials between union of journal- 
ists and mass meaid, The agreement was signed by the Additional Secretary 
in charge of the Sports and Cultural Division, Mr Manzur Murshed and 
Bulgarian Ambassador Mr Asparuh Papalezov. [Excerpt] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH 
TIMES in English 5 Nov 82 p 8] 


CSO: 4600/1337 
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BURMA 


BRIEFS 


NEW AUSTRALIAN ENVOY--Francis William Somerville Milne, the newly accredited 
ambassador of Australia to the Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma, 
presented his credentials to President U San Yu on 26 November at the 
president's office in Rangoon. [BKO50656 Rangoon WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY 

in English 27 Nov 82 p 1 BK] 


CSO: 4200/205 

















INDIA 


INDIA TO MAINTAIN CONTRIBUTIGNS TO UNITED NATIONS 


F. a at ea EL ae 
is ial Hate i 


in Tol ih ce 


nate is, ; rel vi 











i 
% 


eatin 


i 
ef ce at 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 Nov 82 p 20 


[Text] 


4600/1294 


CSO: 


35 








INDIA 


ASSAM TALKS FAIL, PARTICIPANTS’ STANDS EXPLAINED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 10 Nov 82 pp 1, 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Nov 9--As another round of negotiations on the foreigners’ 
issue failed today, the Assam movement leaders mde it clear to the Govern- 
side that the only category of people among the 1961-71 entrants into Assam 
they would accept were those who had valid citizenship certificates awarded 
to them by the Government of Assam. 


The rest must be "detected" or identified and their names struck off the 
electoral rolls. 


After the two-hour informal talks this evening between the Government side 
represented by the Defence Minister Mr R. Venkataraman, and the Union Home 
Minister Mr P.C. Sethi, the Assam movement leaders announced that they would 
now go back to Gauhati and place the matter before the executive committee 
of the All-Assam Students’ Union and the All-Assam Gana Sangram Parishad 

for their decisicn on what to do now--whether to continue the talks or begin 
a “phased movement." 


Mr Prafulla Kumar Mohanta, president of AASU and Mr Atul Bora, convenor of 
AAGSP told reporters that the Government side had told them there could be 
a round of informal talks in Gauhati after Mr Venkataraman and Mr Sethi 
reached there to inspect the Assam-Bangladesh borders, (At the instance 

of the AASU and AAGSP leaders, Mr Venkataraman and Mr Sethi have undertaken 
to visit the border on November 23, 24 and 25 to verify for themselves 
whether their complaints that the border had not yet been sealed off, 
resulting in an influx of refugees into Assam even now, was correct). 


They said that the modified formula presented by Mr Ravindra Varm, a 
leading Janata MP which was the main proposal discussed and debated during 
the just-concluded sixth round of tripartite talks, had not been found 
acceptable “as it presented nothing new.” 


Even the modified formula was further slightly changed today. It classified 
the 1961-71 entrants into Assam in four categories and suggested how they 
should be treated. 

















The first category of those people who have been given citizenship certifi- 
cates by the Government of Assam or those who have been resettled by the 
Government of Assam, according to the formula, are eligible to stay and 
vote in Assam. (Mr Bora estimated that the number of such people would 

be around 30,000 out of about 1.2 million entrants into the State during the 
1961-71 period). 


In the second category are placed those who have been given citizenship 
certificates by other States (such as West Bengal or Tripura). To remove 
the apprehension that certificates have been issued to them indiscriminately 
or on the basis of incomplete or fraudulent statements, an authority will 
be set up to scrutinize then. 


In the third category are those who have entered Assam between 1961 and 
1971 but are not in possession of citizenship certificates and yet they 
have had their names entered in the voters’ lists. The formla suggests 
that any citizen or group of citizens can raise a complaint to have their 
names removed from the rolls. 


Those who entered Assam between 1971-71 but have neither citizenship certi- 
ficates nor their names in the electoral rolls are in the fourth category. 
According to the formula, it will be the responsibility of the Government 
to detect all such unauthorized residents" and disperse them. 


Mr Bora said that the formula had nothing new init. "In fact, all the 
suggestions made so far by Mr Varma or the Government have amounted to 
presenting the old wine in a new bottle." He went to the extent of saying 
that Mr Varma's formula was “election-oriented." 


Mr Bora said: "We want detection of all the foreigners strictly in accord- 
ance with the Constitution and the laws. As far as we are concerned, only 
those who have valid citizenship certificates issued by the Assam Government 
are citizens and can stay in Assam, We do not recognize any other category." 
Mr Bora said the Government side had suggested resumption of the tripartite 
talks in the first week of December. This proposal would be considered 

at the executive committee of the AASU and AAGSP. 


Mr Bhrigu Phukan, AASU general secretary, today clarified that AASU and 
AAGSP were not in favour of the extension of President's rule in Assam 
unless it is found vitally necessary for a solution to the issue. 

They wanted a free and fair election in which foreigners were not allowed to 


vote. To that end they would oppose any election imposed without a solution 
to the issue, he said. 


CSO: 4600/1296 
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ASSAM GOVERNOR URGES ELECTIONS BY 18 MAR 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 Nov 82 p 6 


[Text] New Delhi, November 14--The governor of Assam, Mr Prakash Mehrotra 
is understood to have given full support to the idea of holding assembly 
elections in the state before March 18 next year. 


Mr Mehrotra met the Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi yesterday and 

assured her that peaceful elections in Assam could be held irrespective 

of whether the agitation leaders co-operated or not. There were indications 
that the agitation leaders themselves would like to have the elections. 


Political Effect 


The governor's view undoubtedly strengthens the thinking at the Centre at 
present in favour of holding the elections. The dominant view in government 
circles is that postponement of the elections through a constitutional 
amendment would give the impression of surrender to the agitationists. The 
result could be that the agitationists might become more intransigent. 


The political implication of a postponement could be strengthening the 
present understanding between the agitationists and rightist parties like 
the Bharatiya Janata Party and the Janata Party who have been advocating 
the deferring of the poll until a solution of the foreigners issues is 
found. This amounts to echoing the agitationists' demand, 


A final decision on the holding of the elections will be taken after the 
visit of the defence minister, Mr R. Venkataraman and the Union home 
minister, Mr P.C. Sethi to Assam on November 22 and 23 when the two Central 
ministers will find out whether Mr Mehrotra's views are acceptable. 


Even if it is administratively possible to ensure polling in Assam, the 
government is not likely to give up its efforts to arrive at an agreement 
with the agitationists. 


The effort will continue till December 7 when a formal tripartite meeting 
on the foreigners issue will be held, The announcement about the elections 
will be made only after this meeting. 
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Despite the apparent intransigent postures adopted by the agitation leaders 
at the Delhi talks, government circles seem to think that an understanding 
with them is still possible. 


A vigorous attempt to achieve this will be made by the two Central 
ministers when they hold informal talks with the agitationists in Gauhati 
during their visit to the state. 


In the event of no agreement being reached, the Union home ministry is 
understood to have identified the areas where elaborate security arrange- 
ments will have to be made for ensuring a peaceful poll. The full support 
given by the leftist parties to the idea of holding the poll gives added 
strength to the government to go ahead with the elections. 


cso: 4600/1318 
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INDIA 


CONGRESS-I ACTIVITY RESUMED IN KASHMIR 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 Nov 82 p 5 


(Text] Srinagar, November 14--After lying low for nearly two months, the 
state unit of the Congress (I) resumed its political activities by holding 
a district level convention at Anantnag yesterday. 


The Congress (1) has chalked out an elaborate programme to cover all 

three regions of the state by organising conventions and conferences. 

This resurgence in its activities follows the recent talks the state PCC(I) 
president, Mr Mufti Mohammad Sayeed had with the central leaders, including 
the Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi. 


The thinking is that the Congress (I) should continue to work as an opposi- 
tion party in order to keep the ruling National Conference in line. 
Abdicating this role would mean a walk-over for the National Conference 

in the assembly poll, likely to be held next summer. 


Mr Rajiv Gandhi, MP, is expected to pay a visit to the state. This visit 
should give heart to state Congress (1) leaders, some of whom feel that 
the party's interests were being sacrificed in order to bolster up the 
chief minister, Dr Farooq Abdullah, The Jamm and Kashmir Congress (I) 
has suspended its activities because of this reason and the prolonged 
illness of the Sheikh. 


Addressing the conference, Mr Mufti Sayeed said that the Congress (I) in 
the state was the strongest secular democratic force, He said that the 
recent developments in the state should come as a relief to those who had 
questioned the relevance and the role of the Congress (I). 


The PCC (1) president reiterated that hisparty stood for secularism, 
democracy and socialism and would not make any compromise where these 
basic principles were concerned, He spoke about the forthcoming elections 
and solicited the involvement of party workers at every level to ensure 
the election of deserving men for various party offices. 


CSO: 4600/1318 
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INDIA 


CPI-> JOURNAL NOTES THAW IN SINO-SOVIET TIES 
Cale: tta THE STATESMAN in English 9 Nov 82 p 3 


[Text] The CPI(M)'s theoretical journal, "Marxbadi Path," has, in its 
latest issue, noted that certain “significant steps” have been taken by 
the Chinese Communist Party to normalize Sino-Soviet relations since its 
12th party congress. The CPI(M) leader, Mr Promode Dasgupta had also 
hinted prior to his departure to China that a thaw had set in in the Sino- 
Soviet relations. 


The journal points out that already on the border issue, a round of talks 
was held in Beijing and another round would be held in Moscow next January 
between the Soviet and Chinese leaders. The Chinese Government in September 
recognized the Angola Government which was earlier described by China as a 
Soviet satellite, 


The journal also notes that in the foreign policy report of the 12th congress, 
the Chinese party has stated that all Commmist or workers’ parties of the 
work are equal, irrespective of whether they are running any Government or 
not. The party has also admitted that it is now recovering from the 

"disease of imposing guardianship on others." 


Asked if Mr Dasgupta's visit might give a pro-Chinese tilt to the party, 
a CPI(M) leader said on Monday that the party's central committee had 
appealed to the Communist parties of the Soviet Union and China to come 
closer in the interest of world Commmnism. Mr Dasgupta‘’s visit to China 
would not alter this basic stand of the party. 


CSO: 4600/1291 
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INDIA 


NAMBOODIRIPAD, BASU ADDRESS KISHAN SABHA MEET 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 9 Nov 82 p 16 


[Text] Midnmapore, Nov 8--Mr E.M.S. Namboodiripad, general secretary of 
the CPI(M), said here today that disruptive forces were today at work in 
the northeast and northwest provinces. The Congress (1) which represented 
the “bourgeois class," had failed to contain these forces. He referred to 
the recent incidents in Punjab and Assam. The time had come for farmers and 
workers and all democratic forces to oppose these forces jointly forgetting 
the political differences. 


Mr Namboodiripad was speaking at the inaugural ceremony of the four-day 
24th all-India conference of the Kishan Sabha, which began today at Hare 
Krishna Konar Nagar here. About 1,200 delegates from all over the country 
are participating. 


Inaugurating the conference, Mr Jyoti Basu said the Kishan Sabha must be in 
the forefront of the '~**":. against the divisive forces. Care should be 
taken about the bourg:. . and landlord classes backed by the Congress (1). 
He stressed the importance of land reforms for the well-being of farmers. 
The Left Front, he said, was carrying out land reforms with its limited 


powers. 


Mr Promode Dasgupta, chairman of the Left Front Committee of West Bengal 
said in a message that a countrywide campaign should be started demanding 
the Centre's assent to a land reforms Bill passed by the West Bengal 
Assembly which would enable the State Government to take over “benami" 
lands of jotedars. 


Earlier, at a Press conference, Mr Basu ruled out the possibility of 
opening of gruel kitchens in the drought-affected areas, but added that 
the State Government had demanded Rs 205 crores from the Centre for 
additional gratuitous relief and other rural work programmes. He added 
that 65 percent of the crop in the State had been damged, 
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INDIA 


GENERAL TELLS PLAN TO MODERNIZE INDIAN ARMY 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 Nov 82 p 1 


[Text] Deolali, November 14 (UNI)--The Indian defence plan has been revised 
for augmenting and modernising the army and increasing its strike potential. 


This was stated by the chief of the army staff, General K.V. Krishna Rao, 
at the three-day biennial senior artillery officers’ conference which 
conc luded here, 


The army chief said some items of artillery equipment had been improved 
recently to achieve a still higher effectiveness. 


Gen Krishna Rao called upon artillery officers to maintain operational 
preparedness at all times and exercise the utmost care in mintaining the 
sophisticated equipment, as arms and armament had become very expensive, 
the savings effected by better maintenance could be utilised in procuring 
more equipment for the army, he added, 


Gen Krishna Rao told officers and men of the army that the government was 
according high priority in providing family accommodation for jawans, 
junior commissioned officers and other higher ranks. 


The army chief said the limited construction capability hindered the goal 
of accommodation for all. However, he said there were no financial 
constraints and hoped that more comfortable and better accommodation would 
be available to army personnel in time. 


The army chief also went round the school of artillery and artillery centre 
to see training being given to the new recruits. 


Earlier, on arrival at Deolali. Gen Krishna Rao was received by Maj Gen 
S.K. Talwar, commandant of the artillery centre. 


Lt Gen K. Sunderji, deputy of army staff and Lt Gen K.K. Hazari, director 
of military operations had also specially gone to Deolali to attend the 
conference, 
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MAIN BATTLE TANK PROTOTYPE BY END OF YEAR 


Kuala Lumpur ASIAN DEFENSE JOURNAL in English Nov 82 p 100 
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GANDHI INDECISIVE ON HANDLING OF SIKH PROBLEM 





Madras THE HINDU in English 9 Nov 82 p 1 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 
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DELHI FORMULATING TECHNOLOGY POLICY RESOLUTION 


Madras THE HINDU in English 9 Nov 82 p 1 
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INDIA 


INDO-JAPAN STUDY COMMITTEE HOLDS DELHI MEETING 


Report on Meeting 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 9 Nov 82 p 9 


(Text ] 


NEW DELHI November 8 ~ 


po" has pointed out to Japan 
that Japanese aid to it has re- 
mained constant at %0-32 billion- 
pen over the last few years. 

Though some.of the strngent term 


of aid. 
These made by Dr. 
Manmoban Singh. governor of the 
Reserve Bank, at a joint meeting of 
the Indo-Jepen ctudy commitice to- 
day. Dr. Singh leads « four-member 
team w the meeting A seven-member 
Japanese delegation ib led by Mr. 
Shinsaka Hoxen. 

FARM PROJECTS 
Ta @ peper on ledia’s agricultural 
development sirstegy and potential 
for cooperstion between India and 
Japan, Dr. Manmohan Singh sid 
that as Jepan wes placing a premium 
on egricultural development in deve. 
loping countries. increase in aid cou'd 
be chermnelied into egricultural pro 
jects and programmes where Japanese 
interest had hitherto heen limited 
“Thus there is scome for increas 
ing assistance for agriculture, irries- 
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they presented at their joint meetings 
were relevant and of high quality. 
“Because of the similarity in our 
political institutions and the comple- 
mentarty of our economies”, Mire. 


in the interests of peace and prospe- 
rity in Asia and the wor'd”. 

Mr. Zento Suruki. Prime Minister 
of Japan. in bis mewsace scierred to 
the “rostive trend” towards ereat 
advancement of India-Japan relations 
édureg recent vears. 


“But our relations sre carable of 
further improvement in order that 
they may become commenurate wih 
the status our two countries Sold in 
the international community’, “Mr. 
Suruki said. “To that end. we muet 
further deepen our mutual «under- 
standing”. 

















Press Briefing 


Madras THE HINDU in English 10 Nov 82 p 9 


(Text ] 


me: kU 
ify i i Hl 
I ‘nti fn ins ity Het 
HER ih H Hat "tl Holy 
si Hf 
ane 

rate 

fill: te 


Fa 
tit i 
a 7 . tia 
a ane 


43 


lt : aa 


4 este? 


the lon 


et 


4600/1289 


cso: 





30 





INDIA 


RESULTS OF INDO-ITALIAN COMMITTEE MEETING TOLD 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 Nov 82 p 9 
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FINANCE MINISTER LAUDS RESERVE BANK CREDIT POLICY 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Nov 82 p 9 


[Text] 
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BANGALORE, November 10. 
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PRESS REPORTS INDIAN REACTION TO BREZHNEV DEATH 
Observance Plans, Messages 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 12 Nov 82 pp 1, 7 
(Text] The news of the death of Leonid Brezhnev, India's great friend 
abroad plunged India into gloom with leaders from the Prime Minister and 


the President to common man, expressing shock and sorrow, 


The Government of India has announced a three-day State mourning beginning 
on Friday as a mark of respect for the departed Soviet President. 





According to the official announcement, flags will bly half-mast from 
Thursday till the period of mourning was over in Delhi, the State capitals 
as well as Indian missions abroad and there will be no official entertainment 
during this period. 


The ced “st the offices we under 
of the CPT the CPI-M were ann a. ae and 
fying half mast on Friday after @tood by us ic cur moments of 
the sews of Brezhnev's demise eced, He had 2 strong 
VALUED FRIEND: PM jem. she said. 
In her condolence massage, Mre Mrs Gesdbi coovered t& the 
Toda Gandia hailed the Soviet Government and ptople of Soviet 
leader as @ man who icf his im- Usion the profound sympethy end 
press on the history of the last two condotences of the Govermment and 
decades with hi, inibatives towards peopl, of India 
Gcteie xad peace Which epebied President Zai] Singh described 
the comity | (OVer Brethnev as a “great. stateeman 
@ume many 2 Gificult crisis, and leader of the Soviet people” 
la Breakers desth, she <caid, as well as a “good friend of 
the world ba, lost an ouistandigg India”. 
sctatemmms, the Soviet Unico « In his condolence message. the 
@reat architect apd the peoole of President said: “The world will 
fedia « valued friend miss his towering presence and 
Brethnev’s life she said, was oge his sense of mission to promote 
of anususl dedication, temmcity anc and detente. President 
ethievemest a be directed the extremely valuable 
strength gad crestive spirit of the contribution to IndoSoviet 
oe! ee aod friendship and cooperation will 
~ 
SSS SESS Sian x meen 
Vice-President M h 
pivilege @f knowing Mr Brethaev sald Brezhnev's death bas “left 
us ia utter gloom" He 
coopersnon . out that although in peor health 
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G.K. Reddy Report 


Madras THE HINDU in English 12 Nov 82 p 1 


[article by G.K. Reddy] 


[Text] 
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INDIA 


DELHI CONSIDERS REVIVING EXPENDITURE PANEL 


Madras THE HINDU in English 10 Now 82 p 9 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 
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FINANCE MINISTER ADDRESSES CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 


Madras THE HINDU in English 12 Nov 82 p 7 
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INDIA 


REPORTER OUTLINES IMPROVEMENTS IN ECONOMY 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 Nov 82 pp 1, 15 
[Article by D.G. Gupte] 


[Text] Bombay, November 14--On the eve of the new Samvat Year 2039, the 
prospects of the Indian economy ca> be considered reasonable, though not as 
bright as it was a year ago. Though there are some dark spots on the 
horizon, on the whole, the econosy looks brighter. 


Inflationary surge of the earlier years has abated and substantial progress 
has been made towards the establishment of a monetary environment conducive 
to stable prices. Another reassuring aspect of development over the past 
two years has been the sustained increase in agricultural output. Industrial 
production [words blurred] a growth largely through better utilisation of 


capacity. 


Measures taken towards the improved use of existing energy resources and 
development of additional sources of energy should stand in good stead in 
the coming years. 


On the external front, the mssive loan of SDR 5 billion (equivalent to 
US $5.65 billion) from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) under the 
extended fund facility should help in meeting the shortfall in external 
resources. 


But the expected decline in food output in the current year following the 
failure of the monsoon in several parts of the country, recessionary 
tendency in some sectors of industry coupled with cost escalation, increas- 
ing labour unrest, slow pace of achieving physical targets despite increased 
plan spending by the Central and state governments, continuing political 
agitation in some parts of the country and the likely emergence of the price 
spiral should cause concern and will demand continued vigilance, 


However, with a good base that has been created in the past few years and 
the resilience that the economy has shown in adjusting to the changing situ- 
ations, it should not be difficult to get over the humps in the path of 
progress. 
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Despite somewhat unfavourable weather conditions in some parts of the country 
the output of foodgrains and commercial crops improved last year. The 
erratic behaviour of the southwest monsoon and unseasonal rains in April- 

May 1982 did cause worry to the farming community. However, the total 
foodgrain production in 1981-82 is expected to be marginally higher at 

132 million tonnes against 130 million in the previous year. 


The output of oilseeds is likely to be higher at 11.5 million tonnes against 
9.4 million tonnes in 1980-81, thanks to the efforts made in the past few 
years towards intensive and extensive cultivation. Sugarcane production, 
which is known for its cyclical nature, touched a new high of 185 million 
tonnes in 1981-82 against 150.5 million tonnes in 1980-81 and 129 million 
tonnes in 1979-80. Cotton production was also higher at about & million 
bales in 1981-82. 


The foodgrain output seems to be levelling off and ranging between 132 
million tonnes and 134 million tonnes in the past few years which is much 
lower than the sixth plan target. Efforts will thus be needed to concen- 
trate both on intensive and extensive agriculture and fresh investments on 
them, 


The consumption of fertilisers has risen from 55.2 lakh tonnes in 1980-81 
to 61.3 lakh tonnes in 1981-82. The production of chemical fertilisers is 
expected to rise in the coming year, But with high prices for these 
fertilisers, farmers have been showing resistance to the use of costly 
fertilisers. 


Although the procurement of wheat and rice has been higher in their 
respective marketing seasons of 1981-82 than in the previous year, a 
sizable portion of wheat procured was damaged by the unseasonal rains in 
April-May 1982. To take care of the likely gap between supply and demand, 
imports of 2.26 million tonnes of wheat have been arranged. The offtake 
from the public distribution system has been about 1.5 million tonnes more 
than in the previous year. 


If the foodgrains prices in the coming year are mintained at a high level 
the pressure on the public distribution system can be expected to increase 
further and the buffer stocks built up by the food procurement agencies 
might prove inadequate. 


Uneconomical Levels 


Sugarcane output in the 1982-83 season is expected to be maintained at 
the high level achieved in 1981-82, With prospects of sugar prices 
remaining at uneconomical levels, there is likely to be a shift of a part 
of land under sugarcane to other crops in the coming year. Indications 
are that the output of oilseeds and cotton will be lower in the ensuing 
year than in the previous year, 


Since the production of oilseeds continues to fall short of the demand 


necessitating imports, efforts of some state governments to increase the 
production of oilseeds need to be intensified further. 
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With improved infrastructural facilities like higher coal output, larger 
power generation and better turnout of railway wagons, production in 
several sectors of industry increased sizably during 1981-82. The index 
of industrial production rose by 9.3 percent in 1981 against only 0.7 
percent in 1980, 


The growth in industrial output has been achieved largely by better utilisa- 
tion of existing capacities, The pace of creating new capacities continues 
but at less than the desired speed, 


Since the beginning of 1982, recessionary conditions have been noticed in 
several sectors of industry, causing concern to businessmen. The rise in 
the industrial index in the first half of 1982 has been nearly half that in 
the same period of 1981. Although official quarters are optimistic that 

the industrial production my grow by five to seven percent in 1982, industry 
circles seem sceptical about achieving this level. 


The industrial sector has to adjust itself to a less rapid increase in prices. 
In an inflationary situation there is generally a tendency on the part of 
industry and trade to pile up stocks. With declining prices and prospects 

of continuation of this trend, the general tendency is to liquidate stocks 
which, in turn, results in production cuts in some cases. Industry circles 
only hope that this will be only a temporary phase and that it will not lead 
to a continuous fall in the aggregate demand. Adjustments in fiscal and 
monetary policies will be needed to reverse the present trends and maintain 
the overall demand at a fairly high level. 


Production Maintained 


The production of steel and steel products has been maintained at reasonable 
levels in the past few months but the accumlation of stocks with the min 
steel producers and the declining prices have been a matter of concern, 
After the partial decontrol of cement from March 1982 cement prices had 
stabilised for the first few months. In recent weeks, however, the upsurge 
in non-levy cement prices has been in evidence. If this trend continues 
the offtake might slacken besides increasing the cost of projects involving 
the use of cement. 


The situation on the power front continues to be serious. The sixth plan 
target has been fixed at 19,600 MW, However, it would be creditable for 
this sector even if it achieves a level of 15,000 MW by the end of the plan 
period. On present reckoning, this level is unlikely to be reached, 
Several states continue to face acute power shortage which has affected 
both the farm and industrial sectors. Underutilisation of capacities, 

bad maintenance and heavy transmission losses continue to plague units in 
the public sector in particular. 


Labour nonrest in several important industrial belts has had their inevitable 
impact on the industrial sector in the past few years. There are as yet no 
signs of any significant improvement on the labour front. If there is a 
rise in the general price level, labour unrest as a sequel to higher demands 
by labour and inability of the industry to meet them are bound to be inten- 
sified, 
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The growth in the genral national product (GNP) has been lower at 4.5 
percent in 1981-82 against 7.5 percent in 1980-81. The increase in CNP 
during 1980-81 and 1981-82 have been brought about minly by the sustained 
increases in agricultural and industrial output. Looking to the trends in 
these two sectors, the growth in GNP in 1982-83 is unlikely to be mintained 
at even the 1981-82 level. 


The Union planning minister, Mr S.B. Chavan had recently admitted that it 
might be difficult to achieve the sixth plan target in some of the key 
sectors, Although the Central government as also a majority of states 

have exceeded the resource mobilisation targets for the first three years 
of the plan, physical targets remain to be achieved in several key sectors, 
Despite the oft repeated improvement in the working of the public sector 
units, the goal seems too far away. 


The capital market remained generally buoyant during 1981-82, with a 
phenomenal increase in the direct mobilisation of funds by the private 
sector. Capital raised through equity and preference shares and deben- 
tures in 1981-82 totalled Rs 388 crores which was nearly four times the 
amount raised in the previous year. In 1982-83 the figure is expected to 
tise to Rs 700 crores and further to Rs 1,000 crores in 1983-84. With the 
liberalisations announced by the authorities to make debentures attractive 
as also encourage share investments by non-residents in Indian companies, 
the private sector companies were able to raise larger resources from the 
market and reduce their dependence on institutional support correspondingly. 
Larger units in the private sector have benefited from the recent upsurge 
in the direct access to the capital mrket. 


The potential for tapping non-resident investments in shares of Indian 
companies is great. Certain impediments like procedural delays need to 
be removed by the authorites besides offering tax concessions on such 
investments. 


For the Bombay Stock Exchange, the Samvat Year 2038 proved to be a turbulent 
one with unprecedented payment crisis more than once during the year, 
shaking the confidence of small investors and attracting the government's 
attention. Although the stock exchange authorities took corrective measure 
such as imposition of margins, the inadequacy of such measures in saving 
critical situations was proved beyond doubt, 


Over the year, the share price index recorded a net decline of 1.8 percent 
against the sizable rise of 20.5 percent in the previous year. With the 
recessionary conditions prevailing in several sectors of industry, demand 

for shares in the market is likely to be selective, Response to public 
issues of shares and debentures is also likely to be selective with investors 
having become choosy. 
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Significant Achievement 


Containment of inflationary pressures has been a significant achievement 
of the last year. The price index in early October 1982 has shown a net 
increase of only 1.3 percent compared to the level a year ago. The con- 
tainment of inflationary pressures has to be viewed in the context of the 
conditions in several developed and developing countries. 


On a point to point basis, the wholesale price index (base: 1970-71 = 100) 
rose by just 2.1 percent during 1981-82 against an increase of 15.7 percent 
in 1980-81. This has been achieved by better balance within supply and 
demand in the economy. 


Aggregate monetary demand, as measured by the growth in money supply, was 
restricted and the availability of goods improved because of higher produc- 
tion and larger imports. The Reserve Bank of India initiated several 
measures in succession to mop up the liquidity with the banks and dampen the 
overheated economy. 


In retrospect, it would seem that the monetary measures of the RBI which 
were considered hard were useful in arresting deterioration of the situa- 
tion. 


When the RBI understood that it could relax its credit policy, it did not 
lose time in taking corrective steps. From July 1982 the credit curbs 
have been relaxed significantly, although the flow of funds into the 
economy still continues to be regulated. 


It remains to be seen how much the economy will be able to tap the funds 
available and get out of the sluggishness facing some sectors. As one 
banker put it, the economy is like a patient cured of a serious illness and 
allowed to eat normal food. But having been deprived of such food for long, 
the patient takes time to come back to his health, So also the economy. 


The widening of the trade deficit had caused concern to authorities in the 
past. The recent arrangement under the IMF extended fund facilities 
provides a breathing time for undertaking important structural changes in 
India's imports and exports, With the accelerated programmes for oil 
exploration and production, the ratio Of imported oil products to the 
total availability is likely to decline considerably in the next three 
years. 
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INDIA 


INCREASE IN PUBLIC ENTERPRISE PRODUCTION REPORTED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 13 Nov 82 p 7 


(text] Total production of public sector undertakings in September this 
year was valued at Rs 3454.04 lakhs, it being 95.91 percent of the target of 
Rs 3601.10 lakhs. This shows an increase of 34.29 percent over that of 
September 1981 (Rs 2572.02 lakhs), reports PTI. 


The cumulative production during the first six months of the current year 
(1982-83) was valued at Rs 18300.61 lakhs, 90.13 percent of the target of 
Rs 20302.47 lakhs. This was 31.22 percent higher than the production of 
Rs 13946.33 lakhs in the corresponding period last year, says PTI, quoting 
an official release in Delhi on Friday. 


The production of Cycle Corporation of India Ltd during the month has been 
of R« 100 lakhs 111,11 percent the target of Rs 90 lakhs and 5.67 percent 
less than the production of Rs 106 lakhs in September 1981. 


Cumulatively, the production during the first six months of the current 
year (1982-83) has been of Rs 721 lakhs 101.40 percent of the target of 
Rs 711 lakhs and 18.72 percent less than the production of Rs 887 lakhs in 
the corresponding period last year. 


The production of Andrew Yule and Co. Ltd during the month has been of 
Rs 231.22 lakhs, 109.30 percent of the target of Rs 211.53 lakhs in 
September 1981. 


Cumulatively, the production during the first six months of the current 
year (1982-83) lakhs, 101.68 percent higher than the production of Rs 735.81 
lakhs in the corresponding period last year, 


The production of Hindustan Photo Films Manufacturing Co Ltd during the 
month including items of jumbo rolls has been of Rs 788.73 lakhs, 104.54 
percent of the target of Rs 754.46 lakhs and 12.10 percent higher than 
the production of Rs 703.55 lakhs in September 1981. 


in quantitative terms, the production during the month has been of 11,02 
lakhs sq metres against 12.01 lakhs q metres in September 1981. 
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Cumulatively, the production during the first six months of the current 
year (1982-83) has been of Rs 3705.13 lakhs, 87.98 percent of the target 
of Rs 4211.32 lakhs and 19.40 percent higher than the production of Rs 
3103.03 lakhs in the corresponding period last year. 


The production of National Instruments Ltd during the month has been of 
Rs 36.81 lakhs, 103.92 percent of the target of Rs 35.42 lakhs and 16.67 
percent higher than the production of Rs 31.55 lakhs in September 1981. 


Cumulatively, the production during the first six months of the current 
year (1982-83) has been of Rs 188.48 lakhs, 94.52 percent of the target of 
Rs. 190.94 lakhs and 17.67 percent higher than the production of Rs 153.37 
lakhs in the corresponding period last year. 


The production of Cement Corporation of India Ltd, was Rs 784.12 lakhs 
in September 1982, 101.25 percent of the target of Rs 774.42 lakhs. It 
was 81.86 percent higher than the production of Rs 431.16 lakhs in 
September 1981. 


The cumulative production during the first six months of current year 
(1982-83) has been valued at Rs 4148.00 lakhs, 93.15 percent of the 
target of Rs 4435.67 lakhs and 98,72 percent higher than the production 
of Rs 2087.31 lakhs in the corresponding period last year. 
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INDIA 


STAND ON INDO-BANGLADESH RIVER MEETING TOLD 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 14 Nov 82 p 7 


[Text] Calcutta, Nov 13 (UNI)--The India-Bangladesh joint rivers 
commission would meet in Delhi from 21 to 24 December, Union Irrigation 
Minister Kedar Pande said today. 


Mr Pande, who was on his way to Delhi from Nagaland, told newsmen at 
Calcutta airport that the Joint Rivers Commission meeting would examine 
the proposals of the two countries for augmentation of the Ganga flow 
at Farakka for pre-feasibility study. 


He told a questioner while India stood by its proposal for constructing 4 
Ganga-Brahmputra link canal for augmenting the flow, the Bangladesh pro- 
posal for building dams on the upper reaches of the Ganga by associating 
Nepal would also be examined. India was, however, against mking it a 
trilateral affair by associating Nepal and had always wanted it to be a 
bilateral one with Bangladesh, he said. 


Mr Pande said the interim sharing arrangement of the Ganga waters at 
Farakka during the dry season from January to May would continue for 18 
months under a new agreement worked out between the two countries during 
Gen Ershad's visit. 


Unlike the old agreement which expired on 5 November, there was co-guarantee 
clause in the new agreement for supply of more water to Bangladesh if its 
availability was below the normal, he said, whenever there were such shortage 
of water, it would have to be shared by both countries after mutual discus- 
sions, he said. 


Mr Pandey said the next Brahmaputra board meeting, which would be held in 
Kohima soon, would consider construction of a hydel power project of 
106 MW capacity of Doyang, 4 tributary of the Brahmaputra in Nagaland. 


The Brahmputra board deals with flood control, irrigation and hydel power 
generation schemes of the river and its tributaries. 


The Centre, he said, had a long-term plan for constructing at least 20 dams 
on the Brahmaputra and its tributaries in the northeastern States and Union 
Territories including Arunachal Pradesh to generate a hydel power capacity 
of 530,000 MW. The total cost of the construction was estimated at Rs 20,000 
crores and the World Bank might be approached for funds, he said. 
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INDIA 


ENGINEERING GROUP LEADER REPORTS ON PRC VISIT 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 14 Nov 82 p 7 


[Text] Calcutta, Now 13 (PTI)--The People's Republic of China offers good 
scope for the export of engineering goods from India, according to chairman 
Federation of Engineering Industries (eastern region), M.D. Jindal. 


Mr Jindal, who was a member of a trade delegation of the federation to 
China, Japan, Korea and Hong Kong told PTI on his return that the goods 
acceptable to them were agricultural machinery, motor vehicles and their 
parts, pipes and tubes, diesel engines and Indian bicycles and their 


components. 


India could import ferrous and non-ferrous metals from China in return, 
he said, 


Mr Jindal favoured further cultivating of the mrket by sending more trade 
delegations, goodwill missions and by exchanging technical and scientific 
personnel from both sides. China was looking for intermediate technology 
which India could meet adequately, he said. 


As regards Korea and Japan, he said, the imported technology from these 
two countries could be used in the exports processing zones and the 100 
percent export-oriented units. If the Centre offered fiscal and financial 
incentives, similar to those in Korea and Japan, the scope for increasing 
Indian exports to these countries would enlarge, he added. 


India should try to secure more sophisticated technology from Japan which 
was eager to help India in promoting third country exports. 


South Korea was not only interested in setting up engineering industries 
and cooperated in the electronics sector but also in buying more from ore 


and tobacco. Collaboration with Hong Kong would give a commercial opening 
to mainland China for India, he added. 


CSO: 4600/1303 
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INDIA 


TRADE PACT WITH ETHIOPIA SIGNED IN ADDIS ABABA 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 14 Now 82 p 8 


(Text) Addis Ababa, Nov 13 (PTI)--India and Ethiopia today signed a trade 
agreement to facilitate, strengthen, diversify and expand trade between 
the two countries. 


The agreement, which was signed here by Commerce Minister Shifraj Patil and 
Ethiopia's Foreign Trade Minister Wollie Chekol, would be valid for three 
years. It also provides for automatic renewal for another three years 
unless termination is sought by any one of the parties. 


The agreement was reached at the conclusion of the three-day visit of Mr 
Patil who had a two-hour meeting with the Ethiopian Head of State and 
detailed discussions on trade and other bilateral matters with six important 
ministers and chairman and general secretary of the Central Planning Supreme 
Council of this socialist country in East Africa. 


India and Ethiopia have excellent political relations and this first high- 
level visit from india after the revolution here in 1974 will go a long way 
in cementing further the traditional ties between the two countries. 


it has also helped in understanding better the problems of development of 
the two countries and find ways and means of expanding trade, economic and 
technical cooperation between them, 


India's exports to this country have been showing an upward trend since 
last two years with the figure crossing fifteen million birr (roughly eight 
million US dollars) in 1981. 


This trend has been continuing this year and the exports in the first five 
months reached the figure of 10.5 million birr (about five million dollars). 


Ethiopia has a very ambitious education programme with the target of total 
literacy by middle of 1986. Its progress in this field has been commended 
by UNESCO, 
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indian school and college level text books are increasingly doing vell in 
this market. English being the medium of instruction, language is no 
problem and only 2 couple of weeks ago some Indian firms have won tenders 
totalling nearly Rs 50 lakhs for the supply of educational aids and equip- 
ment. 


Army software is another item with attractive potential. With the second 
largest military force in South of Sahara, next only to South Africa, 
Ethiopia is a major importer of army softvare. 


Last year India won a tender for the supply of army blankets worth Rs 105 
crores. Observers of Indo-Ethiopian scene believe that the picture in 
respect of this particular category of export would have been much better 
if Indian manufacturers and suppliers had given a better account of then- 
selves. 


However, the trade with this country has essentially remained one-sided. 
India's imports from this country was just about 50,000 dollars in 1981. 
Unless some important raw materials like potash of which Ethiopia has known 
big deposits is successfully mined and developed and for which India could 
be a sizable market, the prospects of the imports picking up looked poor. 


Cement, oilseeds, gum, arabica and cotton are perhaps some other possible 
items in respect of which India's interest could be examined. 


Coffee, the mainstay so far of Ethiopian exports, has obviously no export 
potential for India and the same would possibly apply to hides and skins 
as also handicrafts. 
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REPORTAGE ON VISIT OF SAUDI ARABIAN DELEGATION 


First After Gandhi Visit 


Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Nov 82 p 9 


[Article by G.K. Reddy] 
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Meeting With Gandhi 
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INDIA 


REPORTAGE ON VISIT OF POLISH FOREIGN MINISTER 
Delhi Arrival, Activities 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 Nov 82 p 1 


[Text] Poland is keen and willing to participate in India's energy 
development programmes. It can help in setting up small-size therml 
power plants in this country. 


These were conveyed by visiting Polish Foreign Minister Stefan Olszowski 
to Energy Minister P. Shiv Shanker in the capital on Wednesday. 


Mr Olszowski and Mr Shiv Shanker--who are co-chairmen of the Indo-Polish 
Joint Commission which met in Warsaw last month--held discussions in New 
Delhi on the means to enhance bilateral cooperation. 


Earlier, Mr Olszowski arrived in the capital to a warm welcome at Delhi 
airport where Mr Shiv Shanker received him, Additional Secretary in the 
External Affairs Ministry Dr J.S. Teja and several senior officials were 
also present to welcome the Polish leader. 


This is the first visit by a high-ranking Polish leader to India since 
the imposition of martial law in Poland last December. Mr Olszowski is on 
a five-day official visit. 


Mr Shiv Shanker told Mr Olszowski that India and Poland had a long record 
of cooperation and in the recently concluded Joint Commission meeting in 
Warsaw agreements had been reached on many matters related to trade and 
technical assistance. He hoped that cooperation between Poland and India 
would be further strengthened to their mutual advantage. 


Mr Olszowski also called on Vice-President M. Hidayatullah and visited the 
International Trade Fair during the day. His meeting with Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi in the evening had to be put off as she had to rush to the 
cyclone devastated areas of Gujarat, 


Speaking to newsmen at the airport, Mr Olszowski, who had visited the country 
earlier in 1974, said he was happy to visit India once again and hoped that 
this would contribute to further consolidation of Indo-Polish friendship and 
cooperation in various fields of economic activity. 








In reply to queries, he said though there were some internal problems in 
Poland, the western press was floating lot of baseless rumours portraying 
the situation there as serious and disturbing. 


Asked to comment on the call given by underground leaders of the banned 
solidarity union for a nationwide work stoppage in Poland today, Mr 
Olszowski said there were prospects of further improvement in the internal 
situation there. 


Asked how long the martial law would remain in Poland, Mr Olszowski said, 
"I am not a prophet,” but added that it was a matter of "only a few months 


now, 


He said he would discuss several questions relating to bi'tateral economic 
and political matters with Indian leaders and also review the current 
international situation. 


Mr Olszowski will hold discussion with External Affairs Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao on Thursday when the situation in Poland will come up. 


Before leaving for Bombay on 13 November he will have another round of talks 
with Mr Narasimha Rao. He will also have separate discussions with Mr 
Shiv Shanker. 


In Bombay he will visit the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre and fly to Kuwait 
on 13 November. 


Talks, Activities on 12 Nov 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 13 Nov 82 p 2 


[Text] India and Poland have reiterated their resolve to continue their 
political cooperation in international organisations. 


The second round of official talks between visiting Polish Foreign Minister 
Stefan Olszowski and External Affairs Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao in the 
capital on Friday, was devoted exclusively to bilateral relations between 
the two countries. 


The two sides discussed the issues that had come up at the seventh meeting 

of the Indo-Polish Joint Commission held recently in Warsaw, These related 
specifically to Poland's offer to help India in thermal power generation and 
coal mining, and India's interest in purchase of coking coal and sulphur from 
Poland, 


Mr Olszowski, who met a select group of journalists in New Delhi on 
Thursday, informed that negotiations on Indian purchase of sulphur were 
currently proceeding. He «tated that the target set for bilateral trade 
turnover this year wes likely to be exceeded, Poland was fully capable of 
meeting the export requirements according to the trade protocol since the 
branches of industry producting the commodites mentioned in it were not 
adversely affected by the present disturbances in Poland. 





An official Indian spokeswoman told newsmen that Poland had shown interest 
in signing an agreement with India on scientific and technical cooperation, 
as also in the fields of education and health, 


A new cultural exchange programme between the two countries would be signed 
shortly, she added, 


Mr Olszowski, who was to leave for Bombay on Friday evening, has postponed 
his departure by 24 hours because of his inability to meet the Prime 
Minister on account of her preoccupation. He is now saheduled to call on 
her on Saturday afternoon. 


Report on Statement 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 14 Nov 82 pp 1, 7 


(text] Poland's readiness to reorient its foreign policy course in the 
direction of enhanced political and economic cooperation with developing 
countries and its full support for the non-aligned movement were emphasised 
by Polish Foreign Minister Stefan Olszowski during his official talks with 
External Affairs Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao, 


Prime Minister Indira Gandhi told Mr Olszowski who called on her on Saturday 
that she desired further strengthening of cooperation and development of 
relations between India and Poland. 


She also underlined Indian sympathy to Poland in the present situation. 


Mr Olszowski also apprised Mrs Gandhi of the latest political and economic 
situation in his country. 


He delivered a letter from Polish Prime Minister Woziech Jaruzelski 
personally addressed to her, 


Mr Olszowski later told newsmen that the talks were held in a warm and 
cordial atmosphere. He left for Bombay in the evening and is due to 
emplane for Kuwait on Sunday morning. 


The Polish Minister, according to a statement, also stressed the constructive 
and inspiring role of India as the host of the (VII Non-Aligned) Summit. 


lic further expressed the conviction that the summit in New Delhi “would 
contribute to the consolidation of the non-aligned movement based on the 
principles formulated by its founders." 


the two sides condemned Israel's expansionist and aggressive policy in 
West Asia as a “flagrant violation of the UN Charter and elementary norms 
of international law" and demanded immediate Israeli withdrawal from all 
Arab territories illegally occupied by it. They stressed the need to take 
into consideration fundamental and just rights of all the interested sides 
and above all the rights of the Palestinian people, 
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Both sides extended support to the UN resolution regarding transformation 
of the Indian Ocean into a peace zone. 


While Mr Olszowski apprised Mr Narasimha Rao of the steady and gradual 
improvement of the economic situation within Poland Mr Rao reaffirmed 
India’s consistent spport. 


Mr Narasimha Rao, the statement read, shared Mr Olszowski's view of the 
factors endangering peace and underlined that “economic development is 
incompatible with the race of armaments.” 

Both sides expressed particular satisfaction at the smooth cooperation in 
mining, energy and shipbuilding as testified by the decisions of the 
seventh session of the Indo-Polish Joint Commission in Warsaw last October. 


Mr Narasimha Rao has been invited to visit Poland, Mr Rao has accepted 
the invitation. 


CSO: 4600/1302 
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INDIA 


SEISMOLOGICAL DELEGATION RETURNS FROM PRC 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 9 Nov 82 p 20 


[text] Roorkee, November 8 (PT1)--China has made extensive use of a brick 


building technique designed by the department of earthquake engineering, 
Roorkee university. 


China has constructed around a million houses using this new kind of brick 
which can withstand earthquake and other seismic pressures, a spokesman of 


the four-member delegation which recently visited that country told a group 
of visiting newsmen here. 


the delegation, headed by Dr Jay Krishna, visited Chinese institutes working 
on seismological studies and has made certain recommendations to the govern- 
ment to make joint efforts in designing new brick-building techniques; as 
both the country's bulk of the population lives in mud and brick buildings. 


The delegation has also recommended holding of Indo-Chinese workshops as a 
first step in mutual collaboration in this field, Indian expertise can 
also be made available in conducting surveys in seismic zones, 


Lf these efforts prove successful, the delegation recommended that both the 
countries could collaborate in planning “deep seismic sounding” and surveys 
for monitoring “geophysical anomalies” across the Himlayas. These could 
form part of the Himalayan seismicity project to attain a better understand- 
ing of the mechanism of earthquake occurrences there. 


it sugecsted an autonomous institute of seismology on the pattern of the 


Chin state seismological bureau to conduct more specialised studies in 
the field, 
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GANDHI REMARKS ON RELEASE OF BOOK ON SHIVAJI 
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ANDI INAUGURATES SUPER THERMAL POWER PROJECT 
New Delhi PAT"LOT in English 13 Now 82 pp 1, 7 


(Text) Waidhan, (“P), Now 12 (UNI)--Prime Minister Indira Gandhi today 
laid the foundation of the Rs 1,200 crore Vindhyachal Super Thermal Power 
Project here. 


She expressed India's gratitude for the “special interest” taken by the 
late Soviet President Leonid Brezhnev in extending Soviet cooperation in 
the development of power generation in the country. 


Mrs Gandhi also referred to the Soviet assistance in the production of . 
steel and defence equipments and expressed the hope that the friendship 
between India and the Soviet Union would gain in strength and promote world 


peace . 


Union Energy Minister P.Shiv Shankar and Minister of State Vikram Mahajan 
accompanied her. She was received by Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Arjun 
Singh, State Cabinet Ministers, representatives of the Soviet Union and a 
number of MIAs from MP and UP. 


Mrs Gandhi said it was our endeavour to ensure economic equality, employment 
to all, social security and health-care because only thus can we ensures 
peace in the country and strengthen our unity. 


She stressed the need for paying special attention to the development of 
Harijans and adivasis living in backward areas. The country could becom 
strong only with the development of backward areas and backward sections 
of the people. 


She said drought conditions prevailed in many parts of the country and “w 
“ill have to keep these also in view.” Each problem, however, should b« 
riewed comprehensively and its solution found by mutual cooperation,” 


the 1,260 MW power project to meet the growing power demands in the western 
region of the country, is one of the six sanctioned projects under the 
National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC). 
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Dedicated to Nation 


Malanjkhand (MP)--Later Mrs Gandhi dedicated to the nation the Rs 120-crore 
Malanjkhand copper project which will double India's copper production by 
60,000 tonnes 4 year. 


Opening the project, Mrs Gandhi said the copper plant being built by the 
public sector Hindustan Copper Limited (HCL) would help strengthen the 
economic base of the country. 


The plant when completed would effect a foreign exchange saving on Rs 70 
crores a year at current prices. 


By 1985, when the second stage of its ore concentration plant is expected 
to stabilise, Malanjkhand would produce concentrated ore for making 23,000 
tonnes of copper. 


Later addressing a public meeting near the copper plant site, the Prime 
Minister stressed the need for judicious exploitation of natural resources, 
Before independence, the natural resources were ruthlessly exploited, but 
now they had to be used in such a way that they could be preserved for 
future generations also, she said. 


Akali Agitation 


Referring to the agitation by Akalis in Punjab Mrs Gandhi said that such 
agitations were harmful to the country as it endangered its unity. 


Mrs Gandhi who arrived here this afternoon on the last leg of her one-day 
tour of Madhya Pradesh, stressed the need for vigorous implementation of 
the 20-point programme and said it was the only hope for those who had 
been left out in the planned development of the country. 


Mrs Gandhi concluded her address by extending her Diwali greetings to the 
people. 


Adivasi Conference 


Amarkantak, (MP)--Earlier addressing a conference of Adivasis here, Mrs 
Gandhi said she had been interested in the tribal way of life since her 
very childhood, The tribals always fascinated her in that they had all 
along preserved their identity. This identity, she said, must be scrupu- 
lously guarded. 


The success of the five-year Plans had brought about an increase in 
agricultural and industrial production, but the benefits had failed to 
reach the people living in the villages and the tribals and other backward 


people. 


Earlier on her arrival, groups of men and women of the Gond and Baiga 
tribes performed karma, saila, rena and stilt dances before the Prime 
Minis*er, 
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Mrs Candhi also released a souvenir brought out by the Adivasi Vikas 
Parishad on the occasion. 


Nearly one lakh people, most of them tribals, had gathered here on the 
occasion of the Prime Minister's visit to Amarkantak, which wore a festive 
look characteristic of an auspicious bathing day. 


Mrs Gandhi performed ablution in the waters of the sacred Narmada Kund, 
the origin of the river Narmada in the Vindhyas, and later offered "puja" 
at the ancient Narmada Devi temple under the guidance of a group of seven 
priests. 


The Prime Minister drove straight from the helipad to the Narmada Kund 
before addressing an Adivasi conference, 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


DELEGATE ON IMF--United Nations, November 9 (UNI)--India today demanded 

to know why a United Nations finding that International Monetary Fund loans 
aided South African arms spending was being suppressed. The Indian dele- 
gate, Mr Kamal Nath, told the General Assembly that a study showed South 
Africa's drawings from the fund during 1975-77 “helped largely to meet 
increases in her defence expenditures." "Strangely," remarked Mr Kamal 
Nath, the study, commissioned by the decolonisation committee, had never 
been published. Why it "did not recive wider circulation is a bit of a 
mystery." The IMF last week cleared a fresh $100 million loan to the 
racist regime over the protests of India and many other countries and very 
much against the assembly's wishes. "The latest loan would be roughly 
equal to the increase in South Africa's military expenditure from 1980 

to 1982," the Indian MP told the assembly, which is debating apartheid. 

He wished the loan backers realised that this was "not a vote for develop- 
ment or stability, rather it was a vote for repression, subversion and 
aggression." [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 Nov 82 p 13] 


AMBASSADOR FROM OMAN--New Ambassador of the Sultanate of Oman, Abdul Saeed 
Rashid Al-Baluchi, presented his credentials to the President Zai: Singh at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan on Saturday, reports PTI. Welcoming the ambassador, 

the President landed the progress made by India and Oman "tackling problems 
of development." Tracing the already existing close economic and commercial 
relations between India and Oman, Mr Zail Singh said that "these relations 
can be further strengthened to mutual benefit." [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT 
in English 14 Nov 82 p 4] 





FOREIGN TRADE STATISTICS--New Delhi, Nov 9--India's trade gap in the period 
April-August 1982 was Rs 2,060 crores. Although it was marginally lower 
than the Rs 2,290 crores registered in the same period last year, it is 
still substantial. According to figures released by the Commerce Ministry 
yesterday exports during the period were worth Rs 3,196 crores and imports 
Rs 5,256 crores. Exports were said to have increased by 16 percent compared 
with the same period of last year. The export figure is not complete as 
returns from some ports have not been included and is expected to be higher. 
The Ministry expects the growth rate to be 25 percent. Imports during the 
period increased by 4.4 percent but presumably, these also do not include 
returns from the same ports and will thus also be higher when the final tally 
is mde. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 10 Nov 82 p 7] 

















NEW NAGALAND PARTY--Kohim, November 14 (PTI1)--Amidst claims and counter- 
claims of majority by both the Naga National Democratic Party (NNDP) 

and the Congress (1), a new political party formed by four elected inde- 
pendents has emerged in the scene and is reportedly having dialogue with 
both the camps about the possibilities of forming a government on the basis 
of a “common programme." The members, who have formed the new party "Naga- 
land Peoples’ Party," in a signed statement here today said that more 
independents were expected to join them. The NNDP has already claimed that 
the party strength has gone up to 3: with the joining of seven independents 
The Congress (I) has also put a counter-claim of having mustered a majority 
of 32 with the assured support of nine independents. Mr Husaka Sumi, a 
former minister in Mr Vizol's United Democratic Front government is one of 
the members of the newly formed NPP. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 15 Nov 82 p 1] 


WORLD ENERGY CONFERENCE--New Delhi, Nov 8--Over 4,000 energy experts from 
all over the world are expected to assemble here for the 12th congress of 
the World Energy Conference from September 18 to 23, 1983 to discuss the 
mounting challenges posed by current and future energy needs and evolve a 
comprehensive programme for the development of viable energy base to 
sustain future development. The congress is being held in Asia for the 
first time. The chairman of the International executive council of the 
World Energy Conference, Dr S$.0. Hultin, and other top officials of WEC 
are currently here to oversee arrangements for the congress. [Text] 
[Madras THE HINDU in English 9 Nov 82 p 16] 
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WEST BORNEO CLEARED OF COMMUNIST REBELS 


Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 22 Nov 82 p 5 


[Text] 


CSO: 


‘Indonesia’ s once: 


of Sarawak, Defence ;: 
Minister General Moham- - 
mad Jusef said here. 


had -been holding joint : 


4200/189 


i threat or 


countering ‘any 
danger that will destabliz: 


the security situation, 
General Jusuf added. - 


The communist 


; guc- 
millas known as Paraku 


(North Kalimantan peoples 
army) and PGRS (Sarawak 
People’s guerrilla forces) 
used to operate along the 
bord Indonesian Borneo 
and Sarawak for years after 
President 
continued the armed 
confrontation policy of his 
predecessor, the late 


ment has decided to stop up 


surveillance on’ former 


communist detainees in a 


bid to prevent the 


comynunists from staging a 
comeback, the armed forces 
newspaper Angkatan 
reported Sunday. 

Special teams have 
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and their supporters were 
massacred. 
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BRIEFS 


WADUK OILFIELD PRODUCTION--Jakarta, 2 Dec (AFP)--The American oil company Caltex 
announced today that its Waduk oilfield in East Sumatra had started production 
at an initial rate of 10,200 barrels a day. The 39.9 degree gravity crude, 
which has a high wax content, is shipped to the oil town of Dumai where it will 
be exported. The Waduk area, which is one of two fields with 17 wells, is 
expected to produce about 13,000 barrels a day by the middle of next year, the 
company said. [BKO50715 Hong Kong AFP in English 0813 GMT 2 Dec BK] 


FOREIGN CAPITAL INVESTMENT--Bandung, 4 Dec (ANTARA/OANA)--Since the government 
enacted the act on foreign capital investment in 1967 up to September 30 this 
year the amount of foreign capital investments (PMA) agreed upon by the govern- 
ment totalled 80 development projects with an investment reaching $11,334.4 
million. Looking at the order of the money invested, Japan was leading by 

about 35.8 percent, followed by Hong Kong with 9.3 percent in PMA, Canada, the 
United States and the Netherlands, and some other countries in that order, 
Rasyidi, deputy for research and licencing of the Radan Penanaman Modal (capital) 
Investment Board [word indistinct] here Thursday. [Jakarta ANTARA in English 
1042 GMT 4 Dec 82 BK] 
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MALAYSIA 


BRIEFS 


TIN PRODUCERS AGREEMENT--The minister of primary industries, Datuk Paul Leong, 
has described the agreement in principle among tin producing nations to form the 
Association of Tin Producing Countries as a breakthrough for producers of the 
metal. The agreement was reached at the fourth ministerial meeting of tin 
producing countries in Lagos, Nigeria. Datuk Leong says Malaysia is looking 
forward to the meeting in London in February next year to adopt a charter for 
the association. This will bring about the speedy establishment of the associa- 
tion to protect the legitimate interest of tin producers. He points out that 
the association can concentrate on research and development of tin usage and 
marketing of the metal in competition with aluminium for a greater share of 

the consumer market. A communique issued by the Lagos meeting said the 
ministers agreed that the imposition of export control by the Internationai 

Tin Council should be continued for some considerable time. The ministers 
expressed concern over the continued release of tin by the General Services 
Administration of the United States from its stockpile. They called for the 
suspension of such sales for an indefinite period. [Text] [BK041315 Kuala 
Lumpur Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 4 Dec 82] 
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MRD LEADERS DISCUSS ROUNDTABLE CONFERENCE 


Karachi DAWN in English 28 Nov 82 p 1 


[Text] 


held on Nov 11 in Karachi. 

Whule expressing willingness to 
partwipate in a fresh RTC, pro 
vided ut is called by the original 
convener, Maulana Shah Ahmed 
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PAKISTAN 


REPORT ON KARACHI SET-UP UNDER REVIEW 


Karachi DAWN in English 25 Nov 82 p 1 


[Article by Mujitaba Akhter] 
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lishment of zonal offices 
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HEALTH MINISTRY'S FUNCTION TO BE REVIEWED 


Karachi DAWN in English 3 Dec 82 p 8 


[Text | 








4200/190 


cso: 


95 











PAKISTAN 


PAKISTAN-KUWAIT JOINT VENTURES DISCUSSED 
Karachi DAWN in English 3 Dec 82 p 20 


[Text] The Investment Advisory Centre of Pakistan (IACP) had been requested 
to assist private Kuwaiti entrepreneurs in identifying joint venture projects, 
particularly in the field of agro-based industries, Managing Director, IACP, 
Mr Reza H. Syed, said in Karachi on Thursday. 


The LACP chief said a delegation from conglomerate of Sheikh Sultan bin Essa 
of Kuwait, led by Dr Khalid Al-Basso, had called on him and discussed the 
possibilities of working together for identification and implementation of 
Pak-Kuwait joint ventures. 


He said Middle East oil-producing countries were spending about 16 billion | 
dollars annually on the import of food items, which primarily came from the 
Western countries. Thus, great potential existed for setting up joint ven- 
tures in food and other agro-based industries, he added. 


The IACP chief suggested a number of such non-traditional agro-based indus- 
tries as citrus, garlic and castor seed oils, yeast protein for animal feed, 
specialised dairy products and corn beef. Substantial background materials 
and statistics, he said, had been provided to the mission by IACP to facili- 
tate their decision in selecting specific industries for joint venture invest- 
ment. 


Dr Al-Basso evinced keen interest in the work of IACP in agro-based industries 
sector and desired to work closely for mutual benefits, Mr Reza Syed added.-- 
APP 
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EDUCATIONIST INTERVIEWED ON UNIVERSITIES IN PRIVATE SECTOR 


Karachi DAWN in English 3 Dec 82 Magazine Supplement p 5 


[Text ] 











cal pur)>ose and at great cost to 
other fax ulties. And academically 
there is a tremendous gap between 
the auth orities and the rest; as big a 
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N.S. What about the accusation 
that teachers indulge in politics, 
and are therefore at least m part 
responsible for the deteriorating 
educator uil atmosphere?” 





onmented. The quality of an msuru- 
non can be )udged only in one way 
— the product — that is the student 
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DEBATE OVER COUNTRY'S CULTURAL LEGACY REVIEWED 


PAKISTAN 


Karachi DAWN in English 3 Dec 82 Magazine Supplement p 4 


[Article by Ariel] 


[Text] 


An interesting idea has 
been floated once again: 
Pakistan is not the 
legatee of the Indo- 
Muslim Culture in its en- 
tirety, thus allowing for 

the fact of Partition.? 


ing in his columa, seems to have 


been offended at Zia Jullundhary’s | 


contention. Zia Jullundhary has ta- 
ken a nationalist’s view: The 
Pakistani culture should draw its 
sustenance from the regions com- 


could have brought in Iqbal into 
the discussion and pointéd out to 
wards an often quoted couplet 
castigating the idea of nationhood 
on the plea that it negates the Is- 
lamic belief 


I wonder how we could go on ab- , 
out nationalism as one category of . 


thought and universalism for 
others without realising that 


philosophical categories couldn't 
work according to our desires. 


Khusro, Shah Waliullah, Abdul 
Fazal, Fazi. Mir Ghalib, Sir Syed 
and Hali it is possible that this list 
includes all the saints who carried 
the ‘Dastars’ from Multan to the 
fou: «+-1ners of the sub<untinent). 


Bur I would also like to feel sorry 
for Kumi. Haifz, Saddiq, [bn-i- 
Arabi, Jami and hundreds of other 


It is an interesting sitwation that 
Saleem Ahmed has been castigat. 
ing Sir Syed Ahmed Khan for some 
time. Now he should find it a bit 
amusing that he has t») make it very 
clear that the desire t as,imilate 
wisdom from the high water marks 
of culture and intellect doesn’t re- 
quire any bickerings on the places 
of their origin. Who would like tw 
claim that the Taj Mahal is situated 
on the bank of Ravi? But any dis- 
cussion about Pakistani ar. 
chitecture is going to involve not 
only Taj Mahal but many a monu- 
ment in Afghanistan, Iran and 
Central Asia. 

Take for example the de. 
velopemtn of poetry and arts. What 
is the fun in denying the ‘greats’ a 
simple affirmative nod while 
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meditating on the forces that led to 
the emergence of Pakistan. 
Maybe i bales us out of many 
imponderables and intangibles 
which have been eluding us for 


day thinking of some intellcctuals 
who have chosen an arbitrary mix 


little that is going to keep them “in- 
tellectually viable” 

Let us hope they don’t succeed in 
raising a pure anu simple myopia to 
an intellectual principle. Let us 


also hope that they would try to rise 
to the occasion and try to imbibe a 


far more cogent and intellectual | 


formulation. How could Rumi and 
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is no harm in having a broader view 


while sticking to the geographical 
realities as they are. 

















PAKISTAN 


FORMER PRESIDENT MIRZA INTERVIEW DISCUSSED; EVENTS CLARIFIED 
Karachi DAWN in English 3 Dec 82 Supplement pp l, 8 
[Article by Pir Ali Muhammed Rashdi: "Iskander Mirza Incriminates Himself" ] 


[Text] Pir Ali Mohammad Rashdi was Minister for Infor- 
mation and Broadcasting during the period that formed the 
subject-matter of Iskander Mirza's interview appearing in 
DAWN Magazine of Nov 19. A member of the Muslim League 
parliamentary party, Rashdi was an eye-witness to behind- 
the-scenes drama and politicalcrises that ultimately led 
to the abrogation of the 1956 Constitution and the pro- 
mulgation of Martial Law. In the article below, he gives 
his version of the events and rebuts Iskander Mirza’s account 
of some of the most crucial events that are now part of 
Pakistan's history. 


The interview of the ese did sores have been opened up? racy”, Witerpreted in practical 
late General Iskandar the curse of Pakistan's — 
Mirza, in Dawn history has been that each 

of G ment had ec for bureaucracy. It is a matter of 
see See > — its reorientation, with che ee ae ae ee ae 
incriminating document. ep ee by can te belen, tn oo te 
One wishes it had not  _lage-of solid fects hed lost their re- ent in Pakistan, —* 
been publicised particu- — — (2) Hie wastone of the celebrated 
larly after 15 years of its Seeeens tn tddenn check Oo trio of the leading 
ha been recorded bureaucrats who had grown grey in 
ving conversant with the catalogue of =. sevice of their outgoing white 
and, what is even more popular grievances against Iskan- atin a8 car tine in 
‘significant, after all the der Mirza which, to sum up, were as —— iby ao ae uae 
— en ‘.*. Government corvent older to Gis Satins Fue or Se 
— * — basically « Govern ce cntives d —— 
nt 
defend themselves. ment serv. to be her. whe" on enw tore tae ead 
a0 Sahib into key-) and initiated 
eS on bed mgm for political © gues to capture political power by 
credit aoe ‘ath, ow power, that too of the au- exploiting the credulity of some un 
Mirza Sahib himself thoritarian stamp. As will be recal- wary politicians and, in the end, de 
person friend, many was originator ea democracy itself—t 
—8 qualities —policics, of yh 21222 Sense xp dl Gale ae wtb 
course, apart. Why at all should th- By other tuo member of the tri 
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UH 


* 
25 


look. vou know Nishter perhaps tor 


ten years. | have known him for 25 
vears. Please listen to me and do not 
make him the President of the Muslim 
League or you will be in trouble. He isa 
religious fanatic and he will work 


tspaw, in the sense that it was he 
(Mirza Sahib) who, in order to use 
him on various fronts, had taken 


flag of Pakistan. 

Under Iskander he was now first 
made a Minister in the Pakistan 
Cabinet and, later, forced upon 
West Pakistan as its Chief Minister, 
in the teeth of Muslim League 
opposiron. 

(11) It was his policy and practice 


that while he installed in office one of 


Ministry, he, at the same time, con- 
tinued clandestinely to hobnob 
with the Opposition as well so that 
his options to make further 
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which has continued ever since. 
Par. othetcall, one might in 
this conrext us well call atrention to 
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idnight when I re- 
ceived a telephone call from the 
G -vernor-General House want- 


“It was m 


them (as he asserts) to the 


Governor-General’s House. It 
went with them, rather was 


was Mohammed Ali Bogra who 
made to accompany them. 


purposeful presence in 
London in September 1954: his _ this event. I did not accompany 
catching Bogra at the London 


nd man- airport when the latter was on his 
Ghulam Mohammed's wrath 


tober 1954; 
His 
way back from USA. to face 
the functioning Royal Air Force for an Argonaut 
elected provincial Chief Minister plane to bring the Bogra party 


The political intrigues a 


ipulations in the Punjab, 
hore (1953); the exaction of resig- Capacity he does not say) with the 


Sind and N.W.F.P (1948-1951); 
nation from 


count of his own under!iand doings 
the 
declaration of Martial Law in La- Karachi; his arranging (in what 


antecedent to his becoming the 


Head of State, for example his part 
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ery Cabinet member and dissuaded 


Mohammed Ali and giving him no 


quarter whatsoever. 
a One 
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HIGH-POWERED TEAM TO VISIT LIBYA 
Karachi DAWN in English 3 Dec 82 p 21 


{Text } 


clash pe ang yom 9 ering 
with of Thai workers there. V!Sit Kuwait to inquire an 
me ulam Dastgir Khan, Cent. ‘ef concerning the likely deporta- 
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PAKISTAN 


COOPERATION IN SOUTH ASIA REGION STRESSED 


Karachi DAWN in English 28 Nov 82 p 9 


[Text } 
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PAKISTAN 


FOREIGN REMITTANCES, CONSUMER GOODS LINK DISCUSSED 


Karachi DAWN in English 28 Nov 82 p 9 


[Text ] 
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{Text } 


ECONOMIC COUNCIL APPROVES MANY UPLIFT PLANS 


Karachi DAWN in English 28 Nov 82 pp l, 4 
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PAKISTAN 





DISAGREEMENT EXPRESSED OVER ECONOMY 


Karachi DAWN in English 3 Dec 82 p 19 





[Editorial: "Economy's Performance"] 

{Text ] THE annual report of the ing, inflow of external re- 
State Bank of Pakistan has de- sources and payments of instal- 
scribed the country’s economic ment on past purchases of 
performance during 1981-82 as aircraft and ships. If this fact is 
generally better than that of studied against the backdrop of 
the ing year. The av- a deteriorating balance of pay- 
thors of the report, which is an ments position and a burgeon- 
oe ee ae 6 are ing burden of debts, the growth 
tion of being objective. rate of 6.3 per cent would seem 
fore, their opinion on the to have been achieved at a very 


country’s economic perform- 
ance is usually taken very seri- 
ously. The relative improve- 
ment during 1980-81 in the 
growth rates ‘of GDP, GNP, 
gross investment and -com- 
modities sectors and a decel- 
eration in the rate of inflation 


high cost to the nation. The 
manufacturing sector grew at 
the rate of 12.1 per cent, com- 
pared'to about nine per cent 
during the preceding year, 
though this does not actually 
reflect the economic perform. 
ance of 1981-82. During this 


and monetary expansion are year a number of large-scale in- 
encouraging developments. dustrial projects were commis- 
But if these indicators are sioned, more than 90 per.cent of 
weighed against the relative the work on which had already 
declines in the growth rates of been completed in the previous 
exports, national savings, pri- years. -A bumper sugarcane 
vate sector investment, value- crop iw 4980-81 justabout kept 


added agricultural output and 
home remittances, expansion 
in budgetary deficit, widening 
of trade gap, and greater re- 
liance on external resources in 
financing gross investment, 
then the report’s summing up 
of the performance of the 
economy during the preceding 
yeur would reflect un- 
charucteristic shades of 


exaggeration. 


The overall growth rate un- 
derstandably reflects, to a 
significant extent, the rate of 
growth in imports, debt servic- 
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the g#Owth rate’ in. agriculture 


from going in the reverse direc- 


tion and helped it record a 
growth rate of three per cent, 


against four per cent of the pre-. 


vious year. Bumper sugar pro- 
duction also added substan. 
tially to the growth rate of the 
manufacturing sector. 

The improvement in gross in- 
vestment too dves not reflect 
the actual economic situation 
in 1981-82 because this im- 
provement is mainly attribut- 
able to fixed investment in the 
public sector which for the last 
three years has been flowing 
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mainly to the steel mills. No 
mentionable new public sector 
activity has been taken in hand 
during this period. The decline 
in the private sector fixed in- 
vestment has been indirectly 
attributed by the report to the 
existing economic controls. It 
should, however, be noted that 
the rate of monetary expansion 
was reduced to 10.5 per cent 
during 1981-82 compared to 
14.1 per cent in the previous 
year mainly by applying one of 
the most counterproductive 
controls on the growth of pri- 
vate sector fixed investment. 
The rate of domestic credit ex- 
pansion declined to 15.5 per 
cent during the year against 16 
per cent of the previous year. 
The private fixed investment 
dropped from 15.1 per cent in 
1980-81 to 12.1 per cent in 1981-: 
82. It is also claimed that the 
decline in the rate of monetary 
expansion was to an extent re 
sponsible for deceleration in 
the rate of inflation. This is ac- 
ceptabie but the figure of rate 
of inflation quoted by the re- 
port (9.4 per cent) will be dis- 
puted by many since, according 
to the report itself, the ad- 
ministered prices of several 
commodities (and services) in- 
creased during the year. in fact, 
the increase in their prices wus 
decidedly substantial. It is 
probable that owing to reces- 
sion the imported component 
in the rate of inflation might 
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not have been as significant as 

it was during 1980-81. If the 
rate of inflation really declined 
to a significant extent, this 
should have been reflected in 
the rate of national savings, 
which increased by only 10 per 
cent in 1981-82, as compared 
with a rise of 22.1 per cent in 
1980-81. The rate of national 
savings actually declined last 
year and reliance on external 
resources increased, so that 
their share in financing total 
gross investment rose from 20.6 
per cent in 1980-81 to 28.0 per 
cent in 1981-82. 

The report claims that owing 
to continued world recession 
and a sharp decline in the terms 
of trade, exports fell by 17.2 per 
cent. The current account de- 
ficit rose to 1. Cae billion dollars 
1983-82 from one 
in 1980-8. ft ty doudefal if-one * 
can accept without any ques . 
tioning the report's conclusion-: 
that “sustained growth over the { 
past few years and discernible | 

towards financial 

bility have, to some extent, oa 
lieved strains and stresses 
the economy”. The > financial 
stability mentioned in the re-} ; 
port appears to have been: 

achieved only through playing - 
up selected economic indi-' 
cators. Hard times lie ahead of 
the country, and unless long- 
term solutions are found to the 
economy’s maladies, the going 
will continue to be rough. j 

















PAKISTAN 


BODY PLANNED FOR SOLVING WORKERS' PROBLEMS 
Karachi DAWN in English 3 Dec 82 p 21 


[Text } 


32-member Standing Committee, joe os ee —— 
headed by the Federal Labour steps to frustrate attempts to exp- 
Minister, Mr Ghulam Dastgir Khan, loit them. 
will be set up soon to determine the The Committee will also 
nature and magnitude of various is- rationalise the varying salaries of 
sues faced by workers in the labourers in the four provincés. 
country, highly placed sources on The sources described the com- 
Thursday told ‘DAWN mittee as a coordination committee 
2 See > SS ae between and 
is expected to be made in a couple creation of which is to hold 
of days by the Federal Labour — conference in the 
The Committee will M 
ttee will comprise The sources said the 
eight representatives of employers concavaed ts oul enemining the oc 
while the rest of the members commendations made by the previ 
would be nominees of provincial ous Tripartite 
The idea behind the creation of — Ge Guten @ on 
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INCREASING TAXATION ON ERODING WAGES DISCUSSED 


Karachi DAWN in English 25 Nov 82 p 10 


[Article by Sultan Ahmed] 


[Text ] 


DR. MAHBUBUL HAQ’s 
appeal for an earnest na- 
tional debate on an incomes 
policy for the country has 
gone down quietly like a 
pebble in a pond. 


His proposal to apply a freeze on 
growth of higher educational in- 
stitutions for the next five years 
and bar admission of students with- 
out real merit and a keen interest 
im their studies to such official col- 
leges and universities has not 
evoked any visible response either. 

And his suggestion that the re- 
ceipts from Zakat fund and Ushr, 
which he estimates at Rs 350 crores 
annually for the next five years, 
should be used for economic de- 
velopment has not roused the or- 
thodox elements although they 
tend to respond emotionally to 
such moves. 

Why is this happening? On his 

the deputy chairman of the 
lanning Commission has been 
coming up with radical ideas, ideas 
wholly new to Pakistan and brave 
new visions of a bright future for 
the country. And yet there ts no de- 
bate on any of these issues, no post- 
uring by ome or protesting by 
another, no anatysis and synthesis. 

Is this because of the provertal 
mental lethargy of Pakistani soci- 
ety? Is it because of the all too 
familiar intellectual inertia of our 
intelligentsia? Is it because they do 
not take five vear plans and official 


proposals seriously in a country in 
why,ch only one five-year plan — the 
second — 1960-65 — was successful 
and the chasm between rosy offi- 
cial proposals and actual perform- 
ance has been too large? 
Could this social indifference be 
the outcome of the_firm belief 
among the people that no matter 
what they say or how the intel- 


Could it be because the fatalist 


stitutions in the country, and the 
possibily that we may not have 
them in their proper form for long. 
So he is trying to reach out to 
groups and societies, associations 
and organizations while awaiting 

ions from the public at 
large. He seeks such public support 
as he not only wants them to coop- 
erate with him at every stage -dut 
also pay for the plan; vnten is now 
envisaged to be two-and-a-half 
times the size of the current five- 
year plan with its total allocation of 
Rs 21,020 crores. 
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The richer groups are not keen 
on a serious overall debate as they 
are probably doing pretty well now. 
And when the investment in- 
creases by 150 per cent more dur- 
ing the next five years they will 
cumulatively be the greatest gain- 
ers in a-capitalistic society. The 
poor man’s wages may rise, but the 
rich man’s investments and assets 
will soar spectacularly. 

But if Dr. Mahbubul Haq does not 
want to upset the current distribu- 
tive applecart he does not want for 
more of the income from the sixth 
five-year plan to accumulate in the 
hands of the already rich. He wants 
more of the new income to go to the 
poor, and less to the rich. 

He has gone to the extent of say- 


ing that he does not want the new 


income to be hijacked by a 
go tne 


candidly admits that. Official fi- 
gures show that while the per 
capita income at — 2* 
risen ten times within 22 years, at 
the constant prices of 1959-60 it has 
merely doubled within 32 years. So, 
clearly, money is not the real mea- 
sure of wages in these abnormally 
inflationary and uncertain times. 
So Dr. Haq has now clarified that 
when he wants a 20 per cent in- 
crease in per capita income in the 
next five vears or seeks an increase 
in the income of a family of Rs 4,000 
during the five years, or Rs 800 per 
family per year, or Rs 160 per 

















capita per year, he means them at 
the constar.t prices of today. He ad- 
mits that prices may rise: they may 
rise because of a host of factors, 
including higher taxes or higher 
import costs. But the wage increase 
must be real, and-by 20 per cent at 
constant prices so that the fixed in- 
come groups set more goods and 
services for their earnings and not 
less year after year. 


Indexation 


Indisputably indexation of wages 
is the key-stone of his income arch. 
Everything stands and falls by that. 
Otherwise more rupees as wages 
may only bring more distress and 
not relief or comforts. Per capita 
income during the last five vears, 
ending 1981-82, went up by Rs 
1.778 ag current prices but at the 
constant prices of 1959-60 it went 
up by only Rs 116 in five years. The 
difference is one to 15, and that 
spotlights the extent of the ghastly 
inflation in our midst. 

But will Dr. Mahbubul Hag suc- 
ceed in making the Establishment 
in Pakistan to accept indexation of 
incomes and raise in wages annu- 
ally to tne extent of inflation plus 
the increment? There will be op- 
position from the government 
which at the federal, provincial and 
local level employs 3.7 million 
peopl: ? There will be opposition 
from trade and industry. There will 
be demand for increasing taxes and 
prices of goods corresponding to 
the indexed figures. Dr. Haq has 
clearly an uphill task; but so far he 
appears to be confident of success, 
largely because he is morally right 
and socially on firm ground. 


But once the principle of indexa- 
tion is accepted by the Govern. 
ment, the quality of the index be- 
comes an issue. The index has to 
reflect the full increase in prices 
and not of a handful of rationed and 
fixed price items only. 

Embassies and consulates 
general in Pakistan are often un- 
happy when their own budgets are 
indexed to inflation. The budgets 
of their missions and thew saigries 
are increased proportionate to the 
increase in the officially declared 
inilation in Pakistan. But as too of.- 
ten the government here declares a 
single digit inflation the increase in 
their salaries year after year can be 
low. So the embassy staff work out 
elaborate figures to show that the 
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real inflatiom A Pakistn is far 
higher than the modest or token of- 
ficial admission and obtain higher 
salaries. 

The same has been the bitter ex- 
perience of a couple of trade unions 


on the basis of inflation index with 
multinational companies in 
Karachi. As the companies went by 
our official inflation index the 
workers found they were gefting 
too little each year and 
the inflation index angrily. The in- 
crease in wages was thereafter 
negotiated, or not left to the tender 
mercies of the grossly understated 
official index: - 
Wages mean such a lot to the 
fixed income groups as most of 
them get little else in Pakistan. The 


comes or wages at one end he also 
wants them to pay more for their 
essential goods and services. How 
the personal balance sheet works 
out for the fixed income groups, 
particularly the workers, remains 
to be seen. 

not heavily taxed but unevenly 
taxed. And although the federal 
taxes, tax-like levies and provincial 
taxes come close to 20 per cent of 
Gross Domestic Product he prefers 
to quote the ratio of federal taxa- 
tion to the Gross National Product, 
and says that it is only 13 per cent of 
GNP. So the people have to be pre- 
pared for a substantial increase in 
taxation over the next few years, 
particularly if the size of the sixth 
plan is to be two-and-a-half times 
the size of the current plan and be 
around Rs 52,250 crore. 
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But he does not » ant to go all out 
for additional taxation. He would * 
prefer that those who use or benefit 
by a service pay for it. Such User’s 
Charges, as he describes them, 
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PAKISTAN 


PLEA FOR TEXTILE EXPORT PRICE CHECK SYSTEM 
Karachi DAWN in English 3 Dec 82 p 20 


[Text] The All-Pakistan Textile Mills Association (APTMA) has formally 
approached the Government for reintroduction of the export price check (EPC) 
on textiles to allay Japanese apprehensions about dumping by Pakistani yarn 
exporters, PPI learnt on Thursday. 


The Association's chairman, Mr Aftab Ahmad, in a communication sent to the 
Federal Commerce Ministry early this week, hoped that in view of the urgency 
of the matter, necessary orders would be passed to re-introduce the system 
of EPC on textiles immediately. 


It is understood that the matter of re-introducing EPC on textiles was also 
discussed by an APTMA delegation with the Commerce Secretary in the first week 
of October. The Secretary advised the Association to come up with a unanimous 
resolution on the subject, which was passed at a specially-convened extraordin- 
ary general body meeting of the Association at Lahore on Nov. 18. 


The resolution urged the Federal Government to reintroduce the EPC on cotton 
textiles immediately on a compulsory and formal basis and that it should cover 
the commercial exporters as well and should be administered in the same manner 
as was cone earlier before the system was abandoned in early 1981. 


The APTMA has also worked out the procedure for administering EPC effectively. 
. 10-member special committee will supervise the implementation of EPC.--PPI 
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MASSIVE WATER SUPPLY PROJECT FOR LYARI 
Karachi DAWN in English 27 Nov 82 p 10 
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[Article by M. Ziauddin] 


Karachi DAWN in English 28 Nov 82 Economic & Business Review pp I, IV 


PROSPECTS FOR OIL OUTPUT ANALYZED, TERMED ‘NOT TOO BRIGHT’ 
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PAKISTAN 


WORK ON PIRKOH-SUI GAS INTEGRATION STARTS 


Karachi DAWN in English 25 Nov 82 p 8 
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PAKISTAN 


RAILWAYS TO IMPORT 30 NEW LOCOMOTIVES 


Karachi DAWN in English 3 Dec 82 p 9 
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PAKISTAN 


MINISTER CALLS FOR MAXIMUM CREDIT TO FARMERS 


Karachi DAWN in English 3 Dec 82 p 8 


{Text } 
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PAKISTAN 


PLAN TO SET UP NATIONAL PARK IN NEELAM VALLEY 
Karachi DAWN in English 3 Dec 82 p 8 


[Text] Islamabad, Dec 2--The Government is planning to set up a national park 
in the upper Neelam Valley of Azad Jammu and Kashmir and the Kaghan Valley of 
the N.W.F.P. to promote tourism and preserve wildlife. 


According to official sources a final decision in this connection will be 
taken at a meeting of the National Council for Conservation on Wildlife, 
expected to be held on the first week of this month. Vice Admiral Mohammad 
Fazil Janjua, Minister for Food and Agricultural will preside. 


According to a survey conducted by the Council, the Neelam and Kaghan vallies 
have varied fauna, flora, scenic beauty and wild lands. 


The park will serve as a natura! outdoor museum, where native trees, plants, 
animals, and birds can be seen aim studied in their natural state. It will 
also be an important source of recreation for tourists. 


There are already five national parks in the country. These parks are Kirthar 
National Park, 160 kilometres from Karachi, Chiltan National Park, near 
Quetta, the Lal Sohanra National Park near Bahwalpur, Khunjerab National 

Park in the Northern Areas and the Margallah Hills National Park in the 
Federal capital .--APP 
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BRIEFS 


PESHAWAR STUDENTS TEARGASSED—Peshawar, Nov 24—Six students were injured 
when police resorted to lathi-charge and teargassed a crowd of students of 
Government College, Peshawar City, when they took out a procession today in 
support of their demands and pelted the police with stones and fired blank 
shots in the air. Six policemen were also injured. The police have 
arrested a number of students for disturbing peace. The students were 
demanding release of one of their presidential candidates and four other 
companions, who were arrested yesterday following a disruption caused by a 
group of students who besides damaging a bus also injured a passer-by woman 
and a child. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 25 Nov 82 p 1] 


LOW INFLATION RATE--The State Bank Governor, Mr A.G.N. Kazi, said in 
Karachi on Saturday that the rate of inflation in Pakistan is the lowest 
among the developing countries in the world. In an informal chat with 
newsmen after inaugurating the Banking Week, Mr Kazi said that the rate of 
inflation in the country was within control during the current year. The 
position was much better than the previous year, he added. He further said 
that it was the endeavour of the Government to keep the rate of inflation 
two to three percent below the previous year. To another question, the 
Governor said that remittances from overseas Pakistanis were on increase. 
"It is more than our expectations this year," he added. To another ques- 
tion, Mr Kazi said that the National Pay Committee would hold its next 
meeting on Dec. 1. He said that although the committee was scheduled to 
submit its report next month, lot of work remains to be done.--APP. [Text] 
[Karachi DAWN in English 28 Nov 82 p 1] 





RICE AGREEMENT WITH TURKEY——Islamabad, Nov 27--Pakistan and Turkey have 
signed a new rice purchase agreement on Nov 25, says a message received 
here from Ankara. Under the new agreement, Turkey will meet its rice 
importation needs for the next five years, till December 31, 1986 from 
Pakistan.—APP. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 28 Nov 82 p 1] 





VOTER ENLISTMENT DATE—-Islamabad, Nov 30--Eligible voters have been given 
one more chance to get themselves registered in the existing electoral 
rolls. According to an announcement of the Election Commission, the last 
date for the receipt of the applications for additions, deletions and 
corrections of the entries in the rolls would now be January 31, 1983. 

The extension will also benefit those who would be attaining the qualifying 
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age during the extended period. The campaign for updating the existing 
rolls was launched on Sept 9 and with two extensions it continued till 
Nov 18. In view of the present extension, the Registration Officers have 
been directed to keep in abeyance the manuscripts of the lists of addi- 
tions, deletions and corrections prepared previously on the basis of 
applications received till Nov 18. The Chief Election Commissioner hopes 
that the present extension will help have an updated and accurate elec- 
toral rolls.—APP. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 82 p 1} 


MRS BHUTTO REPORTED PROGRESSING--London--Begum Nusrat Bhutto who is staying 
in a suite in ‘Forces Hotel’, Munich, booked in the name of her son-in-law, 
Mr. Hussain, is making steady progress. According to her personal physi- 
cian, Dr. Abdul Hayee Saeed, a panel of Munich hospital doctors would 
decide within a day or two, if she would need surgery. Her doctors have 
advised her complete rest, which she is not getting because of the visitors 
from different branches of PPP in Europe and the UK. The first person to 
see her last Sunday was the Secretary-General, defunct PPP, Dr. Ghulam 
Hussain. He has confirmed on telephone from Berlin that during his meeting 
with his party chief she expressed complete confidence in him and charged 
him with the responsibility of reorganising the various branches of PPP in 
Europe and the UK. She is believed to have told him that the in-fighting 
within PPP should stop forthwith, so that the demand for the restoration 

of democracy in Pakistan might gain strength from their unity. [By Yehia 
Syed] [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 82 p 1] 


SIND MINORITY COMMUNITY'S DEMANDS--A delegation of minority community of 
Sind presented a memorandum of demands and grievances to the Governor of 
Sind on Monday, says a Press release. They demanded more powers to the 
Minority Councillors; exemption from Hadood Ordinance; inclusion in Crime 
Control Committees, Provincial Advisory Council, Railways, KPT, SITE and a 
piece of land as a special case for solution of their housing problems. 

The deputationists including Mr. Nazir Michael, Councillor; Mr. Kalidas J. 
Kandara and Mr. Nanji, Justices of Peace and Mr. Kanji Kara Bhai Manglia, 
urged the Governor to denationalise educational institutions of the 
minorities and sanction additional funds for them in KMC budget and other 
local of the province. They also pleaded for inclusion of minority members 
in various delegations and reception committees; setting up of an Employment 
Cell and a Minority Lease Committee. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 

1 Dec 82 p 4] 


URDU SCIENCE BOARD PLANNED--The Federal Government has decided to set up 
"Urdu Science Board" to prepare standard dictionaries of scientific and 
technical terms for the use of individuals and institutions, it was 
officially learnt. The other functions of the Board will be to remove 
existing deficiencies in Urdu, particularly in the field of natural and 
social sciences as well as in technologies so that it can become the 
medium of instruction at the higher levels of education.--APP. [Text] 
[Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 82 p 14] 
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PIRKOH GAS WELL INAUGURATED—Quetta, Nov 30-—The Governor of Baluchistan, 
Lt-Gen. Rahimuddin Khan, inaugurated Well No. 3 at the Pirkot gasfield on 
Tuesday morning during the last leg of a three-day Kohlu Agency tour. The 
Governor was earlier briefed about the progress of the Pirkoh project 

by Mr S.M.H. Rizvi, Chairman of the Oil and Gas Development Corporation. 
He was told that OGDC was carrying out an extensive survey of the area to 
locate gas deposits. The Governor expressed his satisfaction over the work 
being done by the OGDC in the area. The OGDC Chairman informed Gen. 
Rahimuddin that the Asian Development Bank was providing financial 
assistance for the project while the World Bank has also shown ‘aterest 

in it. He said the Corporation was also providing employment, medical and 
drinking water facilities to the people of the area. [Text] [Karachi DAWN 
in English 1 Dec 82 p 16] 


TI DEMANDS RELEASE--Urging release of those recently arrested and withdrawal 
of externment orders, the defunct Tehrik-i-Istaqlal yesterday said: “It is 
in the interest of all that political question be debated in a calm atmos- 
phere." The party's statement was signed by its Vice-President, Mr. J. A. 
Rahim; Secretary-General, Mr. Mushir Pesh Imam; and Chairman, Sind Branch, 
Mr. Ahmad Mian Soomro. They protested against the policy of discrimination 
in as much as the parties which are "favoured" are allowed to hold their 
meetings "unhindered" while the right of others was being “curbed.” Mean- 
while, Mr. Rashid A. Kidwai has been appointed as Information Secretary, 
Sind of the party in place of Mr. Humayun Gohar, according to a Press 
release. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 1 Dec 82 p 16] 


SOUTH KOREAN TRADE TEAM--A 15-member trade mission of the Republic of Korea 
arrived in Karachi yesterday on a 5-day visit to explore the prospects of 
increasing two-way trade between Pakistan and the Republic of Korea. 

Headed by Mr. Kim Mayung Sup, the mission includes 14 prominent Korean 
businessmen and one representative each of Korean businessmen's association 
and the Commerce Ministry. The mission is interested in finding out market 


in Pakistan for Korean auto-parts, tents and camping goods, telephones, 
textiles, cassettes, tape-recorders, paper and leather goods, fertilizer, 


cement, iron and steel products, soft-ware, electronics, sock knitting 
machines and plant, textile machinery and stamping machines etc., and in 
the import of Pakistani leather, skins, copper scrap, medical supplies, 
fish, frozen bean, and other commodities.--PPI. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in 
English 1 Dec 82 p 16] 


TURBINE AT COAL DEPOSITS--Hyderabad, Nov 27--Three hundred MV turbine will 
start functioning at Lakhra coal deposits next year to overcome power 
shortage in the country, Maj-Gen. Ghulam Safdar Butt, Chairman of the 

WAPDA, said here on Thursday. He told a representative gathering at the 
Darbar Hall of Shahbaz building that the objective was to utilise 250 
million ton coal deposits at Lakhra for power generation. He said WAPDA 
intended to raise power generation capacity at Lakhra to 5000 MV. [Excerpt] 
[Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 28 Nov 82 p 5] 
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NIGERIAN DELEGATION ON VISIT-—-A seven-member delegation from Borloe, 
Nigeria, headed by Deputy Governor Mr. Birma al-Haji Ibrahim Anaf, 
including two Ministers will be visiting Pakistan Machine Tool Factory 
(PMIF) tomorrow to seek its cooperation in the establishment of a foundry, 
training institute and skilled manpower for their country. The visit of 
this high-powered delegation to Pakistan is in response to the visit of 
Major General Mohammad Saeed Khan the Managing Director of the PMTF, who 
paid a market exploring visit to Nigeria last week. It may be mentioned 
here that PMTF is manufacturing all sorts of conventional weapons includ- 
ing rifles, light machine guns, mortars, and anti-aircraft guns which are 
also being exported substantially, thus earning a good amount of foreign 
exchange for the country. The delegation will be arriving here on Nov. 29 
and will call on the Sind Governor Lt-Gen. S.M. Abbasi the same day. The 
next day the delegation will pay a visit to the PMTF where the Managing 
Director of PMIF will apprise and highlight the functions of the factory. 
{fext] [Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 28 Nov 82 p 8] 


IDENTITY CARDS REQUIRED FOR PASSENGERS--People intending to travel in the 
trains will not be able to get a reserved seat if they do not have the 
national identity card. Pakistan Railways has made it compulsory for all 
intending railway passengers to produce the national identity card at the 
time of reservation of a seat. The NIC number will be written on the 
reservation card. Reservation on the basis of production of national 
identity card in all classes and in all trains has been introduced from 
December 1. However, it was not known if a person intending to travel 
along with his family members would have to produce national identity 

cards of all the members or whether only one card of the head of the family 
would be sufficient for the purpose of reservation of all. It was also 
not known if the passengers would have to carry their NIC with them during 
journey for the purpose of counter checking. Railway sources here said 
that certain clarifications from the head office in this regard were 
awaited. Surprisingly, long queves of intending passengers were non- 
existent at the City Railway Station on Wednesday evening more because 

for want of NIC.--APP. [Text] [Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 3 Dec 82 p 9] 


AID FOR POPULATION PLANNING--Islamabad, Nov. 28-——Britain will provide three 
million pounds for population programme of the Government of Pakistan. This 
was disclosed by Sir William Ryrie, Permanent Secretary British Overseas 
Development Administration (ODA) who called on Dr Mrs. Attya Inayatullah 
Advisor to the President on Population Planning here this morning. William 
Ryrie discussed matters relating to technical assistance by ODA to the 
population programme in Pakistan. The interest of the British Government 
in supporting the population programme was reiterated by Sir William Ryrie 
who stated that as a start with an approximate sum of three million pounds 
had been allocated for this sector. Identification of areas of assistance 
also came under discussion and it was indicated that the contribution could 
be made on a bilateral basis and also through the World Bank project. The 
meeting was attended among others by the ambassador and economic counselor 
of the British embassy and senior officials of the Population D.vision and 
Economic Affairs Division.--PPI. [Text] [Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in 
English 29 Nov 82 p 1] 
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BALUCHISTAN CIVIL AVIATION FACILITIES— Quetta, Nov 29—The Federal Govern- 
ment has undertaken a comprehensive programme for improvement and develop- 
ment of civil aviation facilities in Baluchistan at an estimated cost of 
about Rs 80 million. The programme under execution envisages further 
improvement of air travel and quick communication and transport facilities 
in inaccessible areas of the province. Under this programme civil aviation 
facilities have already been streamlined at Pasni and Turbat, while similar 
facilities are being developed at Zhob, Sibi and Khusdar. The Quetta 
Airport has already been expanded and runway strengthened for wide bodies 
airliner. Socio-economic development of the remote areas of the province 
would get a great fillip with the development of basic aerodrome facilities 
in these areas in less than three years time.--PPI. [Text] [Karachi 
BUSINESS RECORDER in English 30 Nov 82 p 2] 


PRESS WORKERS' REINSTATEMENT URGED--The President, Pakistan Federal Union 
of Journalists, Mr Rashid Siddiqi, has demanded reinstatement of about 70 
newspaper workers, including those of National Press Trust. He said these 
workers were sincere as well as patriots, but they had been removed from 
services on account of a group of bureaucrats who wanted to create mis- 
understanding between the Press and the Government. Mr Siddiqi, who is 
meeting Press workers and journalists, reminded them that President 
Mohammad Zia-ul-—Haq had said that journalists should come forward to 
point out and combat anti-Pakistan elements who were trying to harm the 
country.--PPI. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 3 Dec 82 p 21] 


CONCERN OVER DETENTIONS-—-Larkana, Dec 2--Maulana Jan Mohammad Abbasi, Naib 
Amir of the defunct Jamaat-i-Islami, expressing concern over the detention 
of various politicians, has said that the arrest and confinement of 
political workers, under Martial Law regulations, is not in the interest 
of the nation and the country. He said this while commenting on the 
arrest of political leaders.--PPI. [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 

3 Dec 82 p 21] 


BHUTTO TO STAY CHAIRWOMAN--London, Dec 2--Begum Nusrat Bhutto has said that 
she had no intention to withdraw from the leadership of the defunct PPP the 
BBC reported tonight. In an interview to REUTER in West Germany, where she 
is under treatment for lung cancer, she said that herdoctors were hopeful of 
her recovery. She said one of her lungs was affected by cancer. She was of 
the view that she would have to stay in Europe for treatment for further six 
months.--PPI [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 3 Dec 82 p 21] 


PAMPHLET PROSCRIBED--Lahore, Dec 2--The Government of the Punjab has proscribed 
the pamphlet entitled “Jamhoori Pakistan" issue No 9, Volume No. 4, dated 
12.9.1982, as it contains objectionable material, says a handout.--APP [Text] 
{Karachi DAWN in English 3 Dec 82 p 24] 


REPUBLIC OF KOREA CONSULATE--Lahore, Dec 2--The Consul-General of the Republic 
of Korea in Pakistan, Mr lay Hee Ho on Wednesday formally opened the honorary 
consulate of his country at Gulberg here and announced on behalf of his Govern- 
ment the appointment of Choudhry Shujat Hussain as honorary Consul of the 
Republic in Lahore. The ceremony was attended by the elite of the city and 
foreign diplomats stationed in the provincial metropolis. The Punjab Law 
Minister Choudhry Abdul Ghafoor, was the chief guest on the occasion.--APP 
[Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 3 Dec 82 p 8] 
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LOAN FOR TARBELA PROJECT--The Asian Development Bank has approved a dollar 

29 million loan for the Terbela hydro-power extension project (units 9 and 10), 
it is iearnt. The total cost of the project is estimated at dollar 159 million 
of which the foreign exchange component is dollar 78.65 million andthe local 
currency component dollar 80.35 million. The Asian Bank loan will be used to 
finance part of the foreign exchange cost, with the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA) financing dollar 17 million and the OPEC Fund for 
International Development dollar 32 million. The local currency cost will 

be defrayed by the Pakistan Government.--PPI [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 
3 Dec 82 p 9] 


SEED PROCESSING PLANT--Lahore, Dec 2--Khanewal Seed Processing Plant will go 
into production following formal inauguration by the end of next month, it is 
officially learnt. The plant completed at a total cost of Rs 7.21 crore with 
the assistance of the World Bank, will annually process 17,100 ton of wheat 
seeds and 12,000 tons of cotton seed.--APP [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 
3 Dec 82 p 9] 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


BRIEFS 


AID INCREASE-~Australia has again been asked by Papua New Guinea's prime minister, 
Mr Somare, to increase its aid to the country. Mr Somare made the request 

during a meeting with Australian aviation minister, Mr Fife, in Port Moresby 
today. Mr Fife is visiting Papua New Guinea for the final handing over of 
aviation responsibilities to Papua New Guinea's transport department. Radio 
Australia's Port Moresby correspondent, Sean Dorney, says Mr Somare asks for 

the meeting with Mr Fife to request that Australian aid be restored to what it 
was last financial year. Under an agreement between the two countries, which 

is now in its second year, Australian aid to Papua New Guinea has been reduced 
over a 5-year period. But Sean Dorney says Papua New Guinea wants an extra 

A$20 miliion in 1983 to help make up for the effects of the world recession. 

The Australian dollar is worth slightly less than the American dollar. Australia 
has agreed to look at aid for Papua New Guinea again in Canberra in February. 
[Text] [BKO21429 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0830 GMT 2 Dec 82] 
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MEETING NOTES NEW NPA TACTICS 
HKO060251 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 5 Dec 82 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Davao City, 4 Dec--Lie.tenant General Fidel Ramos, constabulary [PC] chief, 
disclosed here today the Communist Party of the Philippines [CPP] and its 

military arm, the New People's Army [NPA], have adopted a campaign to assassinate 
selected government officials, including Barangay captains, councilmen, and mayors. 


Ramos said the CPP-NPA campaign is a scheme to spread terror and make the 
citizenry lose their faith in the government. 


Ramos, who is concurrently Integrated National Police [INP] director-general, 
made this disclosure at a top-level conference with PC-INP commanders of regions 
8, 9, 10, 11 and 12. 


The conference was held at the region 11 headquarters under Col. Dionisio S. Tan- 
gatue, where Brig. Gen. Cirilo Bueno, Col. Valerio Perez, Commander of Region 10, 
and Tan-Gatue took turns briefing Ramos. 


Ramos ordered PC-INP commanders to adopt effective countermeasures in dealing 
with the new CPP-NPA campaign. 


The new pattern of operation by the rebels, Ramos said, is widespread as confirmed 
by captured documents in northern Luzon, Bicol, Samar and other parts of the 


Visayas, Mindanao, and in underground houses in urban areas, including Metro 
Manila. 


fhe new campaign, the PC chief said, had already claimed the lives of some 
Barangay captains and councilmen, and town mayors in Cagayan Valley, Kalinga- 
Apayao, Llocos provinces in the north; Bicol and Quezon in the southern Tagalog 
Region; in the Visayas and Mindanao. 


Ramos cited the assassination of Digos (Davao Del Sur) Mayor Llanos, Mayor Lucero 
of Calbayog City, and Mayor Baluran of Rizal, Cagayan. 


He said the new campaign is a deviation from the usual communist strategy. The old 
strategy, Ramos said, rode on some legitimate gripes and issues such as the copra 
levy, increase of tuition fees, unemployment, low wages of laborers and teachers, 
and other labor problems. The objective was to make the people hate the government 
and the people running it, he said. 


In the three Davao provinces alone, Ramos was told at the briefing, the CPP-NPA is 
engaged in a stepped-up campaign and recruitment activities. The group is also 
organising several front organizations and armed guerrillas, the regional 

comman tiers said. 
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CPP PROPAGANDA NEUTRALIZED 


Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 23 Nov 82 p 1 


[Text] SAMAR — The _ military 


its operation from armed ac- 
tivities to political propagan 
da, “using even the clergy in 
pastoral work for teach-ins 
and jectures.” (Chito de la 
Torre, OMA-8) 
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BARANGAY LEADERS ASK FOR GUNS 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 29 Nov 82 p 1 


[Text ] 
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Officials of Manila’s 
more than 900 barangays 
are asking that they be 
ullowed to carry firearms 
to help fight drug addic- 
tion and other forms of 
criminality in their re- 
spective arcas. 

The Association of 
Barangay Captains said it 
will submit shortly a 
memorandum to the Mct- 
ro Manila Commission on 
its propusal. 

Manuel S. Bagatsing, 
ABC president, said the 
group will seek the advice 
of the MMC, but final 
decision will be sought 
from President Marcos 
and Defense Minister 
Juan Ponce Enrilc. 

At present, only 
selected barangay offi- 
cls in far-flung areas 
are issued firearms to 
fight dissidents. 

Ragatsing said approv- 
al of the request will boost 
President Marcos'’s re- 
newed crackdown against 
the drug menace. 


Statistics show that 
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Manila has the worst 
drug problem, mainly be- 
cause it has the most 
number of schools and 
slum colonies where 
many voung men and 
women turn to drugs for 
various reasons. 

Bagatxing said that any 
drug campaign needs 
grassroot supports “and 
this is where the baran- 
gays play a pivotal role ~ 

Members of the drug 
syndicates were known to 
be fully armed to protect 
their flourishing racket, 
causing some barangay 
officials to be indifferent 
to the problem. 

Bagatsing cautioned, 
however, that the approv- 
al of the request should be 
accompanied by strict 
guidelines to prevent 
abuses. 

Barungay officials from 
other towns and cities in 
Metro Manila are ex- 
pected to muke a similar 
proposal if Bagratsing's re- 
quest is approved. 
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VIRATA PREDICTS $1-BILLION BALANCE-OF-PAYMENTS GAP 
HKO40154 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 3 Dec 82 p 3 


[Text] The government is expecting close to $l-billion deficit in the country's 
international payments this year. This is way above the $800-million Central 
Bank [CB] projection last September and almost double the $560-million deficit 
recorded last year. 





Prime Minister Cesar Virata in a talk before the rotary club of Manila yesterday 
revealed the latest projection on the balance of payments (BOP)--the record of 
Philippine transactions with other countries. He said the huge payments gap 
would be recorded despite an almost zero growth in the amount of imports this 
year. 


This indicates that since prices of imports went up this year, the Philippines 
actually bought from other countries a lower volume compared to 1981 importations. 
To make matters worse, the average price of the country's exports further dropped 
this year, weakening the country's ability to pay imports from export receipts. 


Virata said export prices went down by 9 percent this year, and this deteriorating 
terms of trade caused a slower growth in the economy. Sources in government 

said Virata has intimated that a 2.8 percent growth this year would be a 
"realistic" projection, against last year's 3.0 percent announced by government. 


The projected $l-billion BOP deficit this year is also far above the CB's target 
of $500 million set early this year, which the International Monetary Fund had 
considered to be high and unsustainable. 


Measures: Virata said to bring down the BOP deiicit next year, government has 
adopted its own adjustment measures. He was referring to the slash in government 
spending next year, with government to release only about P53 billion out of a 
P65-billion budget approved by the Batasang Pambansa. 


The aim is to prevent the government from competing with private business for 
funds in the domestic capita market, since the government has “high hopes” for 
a business recovery. If a recovery abroad would finally come about next year, 
private business can grow by about 12 percent including services, Virata said. 
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Thus, government wants to continue programs to reshape the economy's structure, 
orienting private business towards production of products which are competitive 
abroad. The country for some years will still depend on export earnings to pay 

for neceSsary imports such as raw materials and equipment and oil, Virata said. 
These imports can allow a fast development, although the country is gearing 

towards lesser dependence on these importation by developing its own, Virata added. 
Virata said other government measures to bring down future BOP deficits are: 
--attracting more firms to put up factories in export processing zones. 

--giving incentives to construction firms with contracts abroad. 


~-development of agriculture for import substitution and actual exports. 


--harnessing domestic energy sources, although this program would require 
Pi-billion investment annually for the next five years. 


-~-strengthening ties with ASEAN countries which would facilitate joint ventures 
and preferential trade treatment. 


--negotiating for higher quotas in textile exports. 


--movirg against the subsidy given by the European Economic Community on their 
member-countries’ sugar production, the main cause of the drop in sugar prices. 
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VIRATA STRESSES FISCAL SELF-RELIANCE 
HKO70140 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 6 Dec 82 pp 1, 13 
[Text] Cebu City, 5 Dec--Prime Minister Cesar Virata today said the government 


will be more self-reliant in its 1983 fiscal program even as he justified 
foreign borrowing as necessary to finance development. 





He met with newsmen here today in connection with the launching of the University 
of the Philippines diamond jubilee celebration in central Visayas. 


The prime minister said the balance-of-payments deficit which is estimated at 
$1 billion this year will be reduced by 40 or 50 per cent, or to only $500 or 
$600 million in 1983. : 


Virata said the current budget deficit of P14 billion will be reduced to 
P9.4 bi lion in 1983. 


He said the Philippines can no longer afford to keep on printing money or 
borrowing from abroad. 


He said the government has adopted a policy of improving the mobilization of 
domestic resources, like encouraging voluntary savings, by increasing interest 
rates. 


He said it is the government's objective to attain a 27 per cent national savings 
ratio in relation to the gross national product. 


Virata said this is not impossible because the Philippines today ranks among 
the world’ est in national savings-gross national products ratio at 
25 per ce 


He said this is the highest ratio achieved by the country and this was one of the 
outstanding economic developments brought about by the declaration of martial law. 


He said the government will give the private sector a bigger share in the avail- 
ment of the Philippine credit resources which is P135 billion. He said the 
government cannot do away with foreign borrowing because it cannot rely purely 
on domestic sources for financing its development projects. 
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Virata said the government has to sustain its development projects to keep pace 
with population growth in anticipation of world economic recovery. 


However, he stressed, foreign loans are exclusively used for development projects 
like roads and bridges, and not for operating expenses of government. 


He lashed out at critics of the economic policies of the administration, saying 
that they “should read first before they talk.” 


Virata maintained that the Philippines fared better than most countries in the 
world this year, pointing out while the country experienced a three per cent 


economic growth, developed countries had only 1.5 per cent growth, and the oil 
exporters experienced a negative four per cent. 
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GOVERNMENT LOSES 10 BILLION PESOS TO GRAFT 
HKO60259 Manila TIMES JOURNAL in English 4 Dec 82 p 2 
[Text] The government loses about P10 billion to graft and corruption every year. 


Half of the amount is lost through “under-the-table" deals in government trans- 
actions. Most of these deals involve "grease money or goodwill money." 


The rest of the amount is actually lost due to malversation and mishandling of 
government funds. 


This was revealed in a paper written by Victoria A. Bautista and Eleanor E. Nicolas, 
professors at the UP [University of the Philippines] College of Public Administra- 
tion, and submitted to the second conference on public administration being held 

at the Philippine International Convention Center. 


The study said that in 1981 alone, P117.5 million was lost due to malversation 
or mishandling. Of this, only P1.4 million was returned to the government. 


Among government offices cited for incidence of graft and corruption were the 
National Housing Authority, the Bureau of Internal Revenue, the Metro Manila 
Commission, the Ministry of Labor and Employment, the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion, the Ministry of Transportation and Communications, the Bureau of Customs 
and the Manila International Airport. 


The paper also cited findings of a survey that showed that 77 percent of the 
public looked at government agencies as corrupt and that the public had very 
low respect for workers in government service. 


The study further noted that the complex system of justice in the country hindered 
the prosecution of criminal and administrative cases for graft and corruption. 


It also blamed the public for the corruption because in many instances, they 
tolerated and encouraged graft and corruption. 


Among businessmen, for instance, corruption money is almost considered as part of 
the cost in their respective businesses. Anyway, the "extra cost" can be passed 
on to consumers. 
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MARCOS RULES OUT PESO DEVALUATION 
HKO90137 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 8 Dec 82 p 3 


[Text] President Marcos yesterday ruled out any possibility of the government's 
officially devaluing the Philippine peso. 


Fears of devaluation of the peso were expressed by several quarters due to the 
continuing decline of the peso in relation to the U.S. dollar. 


Devaluation or depreciation is the reduction of the official rate at which one 
currency is exchanged for another. 


Mr. Marcos earlier said that the peso has declined by almost 10 percent from 
P8 to P9 to the dollar. 


Mr. Marcos said further that devaluation would "hit the wrong” sector--that of 
the fixed salaried people. 


Devaluation will mean that the Philippine peso will purchase less dollars. In 
other words, dollars will become more expensive. 


The Central Bank [CB] has indicated that the peso-dollar exchange rate “may reach 
more than P9 by early next year.” As of yesterday, the interbank guiding rate 
was pegged at P9.007 to $1. 


Mr. Marcos said that devaluation is "too artificial" and not the true solution to 
the problem of the declining value of the peso. What we need is a "gradual 
adjustment, so that the fixed income group will not be suddenly hit by the change,” 
the president said. 


Devaluation of the peso may also trigger wage hike demands from the low and 
fixed income groups because with devaluation, the purchasing power of the peso 
will be reduced. 


CB Governor Jaime C. Laya had said that the CB is allowing the peso's exchange 
rate against the dollar to float. Since there is a greater need for dollars, as 
shown by the country's huge deficit in international payments, the peso's value 
naturally would drop. 
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Laya also said that the CB interferes in foreign exchange trading to prevent 
sharp declines in the peso-dollar exchange rate. 


The peso’s falling value against the dollar has both advantages and disadvantages 
for the economy, Laya said. Exports would be more competitive, since the dollar 
price of Philippine products would be lower as the producer would retain their 
peso costs. He nevertheless noted that imports and dollar loans would have 
higher costs, since firms must have more pesos to pay for the same amount of 
imports and loans. 
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CHARGES FILED AGAINST PRIESTS, NUNS 


PHILIPPINES 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 27 Nov 82 pp l, 6 


{Article by Yvonne Chua] 


{Text ] SEVEN priests, two nuns and 14 
others, many of them church and so- 
cial workers, were charged yesterday 
in Davao and Samar courts with in- 
citing to rebellion and related crimes. 


Six of the priests were charged in 
Catvalogan together with the two 
nuns and 10 others, while the 
seventh priest was charged in Davao 
with four others. 


PALO, Leyte, Nov. 26 — Eighteen 
persons, including six priests and two 
nuns, have been charged with inciting 
tu rebellion before the Catbalogan 
court of first instance in Western 
Samat 

The charges were filed by second 
assistant fiscal Justo M. Sultan based 


on “bundles of decuments” 
presented by the AFP eastern 
command. 


The accused are reportedly 
founders, organizers,’ promoters, 
directors, leading officers, and 
members of a front organization of 
the Communist Party of the 


Philippines. 
see 


CHARGED were Msgr. Norberto 
Hacbuang, alias Ka Diego. Fr. 
Josefino Gonzales, Fr. Edgar 
Kangleon, Fr. Edgar Dones: Fr. 
Pedrito Lucero, one Fr. Jose Pepe; 
Sister Elene Gutierres and sister 
Thelnw Oauron 


The other accused whe are church 
lay workers, were identified as: 
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Ludivina Babantes; Loreta Diego; Fe 
Pelamiba: Teodoro Reyes; Antonio 
Asistio, Juanito Delimaba; Norma 
Salayeo: Virginia Adriasola; Boy 
Sabandal and Jose Mabulay. 

The 18 are allegedly connected 
with the Social Action Center, Social 
Action Visayas, Church sector of the 
CPP; the Naiional Religious Union in 
Samar-Leyte; and the Religious 
Radicals which Sultan said are CPP 
front organizations. 

see 

CFI JUDGE Wenccsiao Polo has 
issued the warrant of arrest for the 
18, but only four of them have been 
arrested. They are Asistio, Juanito 
Delamiba, Gutierrez and Kangleon. 
Gutierrez is out on bail. 

In denying the charges, Samar 
church authorities explained that the 
mature of the church and the 
vocation of priests and the religious 
morally compel them to perform the 
responsibility of leading in the 
denunciation of al] forms of 


They said the church in Samar 
has always been cooperative with the 
government in programs that have 
served the genuine interest of the 


DAVAO CITY, Nov. 26 — City 
Fiscal Emmanuel Galicia has 
approved the filing of charges in 
court against a Catholic priest and 
four others, three of them women, 
for conspiracy to commit rebellion 
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and illegal possession of explosives 
and bullets. 

Charged were Fr. Orlando Tizon, 
alias Marvin Garcia, 34; Amelia 


alleged officials of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines in Mindanao. 
The five were captured in a raid in 


the CPP in Mindanao. 


THE MILITARY, through the 
regional judge advocate, Lt. Col. 
Enrique Lacanilao, said that Father 
Tizon is a former priest in Calbayog 
City who joined the CPP when he 
had a falling out with his bishop. 

Bato and Barimbao allegedly 
handled the financial matters of the 
Mindanao CPP while Arnejois said to 
be a researcher. 

De Vera, wife of Benjamin de 
Vera, former party secretary who 
earlier escaped from detention, also 
did research work. At the time of her 
capture, Mrs. de Vera had just 


pleaded guilty to a subversion charge 
and served a six-month sentence. 


see 

THE CHARGE sheet indicted the 
five for “inciting to rebellion, illegal 
possession of explosives, and illegal 
possession of subversive documents.” 

Fiscal Galicia, however, found 
prima facie case against the accused 
only for “conspiracy to commit 
rebellion” and “illegal possession of 
explosives and ammunition.” 

The respondents, through their 
lawyers, carlier waived their right to 
file counter-affidavits. s 
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CHURCH-STATE ROLES EXAMINED 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 28 Nov 82 Weekend Magazine pp 8, 


10-15 


[Article by Corazon C. Fiel] 


[Text] 


And it is disturbing. 


In the Philippines, _ this 
is all too real. Who 
not heard of Fr. Zacarias 


most-wanted list. 

And among those pinpointed by 
military authonties as “religious 
radicals” are the following: Edicio 
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de la Torre, charged with 
conspiracy to commit rebellion and 
inciting to sedition; Luis Jalandoni, 
conspiracy to commit rebellion and 
illegal possession of firearms and 
ammunition; Jeremias Aquino, who 
allegedly supplied arms and other 
supplies to dissidents; Orlando 
Tizon, who was arrested in the 
company of Edgar Jopson (now 
dead); Cesar Taguba, who 
reportedly spoke against the 
= in church forums; Nilo 

alerio, Bruno and Cirillo Ortega, 
and Jose Nacu, believed involved in 
encounters with military troopers; 
and Edmundo Abadicio, believed to 
have been involved in organizing 
ant'-government demonstrations. 

In a sense, rebel priests, religious 

Jicals and activist nuns present a 
portent of the times. The clergy 
today is at the crossroads. They are 
asking themselves: what must they 
do to bring the meaning of the 
gospel closer to the people, 
especially in the context of the 
times? Are the old, traditional 
ways of evangelization still relevant 
in the face of mass poverty, for 
instance? What exactly should be 
the role of the clergy? 

The intensive debate has reached 
a larger, world-wide scale, The 
ferment is not only within the 
Catholic Church. Members of 
different Protestant sects are alsp 








searching for answers. 

For example, two large 
Protestant organizations are at odds 
with each other. The International 
Council of Christian Churches 
(ICCC) has accused the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) of 
mulitating against the Bible when 
the latter gives financial and moral 
support to alleged subversive 
movements in the Third World. 

The WCC, on the other hand, 
contends that the poor, the 
dispossessed, and the oppressed 
look to the Churches for 
hiberation...“not only deliverence 
from sin but also for the 
elimination of inequalities and 
injustices."" The WCC has clarified 
that their aid for the poor and the 
oppressed are for their health, 


social, and educational 
improvement and not for the 
purpose of toppling legitimate 
governments. 


The WCC is composed of the 
Agiipayan, the Methodist, the 
Episcopalian, United, and Lutheran 
sects. The ICCC is composed of the 
funda mentalists — a 
conglomeration of minor sects 
which are conservative, reactionary, 
and committed to the . literal 
translation of the Bible. 

If policies and methods are 
discussed and assessed within the 
higher councils of church 
hierarchies, rank-and-file members 
are translating them into action in 
the fields in different ways and 
means — armed struggle being the 
most extreme and dramatic of them 
all. 

In the Philippines, the situation 
has come to a point wherein 
relations between the Church and 
the State seem to be sadly strained. 
Since the government has charged 
reLel priests with communist 
subversion, the Church has accused 
the government with outright 
persecution. 

It was not at all this bad, this 
situation between the Church and 
the State. Time was when Cross and 
Sword went hand in hand. Where 
the Empire went — gathering new 
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lands and new territories, the 
Church went too — reaping a rich 
harvest of souls for Christ. This was 


between Church and State were at 
— until recently. 

Here are what radical clements 
among the clergy are doing, as 
outlined in the Malayang Pilipino, a 
publication of the Ministry of 
National Defense: 

“In the Philippine Church, 
radicalism has manifested itself in 
the adherence of some individuals 


persuasions 

impulse of defining relevance of the 
religious calling to modern times, 
avowedly to bring change within 
the Church itself and for the people 
who fall under its ministration. The 
trend towards greater social and 
political commitments on the part 
of the religious has thus given birth 
to a group of radicals and 


. “The religious radicals pose 
threats to national security in two 
(2) main categories: direct and 
indirect.” 

Falling under the direct category 
are groups of “radicals who have 
either joined the Communist Party 
of the Philippines and the New 
People’s Army or the Nagkakaisang 
Partido Demokratikong Sosyalista 
ng Pilipinas (NPDSP) and some 
other respective front 
organizations. Religious radicals of 
this group fully subscribe to the use 
of force and violence in the seizure 
of state power and are active in 
pursuing their objects in their 
respective positions as party 
functionaries and in their activities 
within the Church.” 

The government further 
that religious radicals in the CPP 
and the NPDSP have undertaken, or 
are engaged in the following: 

1. Actively participating in the 
recruitment and training of revolu- 
tionary cadres within the Church 
and among the people. The follow. 
ing members of the clergy accused 








under this category are: Father 
Edicio dela Torre, S.V.D., who at 
the time of his arrest was the head 
of the CPP National Liason 
Committee and the head of the 
Committee for the Participation of 
Christians in the CPP Preparatory 
Committee of the National 
Democratic Front, whose activities 
“centered on the development of 
alliances with all anti-government 
sectors of society. He also founded 
the Christians for National 
Liberation, which, military officials 
say, is a communist front 
organization engaged in recruiting 
Marxist-onentedd members of the 
clergy. 

Romeo Intengan. $.J., chairman 


of the Central Committee of th 
NPDSP,. is known (to have 
conducted seminars on urban 


guerilla tactics. particularly in the 
use of arvon, together with some 
unidentified forciwn mstructors in 
Metro Manila; 

Jose Blanco, another Jesuit 
pnest. NPDSP member = and 
secretary general of the KASAPI, 
“whose members were among the 


identified perpetrators of terrorist 
bombings in Manila in late 1980.” 
Ile reportediy used the KASAPI to 
infiltrate and recruit members in 
civilian offices, private groups, and 
the oulitary. Training in urban 
terrorist and guerilla activities has 
also been conducted’ through 
KASAPI and allied groups. 

2. Organizing and managing 
revolutionary bases and front 
organizations in the quise of setting 
up legitimate community 
organizations. 

The government has charged Fr. 
Luis Jalandoni for organizing the 
Negros chapter of the Federation of 
Free Farmers (FFF), a peasant 
group closely identified with the 
Jesuits even before 1972, and 
which is reportedly heavily 
infiltrated by both CPP and NPDSP 
cadres. Also, as head of the 
National Federation of Sugar 
Workers, Jalandoni is said to have 
used these organizations as 
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recruitment bases and for raising 
party funds. Through the efforts of 
these groups and several 
sympathizers in the Church and 
other sectors, communal farms, 
kibbutz style, were also put up in 
Negros province for the production 
of food for the communist 
movement. 

In Davao del Norte, Fr. 
Emmanuel Nabayra organized the 
Smal! Christian Communities 
purportedly for the upliftment of 
the people but actually used these 
groups as revolutionary bases for 
carrying out CPP activities. By first 
indoctnnating lay deacons, locally 
called Kaabags, majority of the 
members of the small Christian 


communities were actually 
converted into communist rebel 
bands undertaking training 


recruitment, food production, and, 
at times, armed activities. 

3. Extending direct aid to 
anti-government dissidents in the 
form of arms, ammunition, 
supplies, funds, and medicine. 

4. Diverting funds intended for 
legitimate socio-civic and 
use, including those from various 
international donors, to support 
CPP programs of the Visayas 
Secretariat for Social Action 
(VISSA), the regional office of the 
National Secretariat. for Social 
Action, Justice, and Peace 
(NASSA) run by the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines (CBCP) but apparently 
without the knowledge of the 
latter. VISSA was used likewise to 
conduct research for the CPP in 
furtherance of its propaganda 
activities such as the research 
conducted on the “militarization” 
of Samar, aimed at convincing the 
Australian government to terminate 
a government-to-government aid 
program for improving 
socio-economic conditions in the 
area. 

Funds from such sources as 
CARITAS Intemational and 
MISEREOR (West Germany), 
ostensibly used for socio-economic 











activities, have been used to finance 
urban guerills training and 
organization efforts of the NPDSP. 

1 involvement with 


Bal 

to be the leader of an 
NPA group which attacked a PC 
detachment at the Bagong Buhay 
Gold Mines, Balatoc,  Pasil, 
Kalinga-Apayao, on September 11, 
1980 in which seven soldiers were 
killed. 

6. Using church facilities, 
publications, and other fora such as 
religious seminars for the 
propagation of extremist party 
lines and propaganda against 
government programs. Rev. Cesar 
Taguba, a minister of the National 
Council of Churches of the 
Philippines (NCCP) in Baguio City 
was instrumental in the publication 
of the united front propaganda 
opposing the government's Chico 
Dam project in Kalinga-Apayao, 
military authonties charged. 

7. Organizing and participating 
in mass demonstrations and 
activities aimed at disrupting peace 
and order. Fr. Raymundo Abadicio 
was identified as one of those who 
led some 1,000 rallyists, “many of 
whom were armed,” in a march in 
Plaza Roma, Intramuros, Manila, on 
June 5, 1976, to air 
anti-government issucs. He was also 
active in such rallies and prayer 
meetings wherein various groups, 
particularly from the student, 
labor, urban poor, professional, and 
relynous sectors openly voiced out 


what government considered as 
“seclitious and inflammatory 
propaganda against the 
authonties.” 


8. Actively forging alliances with 
other anti-government groups 
supporting the use of violence as 
the primary means to overthrow 
the government. An example: 
Fathers Intengan and Blanco have 
been in constant con'‘act with 
known rightists such as ex-Senator 
Jovito Salonga. Fr. Blanco was once 
reported to have met with the 
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disorder. Others result in situa 


which impede military operations 
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embolden squatters to resist 
government relocation and urban 
development programs. Some of 
the member organizations, said the 
article, have been infiltrated by 
communist elements. 

2. Use of church facilities, 
including church publications and 
the pulpit, to  sensationalize 
grievances against the government, 
apart from failure, in the first 
instance, to bring such to 
the proper authorities for redress. 
Bishop Julio Xavier Labayen, 
bishop of the prelature of Infanta, 
Quezon, has in many instances 
lambasted government policies and 
programs in church-sponsored 
seminars and multi-sectoral confe- 
rences and through church media 
facilities like the radio station 





DX4JO. The article claimed that the 
bishop was primarily responsible 
for the extensive publication in the 
local media and through leaflets, 
even before verification with 
government authorities, of the 
alleged kidnapping by the military 
of Fr. Raymundo Abadicio, who 
turned out to have absconded and 
left for abroad with the knowledge 
and permission of his superiors. 
“Even after bishop Labayen had 
been informed of the official action 
on the matter, he refused to 
publicly acknowledge that his 
charges of military repression were 
erroneous.” 

The article further said that such 
church publications such as the 
Signs of the Times, published by 
the Association of Major Religious 
Superios in the Philippines 
(AMRSP). which has since been 
replaced by the /chtys, “have been 
used to publish highly biased 
reports against government prog- 
rams and scurrilous libel against 
government authonties.” 

Included in this category are 
euch publications such as the Ang 
pandilyo of the Malaybalay 
prelature of Bukidnon and The 
Communicator of the Federation of 
Catholic Broadcasters. 

4. Use of “conscientization,” 
politicalization, and community 
Organizations programs as fora for 
airing anti-government views. Such 
programs,” says the article, “tend 
to dwell on government neglect of 
the poor...Civic responsibility is 
seldom terrd iin _ dialogues 
conducted, .” 

The article revealed that in a 
priests-nuns forum in St. Clements 
retreat house in Iloilo City in 
October 1977, the attendees agreed 
on measures...which included 
exhortations to “go underground 
and act on target groups, to 
conscienticize, to blow up issues 
and to take any case to the parish 
priest...agitate victim to ask help 
from pansh priest.” 

5. Taking advantage of religious 
rites and the sacraments to 
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dramatize alleged ills of the 
government and to convince or 
even at times coerce people into 
supporting anti-government activi- 
ties. The article stated that the use 
of mass-prayer rallies were staged in 
Negros in the guise of 

“melodramatic plays dramatizing 
alleged military abuses.” 

A parish priest, Fr. Eduardo 
Flotildes of Mati, said the article, 
was reported to have told his 
parishioners that those who will not 
join the smal] Chnstian communi- 
ties and conscientization programs 
may not avail of the sacraments and 
services. 

6. Organization of and 
participation in illegal mass actions. 
“Church elements have also 
participated in demonstrations 
against, among others, the hosting 
by the Philippines of international 
conferences of the Intemational 
Monetary Fund (IMF), the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and 


Development (UNCTAD), and the b 


Miss Universe Internationa'ice 


Pageant, purposely to discredit th as 


government before the 
national community.” 

7. Engaging in purely political 
activities such as campaigning for 
boycott of referenda and actively 
supporting political candidates 
through mobilization of church- 
sponsored organizations. 

8. Giving aid and comfort to 
known dissidents and insurgents. 
“It is admitted that doling out of 
funds and food to the needy is 
part of the pastoral concems of the 
— ang But...such assistance to 


dissidents and _ active 
sympathy for subversive causes...are 
transgressions of Philippine 
laws for which such involved 
church personalities could be 
proceeded against..." 
During the period of martial law, 
government forces “proceeded 
against 93 priests, nuns and 


ministers for various violations of 
Philippine laws.” 

Of this number, 67 are Filipinos 
and 26 are foreigners. “Except for 


inte: wi 
‘Cc 








Fr Intengan and Fr. Balweg who 
remain at-large, all were arrested, 
detuned, and/or subjected to 
deportation proceedings for cnmes 
against national security and public 
order. One foreign prest was 
charged with corruption of minors 
but was given permission by the 
government to leave the country. 
All those arrested have been 
released, 13 of whom are awaiting 
trial of the charges against them.” 

And just this month, in the light 
of murder charges filed against two 
foreign missionaries, Columban 
fathers, Brian Gore and Neil O’ 
Brien, Labor Minister Blas F. Ople 
ordered a review of the prearranged 
employment status of foreign tech. 
nicians and employes throughout 
the Philippines, including some 
5.000 foreign missionaries. 

He pointed out that [foreign 
missionaries who interfere with 
trade union activities infringe on 
the country’s sovercignty and this 
can be ground for deportation. In 
the case of foreign missionaries 
engaged in hostile acts against the 
government, Ople said that this 
constitutes a ground for immediate 
termination of prearranged employ- 
ment visas and of their nght to stay 
in the country. 

He said that “we are grateful to 
the vast majorty of these 
missionanes whose teaching work 
has made up for our own 
inadequate investments in the 
education of our ministries.” 

But the very few who abuse the 
terms of their stay by engaging in 
dumous political activity may 
detract from the status of the entire 
foreign missionary force in the 


country, he added 
its own gnevances against 
the government. 
Bishop Cinlo Almario, in the last 
meeting of the Church-Military 
Liason Committee of which he ws 
chairman, pointed out to military 
offieals that “there seems to be a 
campaign to vilify the name of the 


UT the Church, too, holds 








Church and to. destroy. her 
credibility among the people.” 

He said, for example, that names 
and cases are being published when 
these are still supposed to be under 
investigation. 

He asked: “Why are the religious 
superiors not immediately informed 
when members of the clergy have 
been put under arrest? "’ 

He cited the cases of Fr. Orlando 
Tizon and Fr. Edgar Kangleon. 
“Their respective bishops were not 
informed.” 

The National Secretariat for 
Social Action, Justice and Peace or 
NASSA, an arm of the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines, has come out with a 
statement deploring the 
circumstances surrounding the 
arrest and detention of Calbayog 


[as printed] 

ial Action Director Fr. Edgar 
igleon last October 10, 1982. 

“No warrant of arrest was 
ed. No original copy of the 
udential Commitment Order 
O) was presented. Two 
irch-Military Liason Committee 
eements were violated — that no 

st of religious persons be 
cted without prior coordination 

1 and in the company of the 
wst religious superior; and that 
sted religious persons be turned 
over into the custody of their 
supenor. There was a breach in the 
promise of Chief of Staff Gen. 
Fabian Ver that no priest and 
religious in Samar be arrested 
unless he was actually committing 
subversive acts. After 18 days in 
detention, Fr. Kangleon has not 
been charged.” 

It continued: “These may also 
well be the — circumstances 
surrounding the arrest and 
detention of some 30 other Church 
workers boih lay and religious. 
Catholic and Protestant arrested 
since January this year." 

“Trial by publicity. Fabricatea 
charges. Temporary denial of the 
right to counsel. These are the 
circumstances surrounding’ Fr. 





Kangleon’s continued 9 detention. 
Other Church workers have heer 
submitted to worse fates — torture 
and even summary execution.” 

The statement, signed by 
Archbishop Federico Limon, 
Bishop Antonio Fortich, Fr. 
Cesario Sanednn, Fr. Luciano Pili. 
Fr. Oscar Valles, and Fr. Justino 
Cabazares, refiect the growing 
thinking among members of the 
clergy that the arrests, the 
detentions, “are...atiempts 10 
isolate church workers from the 
communities they are bound by 
Christian duty to serve, to distort 
the Church's mission to proclaim 
the Gospel of Justice Peace, nd 
Love...” 

There were other incidents, 
according to Church sources, that 
only aggravated the already 
widening rift between military 
forces and members of the clergy. 

Some of these incidents are>. 

@ The detention of two Good 
Shepherd sisters, Zenaida Pineda 
and Pilar Verzosa, when they 
returned home from a fact-finding 
mission on the arrest and the killing 
of farmers in Kaybanga, Lobo, 
Batangas. 


@ The arrest of two Laguna 
pastors: Rev. Jesus Cavida, while he 
was conducting a young people's 
fellowship in Paete: and Rev. 
Harold Lorenzo, while he was 
leading a bible study in a private 
house in Pangasinan. 


e@ The unexplained shooting of 
Fr. Jose Ma. Sucilla, social action 
director of the archdiocese of Jaro, 
lloilo, while he was celebrating 
Mass on March 5, 1982. The 
tnggerman has not been 
apprehended despite a warrant of 
arrest. He is often seen in the 
company of polwemen in dnnking 
sprees at the Lapuz Police Station 
after the incident. 


. Other incidents like 
“harassments, threats, and raids” 
on church establishments. To cite 
two cases: 


During a NASSA Conventon 
held at the Sacred Heart Novitiate 
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from dune 25 two July 1. 1982, 
military soldwrs allegedly forced 
their way im and tried to confiscate 
copies of all papers used. They 
refused, however, to show any 
identification or a mission order. 
One night in February, military 
men in full battle regalia allegedly 
swooped down on the Pasay City 
United Methodist Church and 
searched the parsonage, the Church 


kindergarten, and the Church 
premises. The soldiers found 
nothing. 

In the wake of the many arrests 
and detentions of some of the 
members -of toe clergy. church 
inerarchy officials are naturally 
upset. 





sf PMest poming rebel 
ranks and clerics being 
accused of subversive 


activities, just how reflective are 
these of the situation of the Church 
in the Philippines? 

Bishop Antonio Fortich, when 
he spoke before a gathering of 
bishops and businessmen at the 
Makati Sports Club last Nov. 5. 
answered: “Subversives among the 
clergy are normally the exception 
to the rule.”’ What he was trying to 
say was this: The few subversive 
members of the clergy do not 
reflect on the wide majority as a 
whole. 

But he added. in his capacity as 
a concerned Father, as a concerned 
Prince of the Church that “‘they"’ — 
and hy they he meant the military, 
“they say that those accused of 
subversive activities...are results of 
surveillance.” 

The good bishop insisted that 
these accused clerics are “‘innocent 
till proven guilty.” 

The Church-Military 
“Committer, of which 
Fortich also 
co-chairman, cannot handle all 
complaints against military abuse, 
including cases of so-called 
“subversive priests and nuns.” In 
such cases, said Bishop Fortich, 
“the Church has to rely on the 











competence of the courts and 
“due 


will be the courts, the civil courts 
which will decide on the innocence 
or guilt of cderics charged with 
subversion or acts of rebellion 
agaimst the government. 

On a larger scale, there is no war 
hetween the Church and the State. 
There may be serous iritants, yes; 
but certainly no cause for quarrel. 

The bone of contention ts this: 
the Church has «rievances agaimst 
some military soldiers as regards the 
manner ol arrests and detentions 
made agsinst members of the 
clergy. perhaps in violation of an 
agreement between church and 
military officials. 

The government, or the military 
establishment, ts not against 
criticism from the Church, but 
government feels thal certain 
members of the clergy are 
“trespassing” -- some clerics are 
going into political arenas which are 
beyond their ministerial functions. 

“Church authorities should 
understand that we im the military 
have no other recourse but to treat 
these priests and nuns who instigate 
against the government as ordinary 
citizens,” said an official of the 
Minutry of National Defense. 

A soldier, he said, or a layman 
would not dream of using the 
pulpit or putting on a cassock. “‘We 
would expect the same from the 
clergy.” 

More members of the clergy are 
convinced that their mission is to 
work with the poor. “We are not 
here only to run exclusive schools 
or manage clinics and hospitals,” 
said a nun who spends most of her 
hours among the squatters. “We 
feel that we should go to the poor, 
instead of the poor coming to us.” 


Sister HKacaltos, a Good 
Shepherd religious who works 
among the deprived in the 
hinterlands of Davao, said: “More 
of us want to be with the poor. 
And our service lo the poor is 
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opening our eyes to many cases of 
injustice.” 
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. mevitably n 
afoul with government. 

Jaime Cardinal Sin expiained t! 
dilemma faced by priests ana nu: 
who live and work in areas whe 
the New People’s Army is activ 
They, he said, must often act lil 
Red Cross representatives becau 
they must help both governme 
and NPA forces. That, he implie 
ws the true nature of the calling « 
the priesthood. “And for this, thi 
are branded as communists, whi 


Rut to go to the extreme? 7 
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take up arms andespousethe viole: 
overthrow of the government” 


HE situation impe 
both sides to sit down an 


talk - Ww have a serio. 
dialogue. and to iron out irritan! 
between them. 
After all, Church and State a: 
ph gmgpdlcondl aryreg An 


the people are supposed to rea 
from the benefits of their service 


If there is no true, sincer 
dialogue, what will happen to th 
people? 
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PDP-LABAN PLEADS FOR HELP AGAINST RADICALS 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 23 Nov 82 ppl, 2 
[Article by Al Alinsug] 


[Text] The PDP-Laban ‘leadership in the Visayas has exprete- 
06 tiem Ome 1 Paden en ah ee 
ands of the political opposition the radicals in this coun- 
try who are determined to change the present regime 


might take over. 


Tais was the view of for- 
mer Congressman Antonio V, 
Cuenco and the PDP-Laban 
group who met last night in 
Cebu City. 

Interviewed by VISAYAN 


HERALD, Cuenco who is 
chairman of the group, pefa- 
phrased the late American 
President John Kennedy who 
said “Those who make peace- 
ful revolution impossible wi:! 
make violent revolution ine- 
vitable,” 

Cuenco made a strong ap- 
peal to the present KBIT. lead 
erSnip that the election being 
the only safety valve hy 
which people can express 
their will should be guaran- 
teed to be honest and fair. 

The PDP-Laban chairman 
then reitereted the demands 
of the national opposition par 
ty in making the people's 
wil) known through: 

*a complete revam) of the 
COMELFEC 

“nurging of the voters’ list 

*elimination of llock vot- 
ing 

*equal time and = space i” 
media 
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*neutralization of the mili- 
tary 


These demands have heen 
sire’ earlier by opposition 
stalwarts in the nationa! 'e- 
vel as the only alternative to 
n hloedy confrontation. 


As Cuenco has emphasized, 
this is the enly wav by whieh 
the actual sentiments of "ne 
people can he determined, 
Without clean elections. the 
true will of the citizens crn 
never he respected. 

“Or the radicals will take 
over if these demands can 
not le met and implement- 
ed.” Cuenco underscored, 


Cuenco’s views were shar- 
ed by Ribomapil Tlolganza 
Secretary-general of the PD- 
T-Taban Visayas who was in 
the group last night. 

Holganza insisted tinat this 
the only peaceful] alterna- 

ve, 


“Of what use is our narti- 
cipation in the election if the 
votes that we get will not be 
counted?” Holganza asked. 








CSO: 


4200/185 


It wil) all be « waste of 
time, monev and effort. he 
said. if the demands for a 
clean and fair election wii! be 
ignored bv President Marcos, 


Hlolganza appeared to be de 
termined to force the issue as 
the only way for democracy 
to survive in this country. 


Holganza and Cuenco were 
of the opinion that this coun 
trv can not have peace if true 
reforms aire? by the opposi- 
tion will revain unheeded. 


The two Visavas political 
leaders pointed to the church, 
the students and tne masses 
of the people as already in- 
fected by radicalized thoughts 
and inclination due to the suf 
focating moves perpetrate 
lv the regime of President 
Marcos. 


Cuenco and Molganza point- 
ed to the radical priests who 
have taken up arms already — 
and many of the vonths who 
wave gonc to the hills and 
fight the regime, 

“This is our prediction” 
they said, “if the situation 
will continue.” 


“The masses can not be op- 
pressed forever, [ut let us 
not wait for this tragedy to 
happen.” the two oppositicn 
leaders concluded. 
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FUNDS PLEDGED FOR HOUSING 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 30 Nov 82 p 24 


[Text] 


cso: 


A total of P5.06 bil- 
lion has been commit- 
ted to the govern- 
ment's massive hous- 
ing program by 21 
financing institutions 
provided they are ex- 
tended guarantees by 
the Home Financing 
Corporation (HFC). 

The impact of the 
guarantee lincs is un- 
doubtedly far- 
reaching. Home de- 
velopers can now ex- 
pect a more rapid re- 
sponse to their financ- 
ing needs for interim 
or developmental! 
lnans. 

The guarantee lines 
call for the accredita- 
tion by HFC of banks 
and other financial in- 
stitutions to evaluate 
development projects 
for housing in accord- 
ance with evaluation 
policies and procedures 
already approved by 
HFC. 

Once the banks have 
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done this and have 
accordingly issued the 
required warrantics, 
the guarantee of HFC 
hecomes automatic. 

Already a unibank, 
the United Coconut 
Planters Bank has 
heen accredited to pro- 
cess guarantecs 
amounting to P300 
million. 

The following banks 
have likewise applied 
and given approval by 
HFC: Banco Filipino, 
P500 million; Rizal 
Commercial Banking 
Corporation, 600 mil- 
lion; FNCB Finance, 
P500 million; Bank of 
the Philippine Islands, 
P45U million; Family 
Bank and Trust Com- 
pany, F300 million; 
Security Bank, P300 
million; Metropolitan 
Bank and Trust Com- 
pany, P250 million; 
Union Bank, ? 250 mil- 
lion; Monte de Pieda- 
da, P150 million; Phi- 
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lippine Savings Bank, 
P150 million; Ayala 
Investment and De- 
velopment Corpora- 
tion, P100 million; 
Urban Development 
Rank, P50 million: 
Asian Savings Bank, 
P40 million; and 
Maunlad Savings and 
Loan Association, P20 
million. 

The following have 

applied and are lined 
up for approval: Citi- 
bank, ?300 million; 
Equitable Bank, P200 
million; Insular Bank 
of Asia and America, 
P200 million; Traders 
Royal Bank, ?200 mil- 
lion; Philippine Amer- 
ican Life Insurance. 
P1150 million; and 
Urban Development 
Bank, P50 million. 
' Developers can 
choose from any of the 
accredited banks and 
fo to the bank that is 
more conveniently lo- 
cated. . 
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SUGAR PLANTATION UNREST DISCUSSED 
HKO90151 Manila BUSINESS DAY in English 6 Dec 82 p 2 


[Text] The Philippine sugar industry is in a dilemma that if improperly handled 
could Lead to massive social unrest in the Visayas. 


After having been sheltered for decades by U.S. preferential quotas in 1974, 
the industry now faces a bleak world market with one of the lowest productivity 
levels, second only to that of the Dominican Republic. To survive, it has to 
swiftly lower its production costs, possible only through extensive mechaniza- 
tion that would displace thousands of sugar workers. 


While claiming that mechanization will create a demand for new types of skills, 
Labor Minister Blas F. Ople told a National Manpower and Youth Council (NMYC) 
meeting in October: "While mechanization may cause labor displacement ... (it) 
is inevitable if our sugar must remain competitive in the world market.” 


A Ministry of Labor and Employment (MOLE) official told BUSINESS DAY the problem 
of workers’ displacement in the sugar industry has recently become a major role 
concern since with little prospect of workers being absorbed by other industries 
social problems could worsen due to underemployment and unemployment. A 
January 1982 MOLE internal memorandum, for instance, noted: "One alternative 
that planters consider to achieve this is mechanization and this is where some 
social imbalances shall emerge. From the general view of the sugar industry 

the imbalances would mean labor dislocations, more underemployment and 
unemployment." 


In a research paper to be published in a forthcoming book by the University of 
the Philippines third world studies center, Dr. Alfred W. McCoy, a noted 
sociologist specializing in the sugar industry, even traced several recent 
incidents of violence in sugar haciendas to the effects of mechanization. 


"It is difficult to imagine the social impact of massive labor displacement upon 
such a dependent plantation labor force," McCoy wrote. "As cvidenced by the MOLE's 
\97/ report, most sugar workers have no private housing, no savings, few nonfarm 
skills and minimal education. The reaction of such workers to the loss of 
plantation paternalism is difficult to predict," he commented. 
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In his paper, McCoy explained that mechanization in sugar districts will continue 
to spread mainly because of recent breakthroughs in plantation technology made by 
Australian farm equipment manufacturer named Mick Hodge. 


The so-called Hodge method involves passing a set of 17 matched implements over 

a standard wide-furrow to complete every single aspect of sugar cane cultivation-- 
plowing, harrowing, planting, fertilizing, weeding and cultivation. "This 
*no-touch' method," McCoy claimed, “allows each operation to be done with such 
precision that it achieves a two-fold cost advantage under Philippine conditions-~— 
a reduction of labor input by 50 percent, and a substantial increase in sugar 
production per hectare." 


McCoy pointed out statistics that would indicate that this Hodge system apparently 
is gradually spreading throughout the Negros Plantation. "After several years 
of slack sales, heavy tractors, required to pull the implements, were again in 
demand in the sugar districts, particularly those in Negros and Panay," he wrote. 


"During the first two months of 1981, 98 out of 232 tractors sold in the 
Philippines, 42.2 percent of the total, were sold in those islands. By mid-1981 
there were some 15-20 machine shops in Bacolod and the major provincial towns 
fabricating imitation Hodge sets for about 30-40 percent of the cost of the 
imported originals. 


McCoy narrated the effect of mechanization in two plantations in the La Carlota 
district in Negros Occidental. At the Hacienda Esperanza Najalin owned by 
Elizalde & Co., the Hodge method reduced labor input in the first year of use 
by 48.9 percent. 


"While management claimed correctly there had been no dismissals of permanent 
workers,” McCoy wrote, “the laborers themselves reported that there had 
already been a marked drop in demand for casual labor from male temporary 
casuals, women and children. Of the 858 Hacienda residents and several hundred 
off-farm casual workers, only 78 were actually permanent workers," 


"While there would be nec displacement of the small percentage of permanent 
workers," McCoy continuci, "the long-term prospects for the legion of casual 
workers was not good. One field supervisor stated frankly, "Once the Hacienda 
is fully mechanized, the workers in this area will have only two choices--steal 
or starve. So thev will steal. There is going to be trouble." 


McCoy also claimed that other plantation managers were predicting a 40-60 percent 
labor displacement in Negros Occidental within three to four years. He pointed 
out that applied to HDA. Esperanza-Najalin, the work force could be reduced 
from 322 to 10, and the Hacienda population from 858 to 50. Ile quoted one 
administrator of a fully mechanized farm in the La Carlota District as saying 
that the Hodge method has the capacity to displace about 90 percent of all 

labor on the major Hacienda and that most planters will not hesitate to dismiss 
all redundant workers. 
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fhe researcher pointed out that some Haciendas turning to mechanization have 
recognized the impact of labor displacement and are trying to cope with it to 
avoid social problems that may disrupt Hacienda operations. 


For example, according to McCoy, Hacienda Carmenchica, owned by Philippine 
Sugar Commission Chairman Roberto S. Benedicto, in 1977 shifted to 100 percent 
mechanization. Although this could have displaced 80-90 percent of the farm's 
work force, 5O of the Hacienda's 420 hectares were shifted to rice cultivation 
to absorb the redundant workers. In explaining this decision, McCoy quoted 
Macienda administrator Florencio Alonso as saying: "We feel we have to solve 
this problem of labor displacement since it produces social unrest. Mechaniza- 
tion requires close supervision, and if there is social unrest then supervisors 
cannot stay on the farn.... Of course, labor will eventually be displaced. 

But we have to do it gradually over the space of 10 years. During that period 
we will educate the children and get them off the farm so we are left with only 
the old people." 


An opposite strategy of dealing with displaced workers, according to McCoy 
occurred in another Hacienda near the La Carlota District. When workers’ 
benefits were reduced as the Hacienda was starting to mechanize and union efforts 
to get back the benefits failed, fires in the Haciendas’ sugar cane district 
occurred. The plantation manager, McCoy noted, was later on murdered by a young 
sugar worker who could not be accommodated by the Hacienda as a driver for a 
Hodge-method tractor. 
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MINISTER ON OIL PRICES INCREASE 
HKO81341 Manila TIMES JOURNAL in English 8 Dec 82 p 1 
[Article by Geronimo Velasco, minister of energy] 


[Text] Unknown to many of our people the import cost of crude oil, from which 
are derived gasoline, diesel and other petroleum products, has increased effec- 
tively by about 10 percent, primarily because of the erosion of the value of the 
peso and other currencies in relation to the dollar. Yet, notwithstanding this 
development, which started as early as March of last year, the domestic prices 
of gasoline, diesel and other petroleum products have not correspondingly 
increased. 


The reason for this is that we in government, if we can help it, would like to 
Stop--or at least delay for as long as possible--any upward movement of prime 
commodity prices. This is also true of petroleum products. 


Keeping prices low is always the more politically popular option, as common 
sense dictates. Unfortunately, taking the easy path is not always the best 
way to go. Government must be able to take decisions that may be unpopular in 
the short term but beneficial in the long run. Mustering the political will 
for hard decisions has never been easy. The complexities of our times make 

it even more difficult today. 


Classic concepts and theories, for example, are no longer able to account for 
certain things taking place in the world economic system. Experts are unable 
to explain double-digit inflation occurring at a time of deep recession. Nor 
can they explain with full satisfaction why strong economies such as Japan 

and West Germany for instance, should be facing currency fluctuations that were 
more commonly associated as the Brazilian cruzeiro or the Argentine peso. 


Thus we fully appreciate the concern of Filipino consumers over reports that 
diesel fuel prices are going to be raised when all along, newspapers are report- 
ing an oil glut, and "spot" market prices are falling. 


In the same view, people ask: Why is the so-called consumer price equalization 
fund supposedly being depleted, when OPEC (the Organization of Oil Exporting 
Countries) has not increased prices for over a year? On the contrary, are not 
some OPEC countries supposed to be undercutting each other and announciag lower 
official prices? 
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Undoubtedly, we need to explain a number of issues to the people--as well as 
umber of operating conditions basic to petroleum industry and the financial 
sector but not to most of us. 


Let's start with the oil glut and how it has affected prices. Basic economics 

tells us that when there is a glut or a surplus of any commodity--including oil-- 

prices should go down. This is dictated by the classic law of supply and demand. 

However, since the 1973 oil crisis, OPEC has been able largely to control its 
production in order to maintain what its members regard as a just return 

for a swindling natural resource. 


On the other hand, the world-wide recession of the past two years has slowed 
down the prowth of and, in some instances, actually lessened overall demand for 
petroleum, thus weakening international oil prices. Thus, the price of crude 
imported into the Philippines has gone down by $1.80 for every barre! from the 
level in March, 1981, when domestic prices were last set. The price of our 
eride imports today is $32.74 per barrel compared to $34.54 per barrel in 

March 1981. Unfortunately, this decrease in the dollar cost of our crude 
imports has been more than wiped out by the decrease in the purchasing value 

of the peso in relation to the dollar. 


fhe reason is that our oil imports are denominated in U.S. dollars. Every time 


the exchange rate tilts in favor of the dollar, oil companies need more pesos 
to buy the same amount of oil at the same prices. 


CSO: 4200/202 
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PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


REBEL PRIEST--—Rebel priest Conrado Balweg is now top communist party leader 

in northern Luzon. At the same time, the Communist Party and the New People's 
Army [NPA] have launched intensified efforts to reinvigorate the dissident 

force in the north. These were disclosed by armed forces chief of staff 

General Fabian Ver in a press conference yesterday in Echague, Isabela, after a 
briefing by northern command chief Brig. Gen (Romeo Gatan). General Ver flew 

to Echague to accept the surrender of some 350 NPA rebels and their sympathizers. 
The occasion was also the first anniversary of the northern command. [Text] 
[HKO20055 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2330 GMT 1 Dec 82] 


FREE ENTERPRISE POLICY--In a meeting with businessmen yesterday, the president 
assured that there will be no changes in the free enterprise policy. He made 
the same assurance in a meeting with American businessmen during his state visit 
to the United States recently. According to the president, even succeeding 
administrations will not deviate from the policy of free enterprise because it 

is deeply rooted in the culture of the Filipino people. In his meeting with 
businessmen, the president called on business leaders to help the government 
prevent the effects of worldwide recession. The president, who spoke at a dinner 
in Puerta Azul Country Club in Ternace, Cavite, told the business leaders they 
could help the government more if they would reduce their importation of luxury 
items. At the same time, the president assured private business that the austerity 
measures adopted by the government will not hinder their operations. The presi- 
dent stressed that the budget of the KKK [Kilusang Kabuhayan at Kaunlaran-- 
National Livelihood Program] and the other major industrial projects will remain. 
[Text] [HKO40036 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2330 GMT 

3 Dec 82) 


FOREIGN-ASSISTED PROJECT--President Marcos yesterday instituted another belt- 
tightening measure when he ordered the suspension of all negotiations for 
foreign-assisted projects to reduce the worsening government deficit. The 
president issued a directive to Public Works and Highways Minister Jesus Hipolito 
to “freeze negotiations” on all foreign-assisted projects “except those which 
have been in progress for at least six months to one year." The president also 
ordered Hipolito to make use of the foreign exchange portions of the unnegotiated 
projects and save the local counterparts. Under normal arrangements, in all 
foreign-assisted projects, the Philippine Government usually puts up a local 
counterpart fund. According to Hipolito, 54 percent of the government's [word 
indistinct] program is foreign-assisted and some have been [word indistinct] 

to be completed by the end of the year. [Text] [HKO040210 Manila BUSINESS DAY 

in English 3 Dec 82 p 3] 
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COUNTERING SUBVERSION--Philippine Army Chief Maj. Gen. Josephus Ramas has called 
upon the military to promote good relationships with civilians in order to 
counter the threat of subversive elements. Ramas made the call during [words 
indistinct] military operations seminar workshop in Zamboanga City. He named 
tive subversive groups which are plotting to overthrow the government. He said 
these radical groups include the traditional communists, the secessionists, the 
disgruntled group composed of politicians and writers like Manglapus and Aquino, 
religious radicals, and the organized matia-like syndicates. Ramas said there is 
evidence these groups have joined forces to fight as a united front to topple 
the government by means of intrigues and plotting. He urged the officers and 
men of the armed forces of the Philippines who are engaged in civil-military 
operations to come up with programs to win the minds and hearts of the people 
and bring the government to them. [Text] [HK040428 Manila Domestic Service 

in English 0400 CMT 4 Dec 82] 


POLICE PROBLEMS--The alleged issuance of high-powered firarms to some local 
officials in well-to-do families by the PC [Philippine Constabulary] command 

in certain provinces may adversely affect the militarv-civilian relations program 
»f the armed forces of the Philippines. This assessment was revealed yesterday 
hy a foreign military expert who had just concluded his survey of the peace 

and order situation in the country. He also said that some PC soldiers in 
oriental Mindoro, Masbate, Panay Region, Palawan, Northern Luzon areas, 

eastern Visayas and Mindanao areas were fond of drinking liquor in restaurants 
and disco houses. In response to these developments, the armed forces 
provest-marshal and the military police brigade under Col (Peter Balbalero) 

have deployed some of their men in said areas to avoid military and police abuses. 
[Text] | HKOSO057 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2330 GMT 


4 Dec 82 ] 


LOG SMUGGLERS--At the PC-INP |Philippine Constabulary-Integrated National Policy] 
conference in Davao City, PC Chief Lt. Gen. Fidel Ramos said Philippine Air Force 
planes will be used against ships smuggling logs out of the country. He said 

the air force planes have orders not to hesitate to fire on such vessels. The 
yeneral said the drastic action has to be restored because log smuggling and 

other economic crimes are more pernicious and destructive to the country than 
words indistinct] violations of the law. In another move, the PC chief ordered 

PC regional commanders to authorize PC chaplains in countering the activities 

of radical and rebel priests. We directed the regional commands to consult with 
the chiet of chaplains on the matter. In issuing the order, General Ramos said 

the chaplains should not only attend to the spiritual needs of militarymen and 
their families in the camps, but should also have a dialogue with people outside 
military camps and fellow priests, to promote mutual understanding and cooperation. 
‘Text] [HKO60029 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 2330 GMT 5 Dec 82) 


lOINT RURAL DEVELOPMENT--President Marcos issued executive order No 852 yesterday 
rderine civilian agencies to coordinate development efforts in rural areas with 
the military to achieve the best effect. He stressed the need for peace and 

rder which is essential for effective execution of development programs in the 


countryside. At the same time, he said, effective delivery of services, 
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administration of justice and availability of jobs would bring about more stable 
conditions. Calling for coordination on the national and regional levels, he said 
that security is not the exclusive concern of civilian agencies. The National 
Security Council headed by the president with Prime Minister Cesar Virata as vice 
chairman, would do the coordination on the national level. Under this council 
are the regional development councils with the regional commander of the 
Philippine constabulary and the regional director of the Human Settlements Ministry 
among the members. The president said the council will monitor development 
programs in as specific area with respect to their security implications. it 
will also identify the appropriate agencies, types of programs and projects 

and the areas where these are needed most for consideration in the planning and 
implementation process. It will provide guidelines to the regional development 
council on security implications of such projects and programs. [Text] 

[HKO060300 Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 5 Dec 82 p 12) 


FOREIGN INVESTORS--President Ferdinand Marcos said the Philippines is stepping 
up efforts to attract foreign investors. He told newsmen yesterday that the 
government will consider granting permanent resident status and even citizenship 
to such investors. The president said alien investors in the country may even 
be allowed to buy shares in real estate companies. Earlier the president issued 
presidential decree No 1351, which provides for resident visas for aliens investing 
at least $200,000 in the country. The visas are in force as long as the foreign 
investors keep their investments in the Philippines. The targets of the 
liberalized investment policy are mainly businessmen in Hong Kong who were 
reported poised to withdraw from the colony in anticipation of the Chinese 
take-over from Britian in 1997. [Text] [HKO70041 Manila Far East Broadcasting 
Company in English 2330 GMT 6 Dec 82] 


WESTERN MINDANAO MEMBERSHIP--Zamboanga City, 5 Dec--The United Nationalist 
Democratic Organization [UNIDO] reported yesterday around 90,000 people in 
Western Mindanao signified their intention to join UNIDO. A UNIDO statement 
said thousands of people from Sulu, Basilan, Zamboanga del Sur, and 

Zamboanga del Norte converged here and sought audience with former senator 
Salvador H. Laurel, UNIDO president, to ask for identification cards [ID's! 
signifying their membership with the opposition group. Laurel told them their 
ID’s would be given in due time through UNIDO provincial, city and municipal 
chairmen all over the country. Opposition leaders led by Laurel and city 
mayor Cesar C. Climaco, president of the UNIDO-affiliated concerned citizens 
agerupation, as well as representatives of theyouth, labor, women, farmers and 
religious sectors urged the people to repudiate the incumbent administration 
for allegedly betraving their confidence. Laurel said that if President Marcos 
denies UNIDO's demand for clean election, the opposition will “have no choice 
but to boycott again, or participate but be prepared to protect the sanctity 
of the ballot with their lives.” [Text] [HKO70128 Manila BULLETIN TODAY 

in English 6 Dec 82 p 40} 


RETIRABLE GENERALS ~-There will be no extension of the services of retirable 
generals. President Marcos sa‘d that only those whose services are vital and 
who cannot be immediately replaced will be retained. The president said that 
there is not much leeway anymore for extending the services of retirable 
generals. The government is going to be strict about the principle that only 
those whose services cannot immediately be replaced will be retained. At the 
same time, the president announced that he has ordered a recall of military 
officers who are actively occupying civilian posts. However, the president said, 
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this does not necessarily mean that officers in active military service mav no 
longer pertorm certain civilian functions. In an interview, the President also 
said it has been his policy to encourage officers who have been retired to 
acquire talent and expertise in other professions. Five generals in the armed 
forces are scheduled to be retired this month after their extended tour of 
cuties expires. They are Brig. Gen. Romeo Gatan, northern command chief; 

Brig. Cen, (Ramon Cruz) [words indistinct]; Brig. Gen. (Sesto Bueno), Philippine 
Army; Commodore (Gil Fernandez), Western Command, and Commodore (Gonzagas) of 
the Navy. Among the generals holding civilian positions are 5rig. Gen. Ramon 
Farolan of the Philippine Air Force, who is security customs commissioner; 
Brig. Gen. (Cesar Kelpon), president and general manager of [words indistinct] 
Gold Mining Company, and the chief of the National Development Company. There 
are 64 generals in the armed forces, including the commanding generals of the 

4 major services. Of the retirables, only General Fabian Ver, armed forces 
chiet of staff, and Lt. Gen. Fidel Ramos, vice chief of staff, were given an 
indefinite extention of their tour of duty. [Text] [HK100438 Baguio Mountain 
Province Broadcasting Corporation in English 0400 GMT 10 Dec 82) 


LAW OF SEA VICTORY--The Philippines scored a victory of sorts in the newly- 
approved internationa! Law of the Sea Treaty, which incorporated the 

archipelago doctrine providing for the jurisdiction of island nations over 

their sealanes and seabed resources. Under the treaty, the Philippines and other 
small island nations can refuse passage to foreign warships on their sealanes 
when they believe these vessels threaten their sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and political freedom. Island nations are also given exclusive jurisdiction over 
an extensive economic zone in the adjacent seas and of rich marine and mineral 
resources under the seabed. The Philippines had strongly advocated for the 
irchipelagic doctrine since the negotiations for the Law of the Sea Convention 
started several vears ago. Under the aegis of the United Nations, the treaty 
will be officially signed by 130 nations in Jamaica tomorrow. Assemblyman 
Arturo Tolentino, member of the philippine delegation to the UN General Assembly, 
will sign the agreement for the Philippines. [Text] [HK090418 Manila Domestic 
Service in English 0400 GMT 9 Dec 82] 


FIREARMS ISSUANCE ORDER--Another warning against indiscriminate issuance of 

euns. This is from Army Chief Maj Gen Josephus Ramas. In a strongly worded order, 
General Ramas said commanders issuing firearms will be held responsible for the 
acts committed by the men to whom the guns were given. The army chief stressed 
that guns should be issued only in connection with national security interests. 
fariler, there were reports on alleged laxity on the part of some army commanders 
in issuing weapons. These reports were aggravated by increasing incidents of 
soldiers getting into problems and using their guns. [Text] [0W072255 Quezon City 
RPN Television Network in English 1100 GMT 7 Dec 82) 


cso: 6200/202 
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SINGAPORE 


GOVERNMENT ATTITUDE TOWARD PRESS VIEWED 
BK241603 Singapore STRAITS TIMES in English 23 Nov 82 p 16 
l‘Edito ial: “Let the Debate Begin”) 


[Text) in a speech last Friday, the minister of state (culture), Major Fong 

Sip Ghee, raised a number of interesting questions about the role of the press 

in Singapore and called for a public debate on the issue. As Singapore’s leading 
newspaper, we welcome his call. We believe we can best respond by restating 

trom the outset how we see our role. We do not, as he suggested, claim to 
represent the public. No newspaper in the world, whatever its pretensions, would 
seriously dare arrogate to itself this mandate which only an elected government 
can clain. 


We are, among other things, a channel of communication between the government 

and the public. The government uses us as a medium for conveving information 

to the public, while the public (or at least some of them) use us to convey 

their views to the government. We have no way of knowing if the views expressed 
»y individuals to our reporters or in letters to our forum page are, as Major Fong 
put it, “truly representative,” probably not, since it is usually only people 

who feel strongly about a matter and are fairly articulate who would speak up 

or write. 


Nonetheless, we feel (and our view is shared by the minister for culture and 
foreign affairs, Mr S. Dhanabalan) that such feedback is important. It allows 
individuals the opportunity to get things off their chest and enables the 
government to know how some members of the public feel about various matters. 
And this is why we allow forum writers to use pseudonyms. We agree with 

Major Fong that our readers ought to have the courage to write under their own 
names. At the same time, we also recognise that many people, for various 


reasom, think it more prudent not to do so. The question, to our mind, is 
what is more important--the content of the letter or the name the writer chooses 
to wee’ We believe it is the former. 


electing letters for publication, as with stories, the questions we ask are: 
ire they in the public interest and will they add to the public good? Do they 
irther our objective of informing, educating (and to some degree, entertaining) 
ir readers’? For like government officials and ministers (and many other 
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Singaporeans) we in tr ress too are vorking for the national interest. “e 


make mistakes sometimes. ;ccasionally, we also disagree with government on 
various matters. Sut this is inevitable unless the press becomes another 


agency of government. 
We do not beliewe that Major fon 


g or anyone else in government wants 4 servile 
he eovernment wants lively newspapers which refiect, nc 


press. we believe the governs 

matter how imperfectiy, the thinking o- Singaporeans and play their proper 
role in national affairs. To achieve this, ministers and officials must hav. 
sufficient trust in the loyalty and good judgment of the people who run the 


papers. 








OPPOSITION REACTION BEGINS 


Colombo THE ISLAND in English 28 Nov 82 p 6 


(Island Politics column by Arjuna] 


[Text] 


The Opposition fired its first 
shots agaist the extension of the 
life of Parlament and the irony of 
as campaign was all im the 
pectures which “The Island” 
carried. The whok mood of the 
Opposition was captured in the 
photograph which showed the 
two Presidential candidates 
Messrs. Hector Kobbekaduwa 
and Dr. Colvin R. de Silva in 
earnest conversation while a 
wholly detached Mr. Pieter 
Keuneman (armed with an 
umbrella. no doubt in view of the 
coming political rough weather) 
was keeping off Mr. Anil 
Moonesinghe from the LSSP 
leader 

The differences within the 
opposition sharply erupted when 
a section of the crowd began 
heckhng the LSSP leader who had 
been the chief target of the SLFP 
and the CP duringthe Presidential 
campaign on account of his 
celebrated ‘law pomt’. It was 
Colvin's turn to be heckled taking 
the minds of polhtical observers 
back to May | thes vear when Ani! 
Mocnesinghe, having captured 
the LSSP in hes own grandloquent 
words, was at the recerving end of 
hoomng when he began speaking 
trom the same platform as Mrs 
Siruma =Bandaranaike and Dr 
Colvin R. de Silva at the jomnt 
opposition May day meeting 

The UNP meanwhile went 
ahead with as campaign with 
meetings im Kandy. Hatton and 
Jatina The Presiden went to 
Jatina again. thes tume quite early 
in the campaign. m spite of the 
feelings that has been generaied 
following the detention of several 
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Roman Catholic priests on 
suspicion of complicity m the 
terrorist movement. 


Naxalites 

But the campaign on eaher side 
has still to really take off the 
ground. It appears as if the 
people. who had already been at 
the recerving end of a propaganda 
assauk only a month ago, have 
still to attune themselves to this 
new campaign 

The Government meanwhile 
continued to plug the Naxaluc 
theme with relish last week In two 
detailed staiernents the Prime 
Minister concentrated on what 
had alleged!, been planned during 
two Octobers — 1980 and 1982 by 
a section of the SLFP to protest 
against Mrs. Bandazanaike's 
deprivanon of cove mghts and to 
celebrate Mr Hector Kobbeka- 
duwa’s victory respectively. It was 
obviously another prong im the 
UNP’s attempt to establish that 
the SLFP had been captured by a 
section which has been variously 
called “Naxalites™ and “political 
hooligans” Kalawana MP Sarath 
Muttettuwegama. who was 
rermmnded of Franz Kafka by the 
Prime Mineter’s recital of the 
violence which had allegedly been 
planned, described it as “a fantasy 
arranged for the Referendum ~ 


Division 
The Opposition « quite aware 
of the odds that they will have to 
comend with at the cormung 
campaign. Not least of the 
problems ss the internal divisions 


with which the Opposition partes 
are afficted The s compounded 
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by the afficulnes produced by the 
circumstances in which the 
presemt campaign has to be 
fought. Several kev Opposition 
figures are in custody while the 
sealing of the “Aththa™, which 
bore the brunt of the SLFP 
Presidential campaign propa- 
ganda, has been a mortal blow to 
the Opposa wn. There ss 4 move to 
bring out the CP's official party 
journal “Mawbima™ out 4s a daily 
to fill the void while already a 
weekly tticd “Vama™ s being 
published 

An interesting lowtaote is that 
the “Vama™ was brought out first 
by oarty radicals when the CP 
spit im 1972 over the Criminal 
Jusuce Commission Bill 


It was also ieft to the CP trade 
umon stalwart L.W. Panditha to 
meet Elections Commissioner 
Chandrananda de Silva and 
protest agaist the display of 
posters and the “lamp” symbol in 
public places in contravention of 
Election laws 


Mr Muttettuwegama told 
Parliament on Firday that the 
Commissioner had reportedly not 
made any comiment on these 
statements but the same day the 
IGP had drawn the attention of 
local government authorities and 
leaders pol ueal parties to the 
Election Law 


But even worse for the 
opposiion than the circumstan- 
ces of the contest are as internal 
divisions 


Confromed by their 
own problems the SLFP radicals 
seem to be temporarily silent 
leaving the control of the party im 
Mrs. Bandaranaske’s hands. Mr 
Anura Bandaranaike. who has 
returned from Spain. meanwhile 
continues to be sent. He did not 
attend Parliament on Friday 
when the crtension of the 
emergency was debated but has 
wssued 4 statement that some 
promment supporters of hus had 
crossed over to the UNP in his 
absence. Among them are Basil 
Rajapakse a protege of Anura. 
who got the prestigious post of 
Secretary when the Marthri- 
Anuta group broke away trom the 
SLEP. former Fisheries 
Corporavon Chairman Dison 
Silva. another close Anura 
associate and trade unonrnt Lal 
Perera it wa well known fact that 
Anura has been openiy critical of 
the radical wing of the SLFP but 
is left to be seen whether he will 
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actively campaign at the 
Referendum now that hrs mother 
will be leading the camapaign 


Anura’s name had been 
mentioned sometime agc in 
polmical circles in the context of a 
National Government and the 
young Bandaranaike himself had 
left the question open-ended by 
Saying that he would consider the 
question only if such an offer is 
made. But there appears to be a 
school of thought within the UNP 
which feels that Anura would 
perform a more useful function by 
remaining in the SLFP to give the 
SLFP moderates leadership. This 
has to be taken in conjunction 
with Mrs. Bandaranaike’s 
Statement rejecting a National 
Government. 

Mrs. Bandaranaike like 
President Jayewardene will 
campaign at the Referendum on a 
district level but she will address 
special meetings im the areas of 
key SLFP figures who have joined 
the UNP. The other parties which 
will appear on the platform with 
the SLFP are the Sri Lanka LSSP. 
the MEP and the CP 


The LSSP has taken up the 
position that it will campaign 
separately but will appear on a 
common platform on imviation 
as u« did Hyde Park on Tuesday. 
Thess ambiguous position of the 
LSSP appears to show that it is 
still not certanm of what its 
relat‘onsmip with the SLFP 
should be in the aftermath of the 
Presidential Electino. 


Silence 


The JVP meanwhile continues 
its stoic silence. Its only 
contnbution to recent political 
analysis ts a refinement of the 
Naxalite theory. The JVP’s 
official organ “Niyamuwa™ said 
recently that the “Naxalite™ 
group within the SLFP had 
amassed weapons to destroy the 
JVP im the event of Mr 
Kobbekaduwa coming into power 
on October 2! 


So the political scene continues 
to be contused. Hamstrung by 
practical difficulties and 
confronted by a hostile set of 
circumstances the opposition will 
have to dramatise its campaign 
and capture the people's 
imagination if they are to make 
any kind of impact at the 
Referendum. 

















The leader of the opposition 
Mr. A. Amirthalingam, speaking 
mm the debate on the resolution 
umder the public security act. 
moved in parliament vesterday . to 
extend the emergency sani that 
where the Emergency “as 
orginally declared last month all 


parties had ratified t im 
Parhament 
But the TULF was now 
opposing the extension of the 
emereency 
In the conte of the 


Reterendum no free expression of 
opimon could take place under 


conditions of emergency The 
emergency should be removed 
before the Referendum The 
C,overnment had wd the 


OPPos ihion hand and toot, and 


was mvirne it to fight. The 
clection laws were being [reely 
violated by the Government. The 


law was turnine a Dlind eve to all 
his but of the opposition dared to 
even put up a poster they were 
sapped wh wil The TULF was 
veherentiy opposed to this gross 
hscnmimalhon 

The TULF was opposed to the 
acts of wolence which had taken 
siace m the north But an 
emeteencs was not necessary to 
curtad them. The dracomaon 
anti-terrorist law was enough tor 
thes. To areue that an emergency 


was necessary hoe thas wus 
. 
spurious 
The treatorrst created out to the 


Roman Catholn priests had hurt 
the 'eelines oF all C atholnus 


Anybody who violated the law 
should be punished. The Bishop 
of Jaffna had told the military 
that if any priests were to be 
guestioned he would produce 
them. But the military had instcad 
raided the Preachers’ House. The 
Catholics of the area were ternbly 
hurt by this action of the armed 
forces, he sand 


Anyone who was charged with 
a crime should be produced im 
court and also given chance to 
detend himsell 

The press publuity given to 
these arrests Dy the armed torces 
was untair, Mr. Amuerthalingam 
said 

Even the Archbishop the Rt 
Rev Marcus Fernando. in his 
Matement issued on behalf of the 
church. had renterated that the 
accused should be presumed 
inmocemt unless proved guilty m 
(Court 

Mr Amirthalingam 


also 
condemned the scaling of news 
papers. He said that no paper 


should be closed down whether a 
attacked the government or the 
‘pPPusition 

lf any newspaper violated the 
law the publishers should be tuken 


to courts. But wt would be 
undemoaxcrat. to dose down 
newspaper 

The mghts of the people were 
being = trampicd under = tthe 


emerecencs and theretore his purty 
with wormdcmn 
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RT. TO FORM TWO NEW SPECIAL WARFARE 


Banzkok THE NATION REVIEW 


[Text | 


THE Anny Direc. 


torate of Operations 
has been instructea to 


tion of a war- 
fare post 
and a new war- 

division which 


reserve forces to 
ensure that they could 
react against a posi- 
bie aggresmon with» 
72 hours of emei- 
— he said. 

e third phase of 


reinforcement of the 
army forces nation- 
wide which have not 
been fully staffed ac- 
cording to the source. 
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‘The major plan for 


the 1983 fiscal year 
towards 


was geared 
3. of — 


es“ pning 
orces 
Thai-Kam - KW 


The issue has received 


of the enemies to 
ensure that the army 
could be alerted in 
tyme. 


Region would pay 
— attention to 

secunty in Karb- 
chem Strict of 


Surin Province follow. 
ing indications that 


in English 


UNITS 


Nov 82 p 6 


the Vietnamese-back- 
ed Heng Samain forces 
were making prepara- 
— to . a 
m attack against 
the er resistance 


The source also 
quoted Army Com- 
mander-in-C Gen 


of the defence forces 

hy A 
e on from 

outside. : 
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MOST BANGKOK WORKERS GET LESS THAN MINIMUM WAGE 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 1 Nov 82 p 6 


[Text] 





THAILAND 


THE majority of the unskilled and semi-skilled workers in Bangkok are still being 
e a month after it was implemented, according to a survey 


denied the mininum w 
conducted recently by 


~~ The asic wage for 

— workers in 

ok is 64 Baht a 
day but most of the 
workers interviewed 
receive only between 
50-60 baht. Female 
A pg yy He 

even t 
daily wage of only 30- 
50 baht. 

Most of these 
workers were found at 
construction sites and 
they told The Nation 
that they had made 
no attempts to bar- 
gam with their em- 
ployers for the basic 


— 
what we are off 
because we have no 


other choice,” said a 
woman worker work- 


site on uri 
Road. 

She said the nor 
mal daily she 
and her 


receive wa $3 baht. 

Workers in several 
textile factories in 
suburban Bangkok are 
also getting below the 
basic wage. 


280: 


4200/170 


pendent 


e have to accept 
ered 


"The Nation. 


Most of the inde- 
unskilled 
workers admitted that 
they knew very little 
of the role of | labour 
leaders who have been 


had lobbied for * 
mum wages on 
behalf. 


Pricha Srimisap 
president of the Steel 
and Metal Labour 
Union, said most of 
the workers normally 
tended to settle for 
whatever rate of wage 
their employers 

to pay. 

“It is S inctee of 
mutual survival,” he 
said. 


Workers =. a wm 
tule ry Ay 
ene said they a... 

+ baht a 
Me lle chew skilled e 

agues get 60 
Another smail * 
ing factory in Soi 
King Petch off Phet- 
chaburi Road was 
found to be paying an 
average of 700 banta 


month to their 
workers who have to 
work fram 8.00 am to 
700 pm with one 
holiday a week. 

The owner “= 
auto spareparts fac- 
tory in Vorachak ad- 
mitted that he had 


ad made an 

ment with his werhees 
for wages commem- 
surate to their work- 


load. 
“We may be paying 
them less than the 


basic wage but we 

offer them free lod 
and other wor 

welfare,” he said. 


President of the 
—* Ly cy Pa 
ongress (TTUC) Pai 
sa] Thaw atchainan 
said the congress will 
urge the government 
to make sure that 


employers Stricuy 
comply with the basic 
wage. 


Basic wage 


baht w those in the 
rest of the country are 61 
and $2 baht. 














OIL, GAS PRODUCTION ANALYZED 


Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 2 Nov 82 p 5 


[Text ] 


THAILAND 


Union Oil Co has just made a new presentation of its proposed solutions 


to correct the Erawan field's shortfall problem to the Thai government as 
Texas Pacific's Chief Executive R. M. Brackbill is due to fly in from Texas 
this week to hold talks with Premier Prem Tinsulanonda and other senior offi- 
cials on the lingering problems over the government's policy of LNG export, 


Here is a comprehensive background to Thailand's natural gas and oil ex- 
ploration activities and their impact on the Thai economy published in the 
latest Monthly Review of the Bangkok Bank. 


THE bicentennial of Thailand's 


capital and its reigning Chakkri dy- 
nasty this year finds this country 
on the —— AY and = 
citing era. stanti so 
natural gas in theGuif of Thailand, 
oul dep: sits in the North and both 
oii and natural gas in the North- 
east, are expected to propel the na- 
tion into a new of fast 
pee. Prine Minister Gen. Prem 

insulanonda has even gone so far 
as to promise the nation that the 
natural gas development project 
would"... give rise to a new era 
of hope and glory.” 

The Prime Minister also reveal- 
ed a plan to lure local and foreign 
investment in mdustrial projects, 
including a natural - processing 
complex, an | ne ctac 
plant, fertilizer and petrochemica 
complexes, a soda ash plant, and 
other vita! projects. Investment in 
these projects in estimated to tatal 
Baht 100 billion. 


NATURAL GAS BONANZA 


THE above-mentioned projects 
are highly ambitious, requiring a 
huge amount of hydrocarbon feed- 
—- well —— and com- 
P inancing. troleum Au- 

of Thailand (PTT) has con- 
fi that the natural gas reserves 
in the Gulf — at the current > 
of exploration — will very likely 
sufficient for various uses planned 
by the authorities for r half 
a century, and the government has 
been seeking funds to finance the 
construction of infrastructure and 
such basic industries as the gas 
separation plant which will lead to 
the development of other gas-based 
industries. It s that thus far 
this particular effort on the part of 
the authorities has been access 
ful. Moreover, it is anticipated that 
the State's revenue in the forn of 
taxes and royalties on sales and pro- 
fits of natural gas and oi] will keep 


175 


On growmg as more of the hydro- 
carbon is extracted and sold. It wil] 
Hy -F, the m 7 Gap to 

a part of this revenue 
3* a number of and down- 
stream projects. Meanwhile, feasibi- 
lity studies have shown that most 
if not y —~— envisioned by the 
natural gas lopment : 
me are capable of paying for them. 
selves and will inconsequence repre- 
sent attractive propositions w 
tabled to funding institutions 
Given the situation as briefly out- 
lined, it is generally felt here that 
investment funds despite thew gar- 
gantuan total — will most probably 
not be beyond the ability of Thai- 
land to mobile. 


THE GULF’S NATURAL 
GAS RESERVES 


THE artment of Mineral Re- 
sources (DMR) reported that as of 
July 1, 1982 a total of 96 wells 











had been drilled in the Gulf of 
[Thailand and natural gas and na- 
ural gas condensate had been dis 
sovered mn $3 of them, crude oil in 
2 and crude oi] and natural gas n 
another 2. 


However, the crude oil deposits 
are not commercally exploitable. 
while the amount of naturai 2as in 
plots contracted to two concessw- 
naires, Union Oil and Texas Pacific, 
has been found to be wbstantial. 
Proven and probable reserves of 
patural zs in the Gulf of Thailand 
have been estimated at 16.1 
trillion cubic feet. This figure how- 
ever does not include Union Oil's 
four wells Daeng Nua, Funan, 
Traad and ng) where the ex- 
tent of reserves remains to be 
=. (For more details cf. ta- 
ble 1) 


Due to a production shortfall 
of roughly 50 per cent at its Era- 
wan field's platforms, Union Oi is 
now chiming that the proven re- 
serves in this field amount to only 
0.5 trillion cubic feet, roughly a 
thud of the original estimated 

re of 1.58 t n cubic feet. 

theless, both PTT and the Mi- 
nistry of yo and strongly 
refuting Union Oll's claim, saying 
that Original estimates were 
made by Union Oil itself in . 
ration with DeGolyer and Mac- 
Naughton which is an international- 
ly reputable firm. The general con- 
census among le in the know 
appears to be that the raising of the 
reserves question by Union Oi at 
this particular moment when global 
eo of petroleum products are 
ftting the skids is but a ploy on 
the part of the oil company to de- 
lay its expensive development pro- 
ee and to — a fine for 
ading to supply the contract- 
ed volume of natural gas. F urther- 
more, the gnaller and more scat- 
tered the reserves the more m- 
vesiment will be required on the 
part of the oil company to raise gas 
production to the levels stipulated 
in the contract. At the tune of writ- 
ug the controversy is still raging 
and it will probably be some tune 
before the matter is settled. 


Within the long-term context, 
sources within the country we in 
agreement that the curren’ gas 
shortfall will not affect Jevelop- 
ment plans This is princwady »- 


cause the natural gas in the Erawat 
Structure is but one of the more 
than half a dozen substantiai de- 
posits slready discovered. Speaking 
dunng a discussion session of the 
Eastern Seb oard — held 
in ugust at Pat resort, 
PIT: Depuss Governor Pratin Pa- 
thanaporn stated, “I full) Believe 
that there is enough natural gas in 
Thailand. This shortfall is the re- 
suk of a technical problem which 
will only affect the Eastern Sea- 
board’s short-term plans, leavi 

their long-term —— unat- 
fected.” Agreeing with Mr. Pratin, 
National Economic and Social De- 
velo t Board (NESDB) Secret- 
ary General and the Central Bank's 
former Governor, Dr. Snoh Una- 
kul, said there would only be some 


rescheduling in the plans for heavy 
industrial pone. Wile such - 
jects as the gas separation plant 
will according to Dr Snoh defi- 
nitely be implemented within the 
3 eagle J Plan (1982 — 
0 projects, probably in- 
chiding the fertilizer * 
not be realized before the end of 
1986, the final year of the Plan. 


INLAND EXPLORATION 
ACTIVITIES 


AT present five foreign oil com- 
panies are conducting onshore hy- 
drocarbon explorations, one in 
North and four in the Northeast. 
Two of these, namely Tha: Sheil 

loration and Production Co., 
Lid. and Ess Exploration and Pro- 
duction Korat Inc., have reached 
the drilling stage and both have re- 
ported striking petroleum deposits 
in their first attempts. 

In the case of Thai Shell, which 
holds concessions covering an area 
of 20 square kiometres from 
Sukothai Province to Angthong 
Province, test results obtained ear- 
lier this year indicated that the 
crude from as Larn Krabue-1 well 
in Kamphaengphet would flow at an 
initial rate of 5,000 barrels per day 
(bpd) and natural gas at a rate of 
between 6 and 7 million cubic feet 
= day (MMscfd) beginning on 
anuaryv |, 1983. Production w ould 

radually be inc:.ased to 20,000 
pd of crude and 30 MMscfd of na- 
tural gas by the end of 1954. How- 
ever, Thai “ell recently clasned 
that data obtained later showed 
that the Larn Krabue sructure 
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comprises many taults. posing con- 
siderable difficulty im the extrac- 
tion stage. In consequence, the es 
tumates on crude output made 
avadabie earler may have to be 
sailed down somewhat 

Meanwhile, Ess Exploration 
and Production Korat Inc. has a 
concession to explore for od and 
@s covering an area of 50,000 
square k Jometres in eght provinces 
in the Northeast. The Company's 
exploratory drillings carried out in 


the Navn Phong area in Khonkaen 
Province late st vear and early 
thes year showed natural gas flow- 


and 2°57 MMescfd at 
hs of 9,594 10.253 teet, 
10.775 10,800 teer and 10,220 

10.254 feet re@ectwely. These 


it, it a rate of 16.8 MMescfd. 9.7 
VMMetd 
‘ th 


statistics indicate a high probability 
of commercially feasible deposits of 


natural gas at Nam Phong. inFeb- 
mary 4 moved fs oa i 
to onabot, ¢ 0- 
metres south of Nan Phong, and 


spudded another well. The Compa- 
ny reported in July that test re- 
sults at Chonabot were en- 
couraging giving hope of even lareer 


s of natural gas then those 
2 Yams Posen, 


A WATERSHED YEAR 


Encouraged by the various finds 
as outlined above, the government 
is counting heavily on the develop- 
ment of natural gas to spearhead its 
fuel strategy for the 1980s right up 














to the beginning of the next centm- 
ry Of course, strong emphass is 
also placed on other indigenous 
nite and hy . Neverthe- 
less, 1981 will go down m history 
2s a watershed year marking the 
frst flow of natural gas via the 
pipeline from the Gulf. 

What then are seen as the bene- 
fas to accrue to Thailand from the 
availability of natural Ps in the 
country’s own backyard” 

According to various govern- 
ment officials including Dr Tong- 
chat Hongladarom, PTT’s Gover- 
nor, # seems that just about any- 
thing is possible. 


PRINCIPAL BENEFITS 


TO begin with, the red ink in 
Thailand’s imternational account 
will lessen. 

The development of the Eastern 
Seaboard when it is fully mplk- 
mented is expected to the 
country save between Baht 30,000 
and 35.000 million in foreign ex- 
change annually, mainly through 
import substitution. 

- A production rte of 150 
MMscid (a level it is hoped will 
be attained in the fourth ‘ 
ter of this year) would reduce 
the trade deficz by an estimat- 
ed US$! 21 millwa —— 

- A_ production rate of S00 
MMscid (a level projected for 
the mid-cighties) would reduce 
thetrade defica by US$335 mi- 


— Over 20 years of production the 
trade defictt would be reduced 
by USS6,600 million. 

iand will achieve su stantial 
self-reliance in enemy with gas pro- 
duction of 1,000 MMscfd — a tar 

or set for the end of this de- 

cade. is is equivalent to 26 mi- 

bon lares of fuel od. 

Royalties and taxes. From the 
——- of jus SOO MMscfd for 
-U years the government wil earn 
royalties and taxes to the tune of 
LS$i1.200 million from the con- 
cesmo nares. 


. i. bia 
=i): 4°00/1 3 


Tuts in tennepestenio ncosts The 
Prime Minister has phced his 
of approval ona plan to use 


pan vehicles. PTT and the : 
ok Mass Transit Authority, whi 
tes all public buses in the Ca- 


annually 
who are mostly the ci . 
— Ns ~~ Aa —* 


Liquefi 
oom letion of the r separation 
ear sometmne in the fust 


ture. This will be exported. 
Natural gas exports. It has been 

proposed that nd export. 

some of its natural gas in 

form (LNG) particularly from 

Texas ic’s wells. matter 


certain of a sufficiency for domes 
tic CONsuMption prior to permitting 
LNG exports. In late June this year 
a top level committee led by the 
Prime Minister henself approved 


the long and controversial 
pian to sell LNG abroad. Potential 
markets for Thailand's LNG include 


icularly Japan and South Korea, 
Phich bere ot tte shown keen 
interest in buying this product. 
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